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FOREWORD

The intent of this local history book is to recall and thereby perpetuate the
heritage of a small valley called Olivenhain. The location of Olivenhain is ap-
proximately twenty-five miles north from San Diego, California and five miles
east from the Pacific Ocean. The name is of German origin and is pronounced
oh-LEE-ven-hine.

The writing of this book was inspired by a long and almost natural chain of
events. The author’s interest in Olivenhain history began at a very young age,
though the many stories passed from one generation to the next. The interest
increased with passing years and in 1972 a sincere effort to collect old
photographs and acquire detailed information was undertaken. A unique op-
portunity existed to collect this historical material since the author was either
directly related to or was a lifetime friend with all of the pioneering families of
Olivenhain. In fact, it was at the home of one of these families in December of
1972 that a conversation lead to a wooden box stored in a closet. The box con-
tained the Colony Olivenhain records dating from 1884 through 1897 and in-
cluded minutes of meetings, accounting books, correspondence letters and in
short was a historian’s pot of gold. The colony records lead to even more
discoveries and by mid 1973, a wealth of information had been collected. So
what started as a personal interest snowballed into a major historical research,
and the desire to share this knowledge soon promoted the idea of writing this
book.

The book is separated into five chapters, each chapter representing a dif-
ferent historical period. Chapter One and Two depicts Olivenhain prior to the
colony settlement, beginning with the American Indian and followed by the
early land owners. Chapter Three deals with the colony organization, from its
beginning to its end. The information in Chapter Three is based on the colony
records, newspaper articles and other original material from that time period.
Chapter Four, the farming era, represents approximately sixty years. Most of
the information from this chapter was obtained directly from the retired
Olivenhain farmers. The last chapter brings Olivenhain into the late 1970’s
and its image as a residential community.
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CHAPTER 1

INDIAN COUNTRY

The first race of people to inhabit this small
valley, now called Olivenhain, was the American
Indian, who predated the arrival of European
man by at least 10,000 years.

Anthropologists theorize, that during the last
ice age, the Indians migrated from Asia, across
the Bering Straits to Alaska, then southward by
an extremely gradual movement through Cana-
da and finally America. Exactly when they ar-
rived in Southern California is difficult to
know, if not impossible. Recent discoveries
have convinced some anthropologists that In-
dians existed here, at least 50,000 years ago.
But because these astonishing dates are not ac-
cepted by many experts we will confine our
discussions to the three most recent (and con-
firmed) cultures, namely the San Dieguito, La
Jollan and the Diegueno. Each of these three
cultures existed here in different time periods
and each one was distinctly different from the
others.

The first of these three cultures is called the
“San Dieguito™. These early people probably
moved into this area sometime between 10,000
and 11,000 years ago. The San Dieguito Indians
were basically a hunting culture which existed
almost entirely on the abundant game which
flourished here at that time. Almost all of their
stone tools consisted of choppers for chopping
meat, bone scrapers for cleaning hides and large
projectile points.

A few thousand years later, due to a major
climate change, this area began to change into a
semi-arid environment. The once flourishing
game became scarce and the San Dieguito In-
dian entered a slow transitional change in his
food gathering techniques which depended less
and less on game and more and more on vegeta-
tion and sea life. The change, or transition, at a
point some 7,500 years ago, became so pro-
nounced that it had altered their entire culture.

This new culture of Indians was given the name
“La Jolla” Indian. Unlike the previous San
Dieguito Indian, the La Jolla Indian depended
mostly on vegetation and sea food for their basic
diet, however, game of almost any kind was con-
sumed when it could be found.

Beginning about 3,000 years ago, Yuman In-
dians from the Colorado river came to this area
and merged with the La Jolla Indian. The
Yuman Indian brought with them a new culture
and when the cultures of the La Jolla and
Yuman mixed, it altered both and the product
was a third culture which was given the name
“Diegueno” Indian. These Indians were the
last native culture to occupy this area prior to
the influence of European man.

The Diegueno Indians lived in small com-
munity groups of two to forty families each.
These scattered groups usually occupied the
same permanent camp from one generation to
the next and would only leave this camp for
brief food gathering excursions of limited
distances. Their leader was usually the wealth-
lest individual in the group. His authority was
very limited and is best described as a counselor,
not a ruler. In time of war, their leader was the
strongest and most courageous male, however,
these Indians were not warlike and usually set-
tled their differences in some other manner.

Primarily, the Dieguenio were seed gatherers
and root diggers and largely relied on the wild
vegetation for their basic diet. The remainder of
their food supply consisted of a large variety of
animals and sea life.

The Dieguenio was the first culture of Indians
to have pottery. The pottery was very simple
and plain, rarely was it painted. Hunting tools
such as arrowheads and spears were compara-
tively small, since the big game had long since
vanished from this area.

Their clothing was simple, the men were



usually naked and the women wore a two piece
skirt, but normally went bare breasted. Addi-
tional clothing was worn on extremely cold
days, but was for comfort only. Style was not a
consideration.

Houses were of two basic types. The first, a
lean-to shape or better described as a ramada,
and the second, a beehive shape being about
nine feet in diameter and six or seven feet high.
These houses were made of tree limbs, grass and
mud.

These Indians were the first culture to cre-
mate their dead. To accompany the deceased on
the journey to the hereafter, his valued posses-
sions were ‘“broken’’, then placed in a crema-
tion fire. Later the ashes of the deceased and his
belongings were placed in a specially made olla
and buried in a nearby burial ground.

When the first Spanish expedition penetrated
this area in July 1769, they encountered many
small villages of friendly Diegueno Indians.
Two days journey from San Diego they found a
series of grass covered valleys, speckled with
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small oak trees which they named Los Encinos.
Evening camp was in one of these valleys which
they called San Alejo. That evening, Gaspar De
Portola, the leader of the expedition, wrote in
his ledger about a band of 15 Indians that visited
their camp and stayed for some time. Portola’s
expedition pushed north the following morning
and the Indians remained undisturbed for sever-
al more years.

But their isolation didn’t last. The Spanish
mission system was by design, intended to
benefit the Indian, but in effect had a very
detrimental impact on both their culture and
population. Their numbers were mainly re-
duced by terrible virus diseases of which the In-
dian had little understanding or resistance. And
finally, the expansion of Mexican and American
colonization made the Indian an unwanted tres-
passer, and ultimately the subjects of secluded
reservations. By 1850, it was very doubtful that
any Indians remained in the area, now called
Olivenhain.

We are constantly reminded that Indians ex-

George T. Bumann displays a few Indian artifacts found in Olivenhain.



isted by their stone implements and tools which
are frequently found. Quite often these artifacts
were found on top of the ground, other times
they were unearthed by the seasonal plowing or
disking of the crop fields and occasionally an act
of nature revealed them. Laura Miller recalls
that the floods of 1922 and 1937 caused a consi-
derable amount of soil erosion. In various parts
of the valley, deep ditches were cut in the crop
fields, exposing Indian artifacts of all types.

Some artifacts found in Olivenhain include a variety of
arrowheads, several clay smoking pipes and a six inch long
obsidian spear.

Some of the residents collected many of these ar-
tifacts, including arrowheads, grinding metates,
pottery and even smoking pipes. The ditches
were then bulldozed shut to make ready for the
seasons crop planting.

The first large scale archeological excavation
was conducted by the San Diego State Universi-
ty in August 1974. Even though it was not in
Olivenhain (site located on a hillside near the in-
tersection of Olivenhain Road and Rancho San-
ta Fe Road), it was often called the Olivenhain
site since it was within a short walking distance.
The dig produced several thousand artifacts in-
cluding a rock floor and stone-lined hearth. The
artifacts were predominantly from the San Die-
guito culture, but the presence of clam shells,
seed grinding tools, and pottery indicates that
the site was also occupied by La Jollan and
Diegueno Indians. It was estimated that the site
was at least 10,000 years old and was seasonly
occupied by several different bands of about 20
people each.



CHAPTER 2
MEXICAN RANCHO

In the early 1800’s California was a vast,
sparsely inhabited territory of Mexico. The
Mexican government was attempting to popu-
late this territory by granting good ranch lands
to its friends and supporters. One of these sup-
porters was Andreas Antonio Ybarra, who had
won his popularity as a military leader in a small
and short lived political uprising in the fall of
1831.

Some time after the war, Ybarra moved to old
San Diego where he owned and managed a
small liquor store. Business matters, however,
faltered, and in 1841 Ybarra was being threat-
ened with confiscation of his inventory and

store due to delinquent tax payments. After giv-
ing up the liquor store, Andreas Ybarra made a
formal request to the Mexican government that
he be awarded the rancho called “Los Encini-
tos”, and on July 3, 1042, Juan Bautista De
Alvarado, then constitutional governor of the
Department of the Californias, granted him the
Rancho Los Encinitos containing one square
league of land or 4,431.03 acres.

Soon after acquiring the land grant, Andreas
Ybarra constructed an adobe house beside a
natural spring, on the northeast corner of the
rancho, where he and his wife Francisca Juana
Ybarra resided for about 18 years.

The silent ruins of Andreas Ybarra’s ranch house and barn, as photographed in 1972. Location, one half mile east of

Olivenhain Road and Rancho Santa Fe Road intersection.
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This survey map of the Rancho Los Encinitos was drawn by the United States Surveyor General in 1858 and established the
legal boundaries of the rancho. Reproduction courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society.



Southern California rancho owners usually
stocked their land grants with cattle and horses.
The cattle and horses were their only source of
income and at the same time provided a food
source. Prior to 1849, the only marketable items
from the cattle were the hides and tallow, which
were sold to Boston trading ships. The hides
usually brought $2.00 each and were used by
shoe manufacturers in New England. The tal-
low sold for a much lower price and was used to
make soap. Most of the meat was considered a
worthless by-product and was left to decay. The
shameful waste of meat continued until the
California Gold Rush in 1849. The rapid unex-
pected population growth in central California
created a demand for beef, and prices soared
from $50 to $70 a head. This is the period of
time when some of the ranchos gained their ex-
treme wealth and built large haciendas. Those
ranchos that prospered created the symbolic
and colorful era that is usually associated with
all Mexican ranchos. But in reality, many ran-
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chos, including the Los Encinitos, remained un-
productive and generally unimproved.

The Rancho Los Encinitos was relatively
small when compared to other ranchos in that
time period. Its adjoining neighbor, Rancho San
Dieguito (now called Rancho Santa Fe), encom-
passed 8,824 acres. The average was about
13,000 acres. Ybarra stocked his small rancho
with proportionally small herds of cattle and
horses. A census of his personal property in
1858 lists 20 cattle, 40 horses and 6 mules.
Other censuses show a moderate fluctuation in
these numbers but never exceeding a total of 75
animals.

In May 1846, the United States declared war
on Mexico, supposedly for the American lives
that had been lost near the Texas-American
border. After eleven thousand American lives
and an unknown number of Mexican casualties,
the peace treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo was
signed in 1848 and the United States owned
California.
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Joseph S. Mannasse (left) and Marcus Schiller (right) purchased the Rancho Las Encinitas in 1860 for 68¢ an acre.
Photographs courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society - Title Insurance & Trust collection.



The peace treaty guaranteed existing rancho
owners immunity from land confiscation. The
rancho owners, however were eventually forced
to show valid proof of ownership. Ybarra filed
his claim in October of 1852, which was con-
firmed and accepted by the United States Board
of Land Commissions in 1854. The Rancho was
surveyed by the United States Surveyor Gen-
eral in September of 1858. Although the spell-
ing of the rancho was changed to Las Encinitas,
the boundary lines of this original land grant
is still referenced on current county maps.

Andreas Ybarra sold the Rancho Las En-
cinitas in December 1860 to two San Diego
merchants, J.S. Mannasse and Marcus Schiller,
for a sum of $3,000. This was the first cash sale
of the Rancho Las Encinitas and amounted to
about 68¢ per acre.

Through the ambitious management of Man-
nasse and Schiller, the rancho began to prosper,
and by 1863, supported more than 1,200 stock
animals, including 600 cattle and 500 sheep.

The first known commercial crops were
reported in 1872 which included 30 tons of
grapes and an unspecified amount of corn. Also
in 1872, Mannasse and Schiller converted the
adobe ranch houses into a stage station which
serviced the Seeley-Wright Stage Coach Line,
beginning in December of that year. This
became the second out-going stage stop from
San Diego and was appropriately named the
Mannasse Station. Here the passengers were fed
and the horses changed while enroute to the
next stop at Mission San Luis Rey.

As time passed, Mannasse and Schiller had
some financial misfortunes and became in-
debted to a Mr. Cullen A. Johnson in an amount
of $5,000 and gave a mortgage on the rancho for
security. Before they were able to pay off their
debt, Mr. Johnson died, leaving a Mr. J.W.
Tyson as executor of his last will and testament.

When the mortgage became delinquent, Ty-
son ordered Mannasse and Schiller to pay their
debt so he could divide the estate among the re-

The Kimball Brothers, Warren C. (left) and Frank A. (right) purchased the Rancho Las Encinitas in 1880. Phorographs
courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society - Title Insurance & Trust collection.



maining family of the deceased. However, Man-
nasse and Schiller were unable to pay the
amount due and Tyson reluctantly extended the
mortgage for another six months. Three years
later, Tyson foreclosed, but due to a lengthy and
complex court proceeding, was unable to bring
the rancho before public auction for another
year and one half. The subsequent auction was
duly advertised in many San Diego county
newspapers and on October 2, 1877 the auc-
tioneer opened the bidding at $8,033.98, but no
one responded. The bid was lowered and still no
one responded. When the bidding reached
$5,000, Tyson became worried and in order to
prevent a loss or sacrifice on the estate, Tyson
himself bid and purchased the rancho for
$5,033.50.

Being anxious to settle the estate, Mr. Tyson
immediately attempted to resell the rancho, but
was again unsuccessful. He finally leased the
rancho to Uncle Jake Metzher for his flocks of
sheep in January 1879.

Tyson scheduled another public auction in
October 1880 and was finally successful. The
Rancho Las Encinitas was purchased by a Mr.
James Courier for $5,000.

The initial interest that James Courier had in
the rancho Las Encinitas ended within three
months, at which time he sold the rancho to two
brothers, Frank A. Kimball and Warren C.
Kimball in December 1880 for a sum of $5,225.
The Kimball brothers were land speculators
and at that time owned vast parcels of land in
National City, Chula Vista, Jamul and other
areas.

The Kimball brothers anticipated a financial
opportunity in the resale of the Rancho Las
Encinitas to a colony since the sale of land to
colonies was very popular during this period of
time.

During the mid and late 1800’s, millions of
immigrants entered the United States. The Ger-
man migration stemmed from financial strin-
gency, overpopulation, and the harsh obedience
to the military service.

Due to these hardships, thousands of Ger-

mans deserted their homeland and relocated in
southern Europe or crossed the Atlantic to
America. The Germans came in hordes, from
1870 to 1910 more than three and one quarter
million arrived at Ellis Island for admission into
the United States. The peak was reached in
1882 when 250,600 German immgrants entered
the United States. Most of these German im-

FRANK A, KIMDALL, W, ¢ KIMBALL,

KIMBALL BBROTERS,
~—THE O LDREST—

REAL ESTATE FIRM

San Diego County.

Maps and Information Funished;

Correspondence Solicited.
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RANCHO ENCINITAS,
4,437 Acres;

Situated within two and ono-half miles of Encinitas
Station, on California Southem Railroad.
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Splendid Alfalfa Land; 2 000 Acres of best
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Quince, Crapss for
Raisins or Wine,

Etc.
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Location of a

COLONY!!

This advertisement from the ‘““National City Record”
newspaper expresses the Kimball Brothers’ desire to sell the
Rancho Las Encinitas to a colony. Reproduction courtesy of
National City Public Library.




migrants settled in the cities, where they could
find employment in the trades and occupations
that Germany had monopolized for so many
years. But their hopes were short lived, and
most were channeled into factory work or min-
ing. Their income was usually substandard and
many were forced to live in undesirable areas of
the cities.

Because they were not accepted in these es-
tablished areas, some of the immigrants formed
or joined a colony with their own nationality.
These colonies offered the immigrants a place
where their language and customs were under-
stood and together they could start a new and
prosperous life as proud United States citizens.

Colonies usually purchased and settled on
large parcels of land. A colony could afford to
pay a higher price for the land, since each

member would only feel a small impact of the
total price. Land speculators were quick to
realize and capitalize on this fact, thus the sale
of large parcels of land to colonies became as
lucrative to the speculator as it was essential to
the colony.

The Kimball brothers advertised the Rancho
Las Encinitas for approximately four years and
in that time had three known inquiries. The
first inquiry by a Mr. Poorbill in early January
of 1884. The second inquiry by Messrs. John-
son and Selfnidzer also in early January of 1884.
Neither of these inquiries satisfied the re-
quirements of the Kimball brothers, their con-
ditions were too crude or presented too many
impracticable ideas. The third inquirer would
succeed and in doing so, changed the lives of
several hundred people.



CHAPTER 3

THE COLONY

In the early Spring of 1884, Frank A. Kimball
received a letter from a Mr. Theodore Pinther of
Denver, Colorado. Mr. Pinther had read the
sales advertisement for the Rancho Las Encini-
tas and signified his willingness to organize a
German colony and to locate from 100 to 200
families on the property during the coming Fall
and Winter, provided such prices and terms
were offered to make the project an assured suc-
cess. The offer interested Mr. Kimball and he
made a gentlemans agreement that if an organ-
ized colony could be formed, consisting of the
quantity of people required to purchase the
Rancho, he would be willing to negotiate a sale
to Mr. Pinther and his would-be colony. The
agreement was followed by a series of mail cor-
respondence in which Frank Kimball described
various aspects of Southern California and the
Rancho Las Encinitas, such as the climate, taxa-
tion and farming potential.

|
x|

Pinther began a very energetic and successful
membership campaign in Denver, Colorado.
The fact that Mr. Pinther was a German by
birth and a very powerful and influential
spokesman gave him the natural qualifications
required to interest prospective colonists. In a
very short time he had acquired several people
whom he deemed desirable associates, and on
May 21, 1884 the colony was officially formed.
At this time there were only seven members in
the colony. Their names were Theordore Pin-
ther, Joseph Ullrich, Louis Denk, Otto Pinther,
Lina Pinther, Johann Bumann, and Paul Glave.
Each of these seven paid a $2.00 initiation fee
and their names were recorded in a membership
book.

One week after its formation, the colony had
its first recorded meeting. The minutes of this
meeting and all subsequent meetings were writ-
ten in German script. The following is an

This membership record was started on May 21, 1884, and is the earliest known record of the colony.
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English translation of the first four meetings
held by the colonists.

Fhe comprany was founded with the
freliminary eleclion of Nh. Theodore
Finther as puesident, M. Faal €.
Glave as secrelary, and N, Joseph
WUlliich as treasaren,

J({ee/hzy atl M. Uthich's bar on the
28th of Nlay, 1554 al eight o 'clock in
the evening. President Finther starled
the meeling welh the wa%/ny a/Me éy—
latws and the general frurfrose of the col-
ony was discassed.

;‘yﬁey decided lo hold a meeling,
Satwrday June 154, al thiee o 'clock
PAM. al the same place lo collect the
same dues as for the month of May.
Fawl €. Glave praid his incliation fee
and seme of the memébers friomésed lo
fay al the next meeling.

u{lee(én,y aa?omma(/
Fawl €. Glarve secrelary

Meeling of June 1, 1584.

The meeling was cphened by the friesi-
dent. The menules o/Me Wmedo'ny
were wead and accepled. A Finlher
again wead the by-taws of the colony
and exprlained some o/ them. M. Faul
€. Glave delivered a tianslalion o/ the
descicplion of San Diego counly and
seme maore members signed wpe. The
neméber o/ the memébers climbed lo 20.
They granted $5.00 for ads in the Col-
crado jomouz/, the %ﬁc'cayo
'%aaldgalaxny and the Voibole.

Meeling adjowned. Nexl meeling
_,ﬁmw 5.

Sawul Glave
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Tvpical minutes from a colony meeting.

AT

California colanie Olivenhain, Denver
June 8, 1884,

The meeling was called lo erder by
President Finther. The by-laws were
wead and expilained. The following com-
mellee was elecled lo revise the by-laws:
A, K. Dommes, Fred Hansen, €
Alueller, N Ftrcebel, and H. Hawck.
The commeltee shall work (W wilh
the board of derectorws and finish the revi-
séon in the next week. The commillee
will assemble al WUllich s bar every
exening al seven ¢ clock.

.ﬂee&'ﬂy W«Wt/

Pawl €. Glave sec.



Meeling June 15, 1584.

Decided lc frrint the by-taws as one
fitece. Decided lo buy thiee doyen recedfl
tacks. Decided to buy one stampe for the
colony.

Thre following names for the Colony
were prcprosed: Olivenhain, Fideden-
shheim, Olive Grove, Valerland, Feorlece,

f’;’/{'{'ﬂﬁ)é{tlg. and Pintheiheimn. The
name Olivenhacin rececved the maost
woles.

The names Al Good and YPan were
scralched because of ne frayment of ad-
mddILON .

A, HW. Dommes /uu'({ hiés $2.00 dues
for the month of June.

Decided le hold a meeling al 7:30
PM. next Thersday al Uthich's ban.
Fcedrich Hob and Faul Wiegand praid
the adméssion of $5.00. The secielary
rececred seven lellers, moslly fiom
Wﬁt’cayo le ansewenr,

o 'f{eeliny aaﬁ'oa-tnea/.

FYawl €. Glare sec.

My

There were five to thirteen colony meetings
per month, depending on the amount of
business and decisions at hand. The first eight
meetings were held in a bar, located on 235
Larimer Street in Denver. The selection of this
bar as a meeting place was presumably en-
couraged by the owner and colony member,
Joseph Ullrich. However, due to certain
undesirable conditions, the meeting place was
later changed to a nearby gymnasium.

The meeting of June 15, 1884 has lasting im-
portance. For it was in this meeting that the col-
onists established a name for their colony. All
but one of the proposed names were German.
The first and later accepted name was “Oliven-
hain” which means olive grove. The other pro-
posed names were ‘“‘Friedensheim’ which
means home of peace, “Olive grove’” was the
only proposed English name, “Vaterland”
means father land, “Portici”” means portal,
“Glucksburg” means castle of luck, and “Pin-
therheim” means Pinther home and was ob-
viously in honor of Theodore Pinther. The
reason Olivenhain was favored over the other

The first eight colony meetings were held in a bar in Denver, Colorado. This tailor shop was within a city block of that bar and
at least one person working here became a member of the colony. Marked by X is Friedrich Bumann, the author’s great grand-
father.
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T/us paragraplt is a portion of a colmzy meeting held June
15, 1884 in which the colonists established a name for their
colony. Among the many proposed names is “Olivenhain,”
the colonists’ final choice.

proposed names or for what significance it had
was not recorded. There is however, an in-
teresting relationship between the name Oliven-
hain which means olive grove and Frank Kim-
ball.

The Kimball Brothers owned several large
citrus and olive groves in National City. Frank
Kimball took considerable interest in these
trees, particularly the olives. Frank was a
leading authority on olive growing and was
often called the father of the olive industry in
San Diego county.

In the early mail correspondence in which
Frank Kimball described the Rancho Las En-
cinitas to Theodore Pinther, he undoubtedly
mentioned the feasibility of growing olives and
his own success with olive groves. Now, is it
possible Pinther was so impressed by this “olive
grove’ aspect that he later suggested it as a
name for the colony?

The general purpose of the colony was to es-
tablish a German settlement in Southern
California. Each member would pay a certain
membership fee and therefore be entitled to a
small portion of the land, on which they could
earn a livelihood by growing agricultural pro-
duce. Fruits of almost all types including grapes
were to provide a comfortable existence. As
stated in the colony prospectus “With proper ir-
rigation and cultivation one acre is sufficient to
maintain one family. Five acres, especially fruit
trees, make every family well to do”. Other
essentials such as work horse teams and fruit
processing machinery would exist under the
common ownership of the colony and made
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available to its members.

The colony’s financial income was based
totally on membership fees which were pooled
into a common treasury and used to purchase
the colony land and other necessary items. All
money received or expended was recorded in ac-
counting books.

An elected board of directors and officers,
consisting of a president, vice-president,
treasurer, and secretary, were responsible for
most of the normal business. All other work was
accomplished by appointed committees. The
use of committees was very extensive and just to
name a few, there was a revision committee, ar-
rangement committee, picnic committee, dis-
charge committee, and even a pig committee.

The colony was self ruled by two sets of by-
laws which were initially written by Theodore
Pinther and later revised by the colony mem-
bers. The first portion outlined the colony’s
governmental policies such as election of of-
ficers. This portion of the by-laws was hand
written and only one copy existed. The second
portion was machine printed and at least 2000
copies were distributed. This portion of the by-
laws itemized the colonists’ obligations to the
colony and to what each colonist was entitled. It
consisted of at least 51 numbered paragraphs,
each paragraph defining some specific rule or
benefit. For instance, paragraph #20 obligated
the members to plant primarily fruit trees or
grapes and not corn, wheat, or exclusively veg-
etables. The by-laws were democratically ap-
proved by the colony members and could not be
changed without majority consent.

Newspaper advertising was the colony’s main
campaign tool and was extensively used to at-
tract potential colonists. Advertisements were
placed in newspapers (predominantly German
newspapers) in many of the major cities of the
United States and a few foreign countries.
Those in the United States included the
Tageblatt newspaper in Philadelphia, the Col-
orado Journal in Denver, the Volkszeitung in
New York, and many others. The advertise-
ments requested that any person interested in
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The colonies’ prospectus was printed tn Denver and circulated to potential members. Only one known original exisis today.
Reproduction courtesy of Herman C. Bumann.

14



TRANSLATION OF 1884 PROSPECTUS COLONY OLIVENHAIN PRINTED IN DENVER, COLORADO

On account of the many inquiries directed to us, we found it necessary to answer the most asked questions with a printed formula,
as follows. We are very willing to answer any further questions.

1) Absolute necessary capital for settlement as members of our colony is $200 — not including the travel expenses — for: $25 entry
fee into the group, $100 down payment on the real estate in Southern California and $75 for about three months living expenses in
case your business is not paying for itself right away or the first work opportunity is not promising enough.

2) What kind of occupation would pay there? Unquestionable any honest work would pay off, especially occupations as:
gardener, wine maker, fruit grower, farmer, cattle breeder, beekeeper, dairy man, mill builder, well digger, carpenter and cabinet
maker, mason, brick maker, locksmith, tinsmith, and sheetmetal worker, blacksmith, glazier. housepainter and plasterer, wagon-
carriage maker, machinist, mechanic, saddler, merchants of all branches, architect, engineer, surveyor, doctor (only no gquacks),
druggisl, printer, barber, cigar-maker. hotel operator, tailor and shoemaker, boarding-house keeper, butcher, baker and confec-
tioner, grocer, miller, etc.; also laborers of all kinds. Not welcome would be: lawyers, since we settle our differences peacefully instead
of legal battles; pawnbroker, since we do not tolerate usury and try to protect our members from distress; agents for all possible types
insurance and similar, since the colony makes this unnecessary through self-insurance.

3) In order to ease the joining of the colony, the fee will be $15 till the end of August, $20 till the end of September and from Oc-
tober Ist and later $25.

4) In the matter of safety of paid-in dues, especially for members living outside of the colony, the following will serve: *“The Ger-
man National Bank'” in Denver holds the guaranty fund of all paid-in capital till the definite completed purchase of the land. Mr.
Paul Flassig in Denver is Treasurer and carries together with President Theodore Pinther personal the responsibility for the paid-in
capitals.

Reference for Paul Flassig: Any bank and any responsible business man in Denver.

Reference for Theodore Pinther: J.B. Grant, Governor of Colorado; Senator Tabor, Denver; C.C. Davis, Postmaster of Lead-
ville; John F. Humphreys, Mayor of Leadville, now real estate agent in Los Angeles, California; Illinois Staatszeitung, Chicago;
Colorado Journal, Denver; Daily Democrat, Leadville.

Sums from $10 and over can be sent to the above named bank; sums of less than $10 should be sent to Mr. Flassig, please.

5) In regard to questions of Government land, note: Land for Homestead pre-emption as also timberland — still can be found in
great quantity. It is, however, 5 to 20 miles distance from the colony land, away towards the interior; but even this is such that each
160-acre tract will contein from 40 to 80 acres orchard-type land and the rest usable for farm land.

6) About the climate serves the following: It is near the South California coast, moderately warm. Neither fever or other

epidemical sickness occur here. In comparison of temperatures serves this table, showing the mean for January and July and the dif-
ferences between:

January July Difference
San Diego 57 degree 65 degree 8 degree
Santa Barbara 59 [ 1 (
Los Angeles 55: M 67 " 1% M
Sacramento 45 73 7 28
Fort Yuma 56 922 36
Cincinnati 30 " 74 = 44 '
New York 31 " 77 " 4 "
New Orleans 55. 82 gy
Naples 46 76 30
London 37 " 62 25
Geneva 46 " 7 " 3r "

7) Production ability of the land: With proper irrigation and cultivation, one acre is sufficient to maintain one family. Five acres,
especially fruit trees, make every family well to do. The following fruits thrive in Southern California exceptionally well: apples, pears,
plums, peaches, apricots, nectarines, oranges, lemons, limes, olives, figs, bananas, grapes of all kinds, also raisins, almonds and
English walnuts, etc.

Tomatoes and strawberries give a harvest each month of the year. Potatoes four times a year.

Wheat and all other grain thrive very well.

8) In reference to water supply, note: The colony land has copious wells. Pertaining to irrigation, one can find for us the needed
water in depth from 10 to 100 feet and it will be used for irrigation.

9) In two years grape vines begin to bear. In four years, the acre on the average, by good cultivation, will produce four tons a year.
Olives bear in four to five years. Single olive trees produce per year from 100 to 150 dollars of fruit.

Postscript: We demand from our members diligence, honesty and peaceableness. Who will not work, should not join us, because
we will not reward laziness.

The rail fare from Denver, Pueblo, Missouri River, etc. is lowered for our members of the colony — only $30 for grown-ups to
California. Further reduction is assured for all other points.

In order to demonstrate that this development is not a monopolistic design, the Directors and the Regulation Committee found it
appropriate to add names and rank to the regulation.

The Directors of the Colony Olivenhain: Theordore Pinther, President, PO.B. 2296, Denver; Conrad Stroebel, Secretary,
PO.B. 2296, Denver; Paul Flassig, Treasurer and Cashier, Larimer St., No. 323, Denver; Trustees: Wilh. Dommes, John
Bumann, Joseph Ullrich, John A. Berg.
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joining a German colony in Southern California
should send for free by-laws and a prospectus.
The word “homestead’ usually appeared in the
ad, since this was associated with free land and
thereby stimulated the interest of the reader.

Belanmimadurgen,

NS A N AT A v e b O A T AN o e A SIS L n s

Wer ein Homestead

wiinfdt, cber fid) einer beutiden Colonte in Siib«Ealie
fornten anfd) 1efen will, in bdiejem Garten Wreritad,
her {dreibe fur Statuten und Proipectus, vie graitd
perfandt werben. @altformta @olonte,

v63aD16 m_i_D_. 8. 2296, Deroir, Bﬁlorato_._

To recruit additional members, the colony advertised in
newspapers throughout the United States. This particular ad
was placed i the August 1884 edition of the Philadelphia
“Tageblatr” newspaper. It reads “Notice: Anyone who
would like a homestead or join a German Colony in
Southern California, in this garden of America, shall write
for by-laws and prospectus, which will be mailed free.
California Colonie, PO. Box 2296, Denver, Colorado.”
Reproduction courtesy of German Society of Pennsylvania.

The colony’s post office box was soon filled
with letters requesting the free information. As
an example, one typical letter mailed from
Onekama, Michigan, reads:

:/{(y Dear Sers:

Through an ad in the “Herald”' I
found yowr addiess and wead yowr “send
ﬁa " whéch made a &y empriession.
woeld lifee o ash you lo send me more
irvﬂnma&'on atoul e slarling capital,
the by-laws and everylhing aboul the
colony. ﬂn/y then can J lell you thal
two respreclable families wish lo foin
yowr colony.

In the meantime many gieelings and
sencerely

(g. %tmye/ma;nn

A copy of the by-laws and prospectus were
sent to each inquiry. The by-laws, as mentioned
before, explained the colonists’ obligation to the
colony and to what each colonist was entitled.
The prospectus was a form letter, designed to
answer repeated questions about the colony and
the area where the colony intended to settle.
Any question not covered by these standard
forms required an additional hand written letter.
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If the inquiring person chose to join the col-
ony, they first had to be accepted, then pay an
initiation fee. This could be accomplished by at-
tending any of the colony meetings or by mail
correspondence.

In accepting new members, the colony strived
for honest, hard working people. Those with an
occupation were particularly welcome. Being a
German was recommended, but not mandatory,
since people of other nationalities were accepted
if they could understand and fluently speak the
German language. Gamblers and people of
questionable character were not tolerated, nor
were lawyers, pawnbrokers and insurance
agents. Above all else, the colony discouraged
any and all types of freeloaders. As stated in the
prospectus ‘“‘who will not work, should not join
us because we will not reward laziness”.

If a person’s request for membership was ac-
cepted and the initiation fee paid, they became
an official member of Colony Olivenhain. To re-
tain this membership, each member was ex-
pected to fulfill a certain financial obligation to
the colony. This debt could be paid over a long
period of time, beginning with an initiation fee,
followed by monthly dues, voluntary payments,
and later-on the debt could even be worked off.
Since these fees were increased many times, the
amount each colonist paid, or was expected to
pay, depended on when they joined. For in-
stance, the first few members paid a $2.00 in-
itiation fee, $2.00 monthly dues and were
obligated to pay a total membership fee of $500.
The fees were then increased many times. The
majority of the later members paid a $25 initia-
tion fee, $10.00 monthly dues and a total mem-
bership fee of $600. The fees were increased
even more, but only applied to a few of the very
last members. In addition to the mandatory in-
itiation fee and monthly dues, all colonists could
voluntarily pay as often or as much money as
they wished. The total membership fee could be
paid out-right and thus end all financial obliga-
tion to the colony.

A member, in good standing, would be enti-
tled to many benefits from the colony. Once on



the colony land, they would receive their own
five acre parcel of cultivated land, on which
would be planted a variety of fruit trees and or
other platings, as selected by the individual col-
onist. A house, within a certain size, would be
built on their property and a well partially com-
pleted. Additionally, all colony owned property
such as horses, wagons, machinery, etc., could
be used upon request of the colonist. However,
to become eligible for any of these benefits, it
was necessary to have paid a certain portion of
the total membership fee. This amount also
depended on when the colonist joined, since it
was also increased several times. The first few
colonists were required to pay $100, the re-
mainder $200.

In late August, Pinther proposed that a land
selection committee be sent to Southern Califor-
nia to investigate and purchase the colony land.
His proposal was accepted and it was generally
agreed to send two or three members depending
on available money for traveling expenses. Pin-
ther quickly amended the proposal, claiming
that a committee of two would be completely
adequate and the added expense of a third
member would be a waste of money. The col-
onists respected Pinther’s judgement and his
amendment was accepted. The two members
chosen for the land selection committee were
Theodore Pinther and his close associate
Conrad Stroebel.

Due to the critical decision of land selection
and its related financial burden entrusted to
Theodore Pinther and Conrad Stroebel, the col-
onists prepared written conditions and limita-
tions for purchasing the colony land. In brief,
these instructions specified the amount of land
to be purchased, and a maximum sales price.
The committee was to examine all land current-
ly for sale and after a careful evaluation, select a
parcel that would be best suited for the colony.
Before enacting any legal contract with the
owners, the committee was to obtain the con-
sent of the remaining colonists via telegraph.

Pinther and Stroebel boarded the west bound
train in mid-September. They traveled on the
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Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad to Los
Angeles, then transferred to a southbound
steamer at San Pedro and arrived in San Diego
harbor on September 23. An accurate account of
their arrival in San Diego and following land in-
vestigations are recorded in Frank Kimball’s
personal diary.

Sepl. 23, 1884

Up at 5 A M. and went to San Diego
to meel Theodore Finther and Conad
Srceted of Denrer Cotorade, alse Caria
W:o/ﬁ'n tut did nal meel ecther o/’ lthem:
beel in LA A, Fenther and A,
Stcebel came cal in the stage and stope-
/le(/ al lthe 0//2'(,‘0 letl stefefrer — when 2
lock them lo Chases frolel and in even-
ing lhey came over lo lhe howse and
slayed ltitl 9 ¢ clock, after which I wicle
a column arlicle for the Record.

Sepl. 24, 1884

Al 8 o clock starled lo show Al
Theodcie Finther and Coniad Flrcetel
National Cily and countiy. After tunch
lock them (with W.G.K.) ta Paradise
Taltey by Sweetweater and ome af 6
PM.

Sepl. 25, 1584

Sarled al 7:30 with Al. T. Feinther
and Al. €. Stlicetel and W.G.. K.
Reode lo Jamel /é’m( /omﬁ(lny (ﬂm«gﬁ
Al -‘7’; . Bands and Al %w/fé’mx
pilace. Lunch al N J.F. Hareey s
ciange crchard — fhome just before
nt"yﬁ/ A



Sepl. 26, 18584

WUp ea/l/y and o// ﬂn Encenétas — gol a
coach al Clak and Rbodes stalles and
with A, Theodore Finther, Al. Con-
wad Fticebel and W. 5. K. and Treanc
the dicver, drove to Encindlas. When we
avicved atl 3 P M. and went ta N. K.
cowmer, then al the wanch fouse — where
tee (»/ayea/ and slefl on lofe o/' @ hyﬁ
slack of hay. Have walked maost half of

the way — howses gave cul.

Sepl. 27, 1994

WUpe at 5:30. Gol breakfast and off al 6.
Examined the sprrings (o N.E. comer —
then down €. side lo F.E. cormer. Then
wp e localion of dam acioss San é?lp}'o
creek — lhen down sculh line thicugh
the ﬂa//ey ltc S HW. corner — then ol
near/(y lo the ccean and back lo é/aye
wad and home. Overlook stage for San
Diego and came by il te San Diego.

After examining each portion of land, Pinther
and Stroebel selected the Rancho Las Encinitas
as the best land for the colony. Then without ac-
quiring approval or even notifying the colonists
in Denver, Pinther and Stroebel entered a legal
contract with Frank Kimball to purchase the
Rancho Las Encinitas.

The sales contract would convey to the colony
the total 4,431 acres of the Rancho upon pay-
ment of $66,500 plus interest. Payment would
be accomplished by fourteen separate in-
stallments, evenly spaced over a six and one half
year period. The land would be transferred by
six deeds which would be individually released
to the colony upon payment of six predeter-
mined sums of money. The contract was signed
by Frank Kimball, Warren Kimball, Theodore
Pinther, Conrad Stroebel (in person) and by
Paul Flassig, William Dommes, John Bumann,
John Berg, and Joseph Ullrich (by power of
attorney).

The sale of the Rancho Las Encinitas, to the
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Olivenhain Colony, didn’t make front page
news in San Diego County, however, a short ar-
ticle announcing the sale did appear in the Na-
tional City Record newspaper on October 9,
1884.
The sale of Encinitas Rancho by the Kimball
brothers to an enterprising Germany colony
1s viewed by all as ominous of better pro-
spects. We have had several important
transfers of real estate during the past year in
various portions of the county, in all of which
we trust emigration hither will be encouraged
and these will be sought by parties specially
interested, but in the Encinitas or Olivenhain
colony the prospects are brighter than most
others from the fact that many of the
emigrants are ready to come, and they intend
to make valuable and permanent improve-
ments and all portions of the county will
receive a portion of the benefit.

With all legalities completed, Pinther returned
to Denver to complete the arrangements for
sending the colonists and their families to their
new home. Stroebel remained and would stay at
the colony ranch where he could make final
preparations for receiving and temporarily lodg-
ing the first installment of colonists.

Pinther arrived in Denver on October 9. At a
meeting that same evening, Pinther told the
members about the land which Stroebel and he
had purchased for the colony. The news was
joyfully accepted by the members and the fact
that Pinther and Stroebel had purchased the
land without their consent was considered an
insignificant oversight, at least for now.

October became a very busy month for the
colonists. The tempo of activity had greatly in-
creased and meetings were now conducted
every one or two days, for the next obvious step
was to send the first installment of colonists to
California.

The first group of colonists or “pioneers” as
they were called would be entitled to certain
fringe benefits, such as a financial allocation
from the colony treasury for traveling expenses.
These benefits were designed as an insurance
against any unforeseen traveling problems and
to encourage hesitant members to participate in



the first departure. The list of “pioneers” grew
quickly. Most were young bachelors, however
whole families with women and children were
not excluded.

Adding to the last minute excitement, was a
letter from Southern California in which Con-
rad Stroebel wrote;

den ' send ftoc many cf the women, since
lé(!y life ol a lllle more tim«?t;’fl/ than
the men, bat I have rcom for a coufile
o/ /}l/mlf/ied.

Othevnise S am ﬁbw and ¥ have lhe
grealest ficpres /oé the a)/an(y. F am full
of excilement and eager lo go lo wark.

To the Colony Olivenhain.

Jest now I rececved the news from
Al Wenteher that a iegistered leller
came for me and since I am wiltficed
neees /bz cver 14 a/ayé, F well g0 dewen le
San g’t’eyo al once and see what és go-
ing en. In the meantime I weorked hard
and gol all the boider lines stiaight. g
made a shelch (/ teoee to divide the land.
The Encenelas és vewy /i'ﬂe land con-
.uii/('wy a/ lece éig and lweo small m/kyd.
Fhese m//e}yo ave 2,000 acres and are
rery /?ne land, atlsa the hills are wery
(yooa’ exceppl thal lthe )(’/a/ land és a/mayd
worlh more, especially the big valley és
excc/t/izma//y yom/ and we will have (o
adjust the fuice for i, maybe nol for the
fost members bal for sere for the next 50
er 100 selllers. e‘ﬂey will have lo Sray
the laxes. Jo know the lax will fe easy
sence the tand has been assessed. Ay
next jot will be lo clear and callivale the
land, bat I will scen be needing helh
from the young members and some
meney /frn filows becawse il és lime lo
filanl prolaloes, wheal, comn ele. and F
inlend lo flant lobacce sénce we will gel
a lof o/ frecfile wt//iny lo work. J exprect
a yoo(/ resall alsc in cash. The weeds
lell me that Encinitas és good land. I és
high as a man and frarls of my sharls
and lousers are hanging on these thoi-
ny weeds. é“w.-wtéing grows giganfic
and il és semelimes hard lo find a cer-
lain flace, esprecially if the spicl és in the
méddle of the foliage. I alsc stailed to
make avangements for the aviivals. 9
tudll and whilewasted and J fave room

/1»2 50 men and seme women, bul flease

Right now I avcved in Fan Diego and
wececved lthe lefter, bal must wacl antid
u'f(ona/a(y lo welthdrarw the money. F will
te tack al Encindlas on o‘%mda’ay fer
erer.
Cheer lo the colony Olivenhrain.
€. Stoetel

The railroad offered the most practical and
convenient transportation to Southern Califor-
nia. Representatives of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad company had even promised a
group discount for the colony.

Many of the colonists purchased their tickets
from the colony and the colony purchased the
tickets from the railroad. In this way, a record
could be kept of how many and which members
would be departing with the first group. Addi-
tionally, this enabled the colony to send tickets
to members who did not reside in Denver. One
of these non-resident members from Sedalia,
Ohio wrote;

Dear ser:

Yowr ansewer from the 12th has glven
me gieal fleaswre. I wanl lo inferm you
that F and a /4&'«’»"(/ named Otte
Seheterl will leave with the /ffw( guola
and will theieby e joining the colony.

RBeseech you to Mmﬂlmn the (éz;y o/ ot
deprarlere so we can rwach the iain thal
will lake the members en Denver. The
meoney for the lickels és included wilh
thes leller. Sender és Ofto Sehatert.

greelings, Osewald @uﬁ/wnyiem&

The remaining days of October passed quick-
ly. At last, all plans and preparations were com-
plete. On the 31st of October, 1884, 67 Oliven-
hain colonists anxiously boarded the train at the



Denver depot. After a final wave to their friends,
their journey had begun. The train crossed the
Colorado state line near Trinidad, then traveled
Southwest to Albuquerque, New Mexico. From
Albuquerque the train turned west, eventually
arriving at Colton, California. At Colton, the
colonists would have normally taken the Cali-
fornia Southern railroad directly south to the
town of Encinitas. However, a major flood in
mid-February of that year had washed out the
tracks linking Colton with San Diego and fur-
ther Southerly travel was not possible. Follow-
ing an alternate route, the colonists traveled by
railroad to Wilmington in Los Angeles. A steam
ship company, which ported in the nearby San
Pedro bay, offered passenger service to San
Diego harbor. A delay, however, would tem-
porarily stop their journey at Wilmington.
Passenger ships only departed every fifth day
for San Diego and the next scheduled ship
would not depart for another two days.

All the colonists boarded the steamer on its
next scheduled departure of November the
seventh. The overnight cruise aboard the
sidewheeler steamer “Orzoba” could be con-
sidered uneventful, but to the 67 Olivenhain
colonists this marked the last major portion of
their journey. Certainly, all were top-side when
the ship entered San Diego harbor the follow-
ing morning.

Stroebel and some other German friends
greeted the new arrivals, and after a short rest
all traveled to Encinitas by railroad and from
there walked the remaining five miles to the
colony land.

The colonists’ journey from Denver had
taken nine days and ended on November 8,
1884 on a tract of land called the Rancho Las
Encinitas. Their arrival was announced in
several newspapers, including the National Ci-
ty Record.

The advance party of twenty-five families,
consisting of 67 members, for the Olivenhain
colony at Encinitas, arrived by steamer last
Saturday, and were forwarded at once to
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This trail was once the main thoroughfare linking Encinitas
with the present day Olivenhain road. On November 8, 1884,
the first installment of colonists walked this trail and would

saon see their promised land. Location: one mile west of El
Camino Real and Olivenhain Road.

their destination by a special train. This par-
ty of Germans has with it some naturalized
citizens and all will probably declare their in-
tentions to become such, and many more are
soon to follow. A car load of goods for the
colony has arrived at Colton, which will be
taken over the California Southern road if
those in charge can conveniently procure
transportation around the canyon, if not they
may go to Wilmington and come by next
steamer.
With the exception of two members, the col-

onists were pleased with their new land. They
called it the “Colony ranch” or “Encinitas
ranch”. (Remember, the name ““Olivenhain”’
was the name of the colony and was not
originally intended to name the land where
they settled.)

The vital necessities of food, water and
shelter were the first items of concern. Shelter
was extremely inadequate, since there were on-
ly three buildings on the Rancho Las Encinitas.
These small adobe buildings (called the ranch
houses by the colonists) were located on the
northeast corner of the Rancho and were
originally constructed by Andreas Ybarra for
himself and his family, but would now house
over sixty-seven men, women and children.
Water was limited but easily accessible, due to
the natural springs one half mile north of the



The adobe ranch houses (rop right) provided temporary shelter for the 67 Olivenhain colonists. This photograph, taken in 1932,
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also shows other wood buildings which were constructed after 1900. Location: one-half mile east of Rancho Santa Fe Road and

Olivenhatn Road.

adobe ranch houses. Conrad Stroebel had pur-
chased enough food to sustain the colony for the
first few days. Additional food would be pur-
chased from Counselor A. Wentcher in San
Diego or from a local store in the town of En-
cinitas. A large number of chickens were pur-
chased as well as several pigs. Milk cows were
scarce and condensed milk was substituted until
the desired cows could be purchased. Wild
game such as rabbits and quail were added to
the menu whenever possible.

The food was distributed equally to each
family or single member everyday. To provide
everyone with an equal portion of food was not
an easy job. After various complaints from
dissatisfied members, a number of rules were
quickly adopted. One rule concerning egg
distribution, as found in the minutes of a colony
meeting, states “‘as soon as there are three eggs
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laid, they have to be distributed as they arrive”.
This task naturally required a committee; in
this case a committee of one, Mr. August Pape,
was elected the official “chicken inspector” for
the colony.

With living essentials temporarily secured,
the colonists began work on their ranch land.
Hundreds of acres of brush covered soil would
soon be cleared and plowed. Construction of
homes, roads and the colony owned farm would
soon begin.

To insure an adequate labor force, each
member was obligated to work thirty days for
the colony or pay a $60 waver. Working under
the supervision of appointed foreman, the col-
onists performed various tasks such as clearing
brush, plowing, planting trees, and building
houses. All major projects were accomplished
by a community effort and not on an individual



basis, therefore the overall planning and desired
achievements of the colony could be closely con-
trolled.

The colonists were paid for their thirty days
labor, which started at $1.50 per day and was
later increased to $1.75 per day for a good
worker and $2.00 per day for an excellent
worker. If women and children wished to work
(they were not obligated) women would receive
10¢ per hour and a child 5¢ per hour. The
money earned was not physically given to the
colonists, instead the amount was deducted
from the debt which the particular colonists still
owed to the colony. After completing the man-
datory 30 days of work, the colonists could con-
tinue working for the colony, if they so chose.

In the first thirty days, the colonists ac-
complished many things. The San Diego Union
printed a very descriptive article on December
6, 1884, entitled “Preparing for 600 settlers —
what the advance guard has accomplished”.

The entire colony consists of over 200
families and some six or seven hundred per-
sons, only 65 of whom are now here having
arrived by the steamer of the 8th and at once
proceeded by special train to the property of
the colony. The old ranch houses had to be
put in condition for habitation, some of them
not having been used for ten or fifteen years.
The lumber for half a dozen houses will be
sent out by cars the early part of this week,
and these will be built on the tracts selected
by the individual members of the colony.
Some 600 acres have been burned off ready
for the plows and the mesa soil is now being
turned up to the sun for the first time since
Adam was a boy and such plowing and such
soil is worth going a long way to see.
From near the southwest corner of the ranch,
Mr. Stroebel has laid out a beautiful road in a
northeasterly direction and at right angles
from this main thoroughfare other roads
reaching the subdivisions are laid out, so that
every tract will be accessible by a good road.
On both sides of the main road, land for nur-
sery and garden purposes is already plowed
and fences are being erected to enclose them
and although the soil was never before plow-
ed, nor has there been rain for seven months,
yet the soil now contains moisture sufficient
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for planting and on the mesa too. The valley
lands are much more difficult to clear and get
ready for the plow as the green grass and
weeds are so high and thick that a team of
horses cannot haul an empty wagon through
them and the whole land must be grubbed
with mattocks, which is being done by about a
dozen men. This land will not be used till late
in the season, after all of the dry lands have
been put in order and under cultivation, at
which time hundreds of acres of corn, which
can reasonably be expected to yield about 100
bushels per acre, can be planted.

The adaptability of the mesa soil of the En-
cinitas ranch for the growth of tobacco is to be
fully tested this season, with seed imported
direct from Cuba and from the Southern
States and so far, as comparisons with tobacco

Work records were maintained on each colonist to verify the
days worked and money credited their account.



soil is concerned, there can be hardly a ques-
tion of the success of the experiment.

In the center of the tract which the colonists
are clearing, they have built a blacksmith
shop and have their own smith at work,
sharpening ploughshares, grub hoes, shoeing
horses, etc. and at this point will soon
establish their own store and build their
school house.

The entire colony seem as contented and hap-
py as possible and San Diego county may be
congratulated in acquiring such valuable cit-
izens. It is expected that about 100 will be ad-
ded to the colony in a few days or as soon as
houses for their accommodation can be built.
There are some half a dozen good carpenters
besides a number of handy men.

The increased demand for a reliable food sup-
ply caused the colonists to establish a colony
store. Large quantities of food were ordered in-
cluding 2,500 Ibs. of flour, 3,000 lbs. of
potatoes, 200 Ibs. of salt, a barrel of vinegar and
similar quantities of 50 other items. The store
was located at the adobe ranch houses and began
operation in mid December 1884. It was man-
aged by an appointed colonist (the first was Mr.
Theodore Nollenberger) and was open all day
on Wednesdays and Sundays.

An extensive survey of the rancho was started
by Conrad Stroebel and a few other colonists.
The surveying equipment consisted of a com-
pass, a geodetic measuring chain and a number
of redwood stakes. The actual surveying re-
quired three to five men, one to hold the
geodetic chain at a known starting point, a se-
cond pulled the other end of chain until tight,
and a third man, using the compass, guided the
man pulling the chain. The remaining men
freed the geodetic chain when it tangled on
weeds or brush. After the desired number of
chain lengths had been measured, a redwood
stake was driven into the ground, thus
establishing the location of a parcel of property,
street, or a reference point. This method was
used to establish all streets and subdivide the
colony Olivenhain land.

The first area to be surveyed and subdivided
was the San Elijo valley (which is the present
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Ledger from the colonv store that opened in mid December
1884 and was located at the adobe ranch houses.

location of Olivenhain). This valley was favored
by the colonists due to its many natural re-
sources. Being approximately two miles long by
one mile wide and contained by a natural sand-
stone ridge on the west, a series of sloping hills
on the north and the Rancho Las Encinitas
boundary line on the east and south, the valley
could easily accommodate 100 farms. The soil
was exceptionally rich judging by the foliage it
supported. The San Diego Union verified this
fact when it wrote “‘the green grass and weeds
are so high and thick that a team of horses can-
not haul an empty wagon through them”. Also
the prospect of water appeared favorable. The
San Elijo creek that paralleled the east side of
the valley assured the colonists that water could
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the colonists in January of 1885 and is the earliest known map of Olivenhain.

This subdivision map was drawn by
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This dndenture, o p—

tn the vear of our Lord one housaud eiyhl hnadred and eighly
@rtwrm the COLONY OLIVENHNAIN, Connly of Sar Diego, Stale of Coltfornia, an in-

corporaled Compeny under the laws of s Ntate, pocly of the first part

the prrt of the second purt,
a*’itmsscth. Lhet the said peart of the first part, jor and in consideration of' the sum of
Dollers,

of the {nited Stutes of America, of whick

in hand pard by e said poart

of the second parl, the receipl whereof' is hereby acknowledged , he remised, released and for-
erer quit-clatmed, awd Yy these presents o remise, refease and forever guit-cleim, unto tie
said part of ' the second part, and lo heirs and assigns, all of e hereinafler

descrived real extate sitnale in Uee Connly of San Diego, Stale of Califor nia, and more particu-

larly described as follows.:

wﬂgtthtl’ with all and singular the lenemenls, hereditaments, and appurtenances there-
wnlo belonging, or in anywise apperltaintny, aud the reversion and reversions, remainder wund
remainders, renls, essues, possessions and profits lthereof.

To Zilll't and to @old ll and siugnlar the said premises, logether with the appurle-

naxnces, unlo the said parl of" the second part, and to letrs and assigus forever.

g!l 317 itmm ailhmuf, the satd parly of the first part, rongh its authorized officers,

has kereunto sel hand  and seal . the day and year first above written.
Fignrd, $euled and Delivered in the Presence of —
' | SEAL |
PREBIDENT. L
’ | sear
COLOMY REQORDER, .- —

A, Salimehier, Bookeeller Biationer, elo, San Dheyo, Cal

Quit-claim deeds were given to each property owner within the colony, thus confirming legal title to their land. Notice thar this
original document was not registered with the county of San Diego and the only supporting signatures were the president and the
“colony recorder”.
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be found in reasonably shallow wells. With all
its resources and potential, this valley was in-
deed the best land on the Rancho Las Encinitas.

The San Elijo valley was subdivided into five
acre parcels, most of which measured 300 feet
wide by 720 feet long. Each of these parcels
were bordered by road easements which inter-
connected the entire valley. Additionally, a
large number of city lots, measuring 30 feet
wide by 140 feet long, were subdivided along
the east side and paralleling the present day
Rancho Santa Fe Rd. These lots were for the
future town site and could be purchased for $25
to $50 each.

The large mesa (present location of Village
Park housing development) had good farming
soil but presumably lacked adequate water. A
few parcels of land were subdivided for in-
dividual farm sites; however most of the mesa
was reserved for the colony farm.

Approximately 100 acres of the north side of
the Rancho were reserved for future expansion
and would not be impoved or subdivided until
the following year, which explains the absence
of farms near the springs on the northeast
corner of the Rancho.

Before the surveying was complete, the col-
onists were selecting their parcels of land. Each
five acre parcel was carefully analyzed and
evaluated for such things as terrain, farming
potential and prospect of water. In due time,
each colonist had unofficially picked out their
desired plot of land. The official land distribu-
tion began in mid January 1885.

Quit-claim deeds were issued to each property
owner thus confirming ownership. Additional
property could be purchased by any member for
$190 per five acre parcel, however, only a few
were financially able to do so.

After a number of parcels had been distri-
buted, housing construction began. Thousands
of board feet of lumber were ordered from the J.
Russ Co. in San Diego. The lumber was
transported by railroad to the town of Encinitas,
then by wagons to the San Elijo valley. There
were a number of excellent carpenters within
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the colony, like Bernhard Reseck and William
Dommes who were appointed as foremen and
managed a large taskforce of helpers.

The houses were of two basic sizes, 16’ x 24’
and 14" X 28'. Each house had at least two
rooms and could be made into three. The basic
construction was redwood and had a door, sev-
eral windows, a shingle roof and included a
wood burning stove.

If a colonist wanted a larger house, additional
money would have to be paid to the colony.

Besides the standard house, there was also the
economy model, the shanty. This dwelling was
either 12’ X 14’ or 14' X 16’ and consisted of
one room, one door and one window. The cost

These houses were originally constructed in 1885 and are still
pleasant homes, 90 years later. Additional rooms have been
added through the years, but the original houses are easily
recognized by their peaked roofs. The house in the top photo
was butlt for Theodore Pinther and latter became the home of
Laura and Harvey Miller. The house in the lower photo was
built for Wilhelm Wiro and latter became the home of Mrs.
Marie Wiro.



of a shanty was considerably less than the stan-
dard house and credit allowances were given to
those colonists that requested them. Shanties
were also built for colonists who had not paid
enough money into the colony and thereby were
not entitled to a house. For these reasons, shan-
ties became quite popular and totaled approx-
imately 80 per cent of all dwellings constructed.

B i A

This shanty was built for Charles Lickert and is the only
shanty remaining in Olivenhain. The addition of a window
and galvanized roof are the only changes. Photographed loca-
tion: termination of 11th Streer.

Undoubtedly, the largest and most expensive
house constructed was the one for Mr. Herman
Baecht, which cost him $500. Mr. Baecht an-
ticipated using his house as a hotel and had
already named it the Germania hotel, but for the
time being it housed his family of 12 quite com-
fortably.

Undoubtedly, the most majestic house constructed in 1885
was the one for Herman Baecht. He anticipated using it as a
hotel and named it the Germania Hotel. Originally a steeple
protruded from the roof, but other than that deletion the house
is unchanged.
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The colonists proceeded to dig wells, a task
which they had underestimated. After several
futile attempts to dig wells by hand, it soon
became clear that a well boring machine would
be required. Want ads were placed in two San
Diego newspapers for a well drilling machine,
also several letters were written to professional
well drillers and a group of colonists traveled to
Los Angeles to locate a machine, but all efforts
were in vain. No machine or professional assis-
tance could be found. The success of the colony
hinged on this one key factor, without water,
failure seemed inevitable. In a moment of
frustration, Pinther wrote a threatening letter to
a W.G. Riefenburg Co. in San Diego. This is
one of the few letters written by Theodore Pin-
ther in the English language and it quickly
reveals his foreign accent.

Dear Sir:

I wrcle lwice lo you atboul your boring
machinery and asked for your friices
and teams /’m "éoo-u)ny " wells but I
wececred no ansteer ye/ q

e canncl wadl any /nng«-l and when
you neglect wr colony like you do al
fresent, il don 't show much of teseness
means. We inlend (o glve you an crder
/’oz tiees also, bl we cannol do so lf we
are tieated the way lefe you do.

yows resh. Thecdeie Pinther

Pinther’s letter did the trick. The Riefenberg
Co. agreed to drill the wells and had their
machinery on the colony land by mid March
1885.

The machine’s auger screwed into the ground
as anxious colonists watched and waited. The
machine was slow and depended on a team of
horses for its power. Each foot of the way, eager
eyes searched for wet sand, but it was never
found. After drilling deep into the ground, the
first dry well was abandoned and the machine
was moved to a new location. Again they drilled
and again there was no water. After several
weeks of drilling, only a few wells in the San Eli-
jo flood plain basin and a few ravines in the San
Elijo valley produced water and they were



brackish and somewhat alkaline. Drilling was
discontinued on March the 23rd. The bitter
truth was now known: the colony’s land lacked
sufficient water.

The disappointment must have been tremen-
dous, but the colonists were very optimistic and
were determined to find a solution. Various
ideas were presented including piping water
from the springs some two miles away. This,
however, would be very expensive and the
springs could only produce enough water for
drinking purposes. A proposal to hire a private
water company was quickly squelched when
three colonists commented that Riverside and
Anaheim had had bad experiences with water
companies. A third proposal was to dam the San
Elijo creek and build canals to channel the water
into the valley. This idea had merit and was
highly favored by the colonists. The proposed
dam would be built near the east boundary line
of the Rancho Las Encinitas, where the flood
plain is confined by a canyon only two hundred
feet wide. Millions of gallons of water could be
trapped here and later released into canals that
would lead to various parts of the valley. Actual
construction of the dam would begin in three
months. Until the water system was complete,
almost all water used by the colonists would be
barreled and hauled in wagons.

Since the overall concept of the colony was to
provide each member with a self sustaining
farm of either a fruit orchard or vineyard, the
selection and planting of trees and cuttings was
not delayed.

By mid February, hundreds of fruit trees had
already been planted, hundreds more were due
to arrive each week. Literally thousands of trees
had been ordered, including 1200 apricots, 400
apples, 500 pears, 350 peaches, 350 plums and
so on. The sum of all known orders totalled an
astonishing 5,560 trees. Surprisingly there’s no
record of ordering or receiving any olive trees
whatsoever. In addition to fruit trees, there were
also 1,500 blackberry cuttings and 30,000 grape
cuttings.

Hundreds of fruit trees were planted in 1885 and were to pro-
vide a financial income for the colonists. These trees are all
that remain, 90 years later. The blackwalnut ( top) was
planted for Wilhelm Wiro and the two pear trees (below) were
planted for Herman Baecht.

Of the 30,000 grape vines originally planted in Olivenhain,
this is the only survivor. Photo taken 1974.
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But in reality, the quantity of trees that ar-
rived each week was far less than the colonists
had anticipated. The availability of such huge
quantities was very limited and must have
quickly drained all stock in San Diego county.
Of those trees that did arrive, many had been
severely damaged in shipping. It’s doubtful that
more than 25 per cent of all trees ordered ever
arrived.

Since orchards and vineyards required two to
three years for maturity before they could be
harvested, the colonists relied on other
resources such as vegetable gardens, grain,
livestock and poultry. Potatoes were highly
favored and planted on almost every five acre
farm. However, these were temporary and
would be phased out as soon as the orchards and
vineyards could provide a substantial income.

The level of activity had by now increased to
an alltime high. If it were only possible to
journey back in time to any March day of 1885,
one would witness an unforgettable scurry of ac-
tivity. Groups of men would be busy clearing
and plowing the virgin soil, others employing
their talents at surveying. The clatter of ham-
mers announcing the construction of new
homes and the critical task of planting fruit trees
and vineyards that would become so vital to the
colonists’ future, combined with the hurried
horse teams that pulled wagons of lumber and
barreled water. Some of the colonists would be
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Alex Beller opened the first privately owned store in February
of 1885. This store was originally located a few hundred feet
southwest of its present location at 211 Rancho Santa Fe Rd.
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already living on their farms, others would be
just starting their 30 days work and would soon
select a farm site. All these things were happen-
ing simultaneously, giving the San Elijo valley
the appearance of a boom town.

The colony’s mail carries, Mr. Louis Denk, used this buggy to
deltver letters and packages to the colonists.

A few community services were also begin-
ning. The first privately owned store was open-
ed in February 1885 by a colonist, Alex Beller.
This general merchandise store was originally
located about a hundred yards north of the pres-
ent day Encinitas Boulevard and twenty yards
east of Rancho Santa Fe Road. The colony store
was discontinued and its entire inventory sold to
Mr. Beller, who in turn sold it back to the col-
onists at inflated prices.

The colony had already petitioned for a post
office, but until it was granted all mail was
delivered by the colony’s own mail carrier, Mr.
Louis Denk, who was given the job on February
16, 1885. The mail arrived at the Encinitas
Railroad Station and it was Mr. Denk’s duty to
deliver each letter or package to the appropriate
destination within the colony.

Due to the increasing number of children
within the colony, the addition of a school house
and teacher was being seriously investigated by
several committees, but the reality of a school
was delayed for many more months.

A seemingly unplanned change that would
eventually name the colony land was beginning
to mature. To a few people the name Encinitas



B~ Wer fid) in einer dentfdhen Golonie anfiedeln und fidh eine gute
Heimath erwecben will, der {djreibe fiie Projpeft und Statuten an die Colonie
Olivenhain. Diefelben werden gratis verfandt und jede Austunft ectheilt,

Man adrefjie: ,Eolonie Olivenbain”

San Diego Connty
California.

The continued effort to attract additional members is characterized by this advertisement Jound in the November 1884 edition of
the “Neue Pfade” newspaper at Topeka, Kansas. It reads “Whoever wishes to settle in a German colony and acquire for himself,

a good home should write to the Olivenhain Colony for brochures and articles of association. These will be sent free and any infor-
mation will be given. One should address: Colonie Olivenhain San Diego County, California.” Reproduction courtesy of Kansas

State Historical Society.

Ranch and Colony Ranch was a bit awkward
and since this land was now inhabited by the
Colony Olivenhain, it must have seemed more
natural to call it by that name. A few letters writ-
ten by the colonists positively name the colony
land Olivenhain. A superb example is an ex-
cerpt found in a letter written by Conrad
Stroebel, which reads .. .to Encinitas Ranch
(Olivenhain).” Newspapers were also making
this change. The San Diego Union wrote
““...status at Olivenhain was...”’, and a
somewhat uninformed and sarcastic reporter of
a Los Angeles newspaper wrote,

“There is a new place near the line of the

California Southern Railroad in San Diego

County called Olivenhain. How it can thrive

under that odd name is a mystery yet to be
solved.”

The transition of naming the colony’s land
Olivenhain was very gradual and would not be
totally accepted for several years. Many col-
onists continued calling it the Encinitas Ranch,
others simply called it the Colony Ranch, but
the growing trend was to name it Olivenhain.

To attract additional members, adver-
tisements were continually placed in news-
papers throughout the United States. Respons-
es from these advertisements arrived daily and
were acknowledged with a copy of the colony’s
by-laws and prospectus by return mail. Occa-
sionally a hand written letter was required to
answer the more specific questions about the

colony and most fortunately the colonists re-
tained copies of these reply letters. The follow-
ing translations are a few selected letters
originally written by the colonists to prospec-

tive members.

A, Fred Feikencertts
H. Lowis NMo.
Dear sér:

Yorr feind letter dated %&u«my Bs
came lo wus, via Al Finther whom il
was addressed lo. Me are very glad lo
leciin that you, as well as same of yaewr
/fw'emaé, decided lo move here and we are
convenced that you will /ma/ il even bel-
ler than you emagined and beller than
tee can descicle il lo yoe. Tte area,
which as little as foewr months ago was
wncellivaled, és rnow conya/ele{y oﬂa/nyed
A thal time there were only lthiee
tewses in Olivenhain and thes number és
constanlly incieasing and we aie adding
a house every day. 20 hoises aie oc-
cupiied dacly lo bring lthe luméber lo the
&uli/a&iny seles. In addilion, 30,000 grapie
felants have been filantled nol mention-
ing the several hundied preel lrees as
well as seed for the food supfely for the
ol

A priesent there are afifrrcximalely 200
Seeofile in Olivenhain and we eaprect thal
thés neméber will dowble within the neat

February 16, 1885
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few weeks. Uwr financial condilions are
very good and afl fuesent we have more
than $4,000 in the bank. The gmﬂ'fy o/’
the soil és expriessed by the beawdlifud
green coverny the tand and l/ e con-
W%fw@ubwlc/m(naﬁm-
nace lo wavn ,yoa/zoe% whitle we work én
shord sleeve sharls and cwr women and
childien are silling in fronl of the doows
én swmmer dress and engoying the
beawliful biceye coming in from lhe sea.
Wanoa{eumy all thes, F don 't think I
lo/a/youloo»uuzﬁ aboul ctr area and we
can very well wundewland thal frecpile
wanl lo flee yowr climale. Therefore we
topre lo be able lo gieel you very shorlly.
I we can give you any more enforma-
licn on thes maller, flease led ws fnow
and we will gladly do so. Hepiing lo see
you scon.
Well remain ewith besl wyaada.
Theodore Nollenberger sec.

M. Rudotph Reost
St Lowds, Meo.

Dear ser:

We rececved younr leller from lhe first
of thés month and, as requested, send
you allacted hereloc anclher cofey o/ ot
ty-taws and we wonld very much like o
see you as well as yowr friends become
members of cur colony.

Owr colony és fricgiessing very fast and
i has come lo a proinl of ly.

The agreement made when we bought
the land was thal we wold fray of off
oner sex years and we feel now thatl we
can easily meel these reguirements. Pe
ateady harve afifricximalely 30 houses
buill and we add new howses al a rale of
one a day. New memébers avdve daily
and al fresent we are atieady 200 frecfile
in the colony. The climale és atbsolulely
beanlifud and theie are no diseases ot
séchnesses in this area. Duile on the con-

.‘%A/mmy 20, 1885
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There are wonderful cold as well as
warm méineral spiings on the fucperly of
the colony and we assame that they will
have an undelevmened tiemendeous vatue
in the futwre for ws.

.%eya»m/ény lhe yene/m/ eater ““/W}"'
there will be a conference with exprerls in
thes field in the very near fulure and we
well come lo a concluscon then, fhowerver,
we do have encugh waler for cur frlant-
ings and cur ﬁ/} secfifeard. The co/ony
houses are 16’ x 24’ or 14’ X 28, lthey
aie buill of weod, they conlain lwe
1wems, bul if necessary could be made
inte thiee 1wcoms. Any member wha
wanls maore than five aces r/ ltand can
bay additional land.

ols Srer /umay/za/tﬁ #75 of lthe éy-/aau,
cach member whao has praid his entiy fee
a/ $25 &5 oMyaled lo Sy anactber $200
al his aviival. By working for the col-
ony any meméber can make enough
money lo supfrord himself and hés fami-

Yaragraphs 29 ¥ 30 of the by-laws
tave been voided. The monthly dues lo
the colony begin lhiee months after ar-
weal al the u){ony and amocunt la $10
frer month. These §10 can easily be
earned within the colony. Fee
/uuayda/:ﬁ 26.

AU neew calenists mast be advised (o
only biing the very necessary things
wilh them, under no cércemstances
steeld fronilavie be brought lo the col-
ony, since furnilwie freight chaiges aie
maere exprensive lhan new ﬂmn&/axm n
this area.

Yeewr guestions -wyakﬁ'ny lhe énceme
for the last business year and the
climale canndl be answered sénce we
fel sellled here November 8, 1884 and
all work sence then has /z«wy,wma/ af a
rery /ho{ rate.

When you aricve here you can see with

your owen eyes whal is hapfrening and



we fiopre thal yoer avicval will nof be in
loo distant a fretere.
el be looking foreard lo meeling
you frewsonally very scon.
SNollenterger sec.

A, Rathaches
Detroct Aforid 4, 1885

MWe have yoer leller of March 215t
and ansecer yotr gueslions en the ﬁ)//om-
ng.

The socl varies a greal deal, depfrending
on ls locatlion. Could be light, hearvy or
even as heavy as adobe. The vegelalion
s woods or andeibaesh, again a/e/ze»u/iny
on localion.

'%m'/aﬁ'ny materal el here s frine or
redewood. Al a cost of 816 lo 832 frer
1,000 feel.

Pthin the co/ony there are on{y Ger-
man frecpile while the Aa/umuuﬁny areas
are proprataled by Ameiicans, Spanish
and Alexican frecpile.

Jfa,n/l-'ny @ ’900(/_, there are 1atibels,
deer and all souls (;/ birds. There are
some snakes here, mosquiloes and fleas
aie complelely unknown here.

A milh cow cosl belween $60 and $70.
oA vancher i dealer in caltle could make
good money hee. Meal as well as cal-
tle, és exprensive, teef for inslance cost 15
cents frer fround.

Te cfeen wpe a reslawrant lypre teeseness
@ friemature, howerer, a giccery slore
wowld be good business, esprecially since
there és (m'/y one én Oleventrain and we
need comprelileon rery l‘a(//y.

(gdy lols are 30" x 150" and /ﬁcy e
poiced belween $25 and $50. Every col-
ondsl can buy as many lols as he wanls.

A chicken /h/&m. woeld le a rery yooc/
tesiness as eqggs are very exfiensive., Thre
care of chickens however lakes a lol of

lime and meoney.
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Government land és /t/enW and can
te obtained for $1.50 prer acie. I can
atlse be homesteaded Just for praying the
recording fees.

e will /aua(na/ yotwr greelings (o A,
Beller.

The climale here és atbsclulely
teawlifed. The days are waim and the
tu'yﬂfd cold and every Jay &u}ny.-} a nice
fresh breege from the west which makes
lhe heal meore bearable.

Pe ﬁ/teéennl/y are slell én the rainy
season, for instance we had 1ain loday
for ene hownr.

Pheever és enlerested in Joining lthe
co/ony strotedd do so as scon as /mMM/e as
the enty fees will be racsed by $150 very
shorlly.

Barlfes sec.
Finther fries.

The influx of new arrivals averaged 45 people
per month. By January 1885 the population on
the colony land had reached 140 people. Many
of these arrivals included women and children.
Some families were quite large, for instance,
three members and their families totaled 18
people.

To insure a safe journey, the people usually
traveled in groups of two to four families each.
A few members and families did travel in-
dependently, which for some proved to be a
mistake. The misfortune of one family is record-
ed in the Colton “Semi-Tropic” newspaper.

Last Saturday a German family, consisting of
father, mother and six children, arrived in
Colton from St. Louis bound for new Ger-
man colony in San Diego. They expected to
reach their destination via the California
Southern railroad, but very disappointed in
finding that passenger trains were not run-
ning over the road yet. As the family were
very short of funds their means soon gave out.

Depending on when they arrived, the col-
onists followed one of two basic routes to
Southern California. Prior to January 1885, the
colonists traveled to Wilmington, California via



the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad from
the east, then south by seagoing steamer to San
Diego harbor and finally to the town of En-
cinitas by the California Southern Railroad.
After completing repairs to the flood damaged
tracks in Temecula Canyon, the California
Southern Railroad resumed total service on the
first of January 1885. This allowed the colonists
to switch trains at Colton, California and pro-
ceed directly to the town of Encinitas. New ar-
rivals were usually greeted at the Encinitas
railroad station and guided to the colony.

The many unscheduled arrivals of small
groups and individual colonist increased the
colony’s population each week and by February
17, 1885 there were 204 men, women and chil-
dren on the colony land.

The usual arrivals of small groups continued
through most of March, then in an excited man-
ner Theodore Pinther wrote this letter to the
San Diego Sun newspaper.

In the fastlest tcrny a shorl weprord

from owr colony lo yowr vatlualle frapier.
Yesterday, AMarch 30th avicved from
Chicgo and Fullmann, Ftlincis 15
/a/mi/t'ed c}ncﬁ«/a'ny maore than ﬂﬂy
treads. This has been the largest avicval
since the forst prarly came from Denve
conlaining 67 theads under the lead 0/
Al Dommes. Mesrs. Julius Grachn
from Fultmann and Fied Koehin from
Wﬁl’tay« made wp the yea/eu/ay /afzyp
Searly and then new colonisls are fleased
wilh the land of the colony and thedr
frospects. Messis. Finther, frresident,
MWm. Barljes secrelary, N. Braun
feieman and Youis York and W. Dom-
mes had a very busy day (o wecedve the
neww comers and make avangements for
new: fomes for these new colonists. A
RBeller 4*/’/ on frorsetlack lthe next mon-
ing al thiee o clock for San Diego lo
tuy lwe doyen sloves and some clher
sepipelies for ths store. As. Frank
Hemball came dewen /unn Collon te San
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Diego on the same tiain with lhe col-
onisls.

The colony’s population continued to in-
crease for several more months and at its peak
would reach from 280 to 310 people.

The colony’s rapid population growth and
seemingly overnight accomplishments were
generating interest in San Diego and National
City. Newspaper articles and hearsay tales
about this new German settlement stirred im-
aginations and created additional questions. To
formally introduce the colony to these many
curious observers, Mr. A. Wentcher, then the
German counselor in San Diego, organized a
grand excursion to the “Olivenhain Colony”.
The excursion departed on the morning of
March 22, 1885. Among the many participants
was a newspaper reporter from the National
City Record, who later wrote this long but in-
teresting article.

As per advertisement, the excursion train
left National City on Sunday last at 7 o’clock,
A.M. and arrived at San Diego in about 30
minutes, where it remained an hour or so
waiting for the tardy denizeus of the sleepy
metropolis to get on board. After enjoying the
landscape scenery and ocean views for an
hour or more we arrived at Encinitas, at
which point were numerous vehicles in
waiting to carry the excursionists to the
Olivenhain colony settlement. The teams
were nearly all trimmed with national
emblems and the conveyances decorated with
evergreens, so that the procession under way
resembled a grand pageant destined for Ely-
sian fields — as indeed, the destination
proved. The distance to the colony was about
five miles over hills and dales, the roadside
blooming with variegated flowers, designating
it as a land flowing with honey, etc. On arriv-
ing at the first of the settlement at the colony
we found a beautiful archway embroidered
with evergreen and flowers, over which, in
plain, bold lettering, was the significant word
“Welcome”. As each load of excursionists
passed through the archway a volley of mus-
ketry was fired as a salute by a company of the
colonists and hand-grenades or improvised
bombs continuously exploded, caused the hills



to echo the rejoicing of the new German set-
tlers at the reception of their guests. A short
distance further on was another archway also
exquisitely decorated, over which were the
following expressive words “San Diego the
harbor and metropolis of the future Oliven-
hain our home”.

After allowing the horses a breathing spell,
the procession again proceeded to the head of
the canyon where, under the heavy branches
of mammoth native cottonwood trees, were
arranged seats and staging — here all hands
partook of lunch — the indefatigable Isidor
Louis was there with ice cream, which deli-
cacy he dished out with lavish hand to the
recuperating excursionists. The brass band,
with its leader Calmbach, entertained the pic-
nicers with choice selections of music-seated
here, in the shade of trees which voluntarily
sprang from the seeds ages ago, surrounded
on every hand by rich verdure and beautiful
flowers, listening to music as it emanated
from skilled artists, was truly enchanting —
an experience never to be forgotten. Over the
staging built for the band was the following, a
motto that tells its own story for the colony
“Einigkeit macht stark”, which, interpreted,
means — “In union there is strength”. The
German portion of the excursionists seemed
to derive the true essence of enjoyment by fre-
quently partaking of “bumpers” of beer, but
we must say that not a drunken or disorderly
person was noticed by the writer. This beer,
we understand, was a treat by the colonists,
and right royally did they treat — for keg
followed keg, and many were the toasts given
in honor of the occasion. An excursion com-
posed principally of Germans to a German
colony, without beer, would be like a wed-
ding without the bride. There were parties
along who never understood a word of Ger-
man, who, after imbibing a few glasses of the
foaming beer, rolled off long, jaw-breaking
German words with the ease and grace of a
genuine emigrant from the fatherland. (The
last sentence may seem to the casual reader as
somewhat exaggerated, but then in all candor,
we have aimed to avoid exaggeration in the
main particulars of this article).

After numerous toasts and lots of music
the audience was quieted down and ad-
dressed by Mr. A. Wentscher — the
originator of the excursion. In a few well
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Announcement of the up-coming Olivenhain excursion from
the March 1885 edition of the National City Record news-

paper.

GRAND

EXCURSION

TO THE

OLIVENHAIN COLONY

Sunday, March 22d.

—

A Special Train

Will leave D street depot, San
Diego, at 7:30 A. M., and re-
turn at 6 p. M.; and will leave
National City depot at 7 A. a.

=== Rou~p Trir TiCKETS
10 ENciniTAs SraTion, $2.00.

-—Pioneer Band—Calmbach,
leader, will accompany the
Excursion.

Teaus

Will be in readiness at the
Station to convey the Excur-
sionists to and from Oliven-
hain for 25 cents each.

TIcKETS

Can be procured at the Horton
House, and at

A. WENTCHER'S.

no23.1t




selected words Mr. Wentscher thanked the
colonists for their kind reception of the excur-
sionists and prophesied for them a brilliantly
prosperous future.

Further facts and impressions: The offi-
cers and leading members of the colony
received the excursionists on their arrival at
the first archway and continually mingled
with their visiting friends, giving informa-
tion as to the present and future plans of the
colony. Their great concern at the present is
— how to secure the benefit of all the water
on the ranch — there is a stream and
numerous living springs — but in the course
of a year without care and considerable ex-
pense, a great deal of water will go to waste.
The most feasible plan yet proposed is to
build a dam in the canyon, this dam to act as
a reservoir. To secure and retain all the water
of the stream — especially during dry spells.
From this dam the water can be conducted
by ditches around the side hills to almost any
place on the ranch. A sufficient elevation for
such a dam or reservoir can be obtained for
this purpose, and by co-operative it seems to
us that such a system could be inaugurated
without great expense, this same plan is
followed in Colorado with never failing suc-
cess and if inaugurated here the colonists can
raise small grain in abundance, while at the
same time irrigating their young vineyards
and fruit orchards — which in an incredible
short time also produce fruit. An artesian
well is also being sunk on high ground — a
depth of nearly two hundred feet having
already been attained — if this experiment
after artesian water fails, the former plan can-
not fail — so, as far as water is concerned, the
Olivenhain colony is alright — the only
drawback to the country surmounted at the
start. The writer was agreeably surprised —
at the excellence of the soil, the beauty of the
track of land on which the colonists have
located — and at the immense amount of im-
provement made in so short a space of time
— most especially so, as within a few short
months the writer was told by a San Diego
real estate dealer that the Encinitas Ranch
was not worth fifty cents an acre — this was
about the time that our two well known
citizens, Messrs. Frank A. and Warren C.
Kimball, were negotiating for the sale of the
said Encinitas Ranch to this same colony of
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Germans. We never saw a finer track of land,
and we doubt if there is a better tract for all
purposes in Southern California. The En-
cinitas Ranch contained 4,437 acres and was
sold by the Kimballs, we learn, for $15 an
acre — in the transfer the Kimballs may have
done well, but the colonists certainly have
done better. On the 8th of last November the
first improvements were made on this ranch
by the Olivenhain Colony, and as remarkable
as it may seem they have already erected
about forty residences, plowed up hundreds
of acres of land, sunk wells, set out vineyards
and fruit orchards, etc. A good store has
already been erected, of which Mr. Alex
Beller is the proprietor. He keeps general
merchandise and sells good goods on a small
margin. He believes in quick sales and small
profits, and being both energetic and honest
cannot fail to become a merchant prince. His
store is a good size and is well stocked, and as
the colony increases in numbers he will also
increase in stock. Among those having the
best residences are Herman Baecht, Conrad
Stroebel, exsecretary of the colony, Theo-
dore Pinther, Paul Flassig, Gustav Bach-
stein, Wm. Dommes and B. Reseck. At pres-
ent many of the colonists built first a kitchen,
in which they temporarily live during the
erection of the main dwelling which is, of
course, attached to the first structure. In a
few years it will be safe to predict, that pass-
ing over the Olivenhain settlement, you will
see on every side fine residences, big red
barns, flower gardens, fat cattle, sleek horses,
etc., etc., — at least, that is what we find in
every German settlement where proper time
has elapsed for such things to be brought
about. There is nothing in the world to keep
back this colony — they have efficient and
enterprising officers whose foresight and
business experience is sure to bring success
to every member thereof.

The president, Mr. Pinther, the writer has
known for years as a newspaper man, author,
orator and merchant, and can say that no
more thorough-going, capable and honest
leader could be selected for any colony, and
with such a leader the Olivenhain will make a
mark in the near future among the promi-
nent colonies of the continent. The treasurer,
Mr. Flassig, is also an efficient man, one who
1s affable in his ways, and by his gentlemanly



deportment will make friends wherever he
may have dealings. Mr. Herman Baecht, one
of the trustees, is also known to us as a genial
gentleman of large business experience. The
same may be said undoubtedly of all the of-
ficers, but we only speak at this writing of
those with whom we are most intimately ac-
quainted, as our allotment of space will
allow.

The excursion party numbered something
less than one hundred, and was a complete
success, unless perhaps in a financial way to
Consul Wentscher.

For many points of information we are in-
debted to Mr. L. York, a member of the col-
ony — the artist who so dexterously painted
the lettering over the archways. He also in-
formed us that acquisitions to the colony
were constantly arriving and that before
many weeks there will be several hundred
families in the colony.

The German consul’s flag floated from the
dome of Mr. Herman Baecht’s residence,
which is perhaps the most prominent
building in the colony — located on a high
knoll, commanding a good view of the sur-
rounding country.

In a short time the building of an academy,
church and other public buildings will follow
and we learn that the erection of a grist mill
and brewery is also contemplated.

The Olivenhain colony is located about
thirty six miles north of San Diego and about
five miles east of Encinitas station, on the
California Southern railroad, hence easy of
access to commercial points. Here the
climate is excellent — where frosts are never
known and where flowers perpetually bloom.
The location and soil is peculiarly adapted
for vineyards and fruit orchards — being five
miles back from the ocean, where the breezes
become tempered. Here the Germans will
produce raisins by the ton, wine by the tierce
and fruit by the car load. We would also
think that the site is an excellent one for in-
valids.

We consider that the purchase and settle-
ment of the Encinitas ranch by the Oliven-
hain colony one of the most important
movements for the benefit of San Diego
county made for many years past — one that
will figure prominently in the history of our
county.
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There is one other prominent point the
colonists have under advisement — that is,
the building of a railroad to intersect with the
California Southern near Encinitas station —
the distance is only about five miles, an easy,
almost natural grade and could be con-
structed at a comparatively trifling expense.
When the colony is increased by several hun-
dred more families, we have no question of
the feasibility and practicability of the plan
— this road would undoubtedly prove a prof-
itable feeder for the California Southern road
— most especially so if pushed on into other
growing settlements.

About 6 P.M. the train left for home, all
the excursionists feeling well repaid for the
trip, and all expressing themselves as anxious
to return again on another excursion at an
early date. If Mr. Wentscher should get up
another excursion we predict that it will be
difficult for the California Southern com-
pany to furnish sufficient cars. Our descrip-
tion of this excursion has been necessarily
brief, but we shall have more to say from
time to time about the good time we enjoyed
and what we learned, in future issues of the
Record and will now close with our benedic-
tion — “long live the Olivenhain Colony,
and may its members live long and prosper.”

The excursion was a total success indeed.
The colonists gleamed with signs of prosperity
as they eagerly displayed their many accom-
plishments and revealed their future goals. Un-
disputably the colony had achieved total suc-
cess, both as an organization and a settlement.

The timing of the excursion couldn’t have
been planned more perfectly, for the colony
had nearly reached its peak. No one could im-
agine the terrible catastrophe that would soon
destroy the very soul of the colony.

To the average observer, the colony’s swift
progress and rapid growth were unmistakable
signs of success. Credit for this achievement
was usually given to the founder and president
of the colony, Theodore Pinther, who had
united hundreds of German emigrants and
forged a thriving settlement from a once
desolate and uninhabited land. During the first



four months on the colony land, his unques-
tioned loyalty and dedication to the colony was
asssumed by most people, especially by his
fellow members. “We realize,” wrote a fellow
colonist, “‘the service Mr. Pinther has rendered
to the colony. He has our complete trust and
we are bound in gratitude”. There was no
tangible reason to question his honesty for
many months. Then an increasing number of
discoveries cast a cloud of suspicion on his
assumed integrity and honest intentions.

The origin of the trouble can be traced back
to September of 1884, when Theodore Pinther
and Conrad Stroebel were sent to Southern
California to purchase the colony land. They
had been instructed to investigate all land
available, based on a careful examination of
both resources and cost. Upon selecting a
parcel, they were supposed to obtain the con-
sent of the remaining colonists before enacting
any legal contract. The colonists were therefore
surprised when they learned that Pinther and
Stroebel had purchased the Rancho Las En-
cinitas without acquiring permission. At the
time it was considered an insignificant over-
sight, but later when the colonists discovered
the Rancho lacked sufficient water, this
unauthorized decision quickly resurfaced.

Additional friction was created when Pinther
neglected to perform his mandatory thirty days
physical labor for the colony, claiming that his
duties as president required all his time. Some
colonists questioned that fact since his mail cor-
respondence had been badly neglected. The
colony’s branch office in Chicago wrote many
letters that were never answered. Much of Pin-
ther’s correspondence had to be acknowledged
by other colonists. Some members resented
Pinther’s behavior and personal conflicts soon
arose. Recorded in the minutes of one colony
meeting is ‘“Mr. Braun reported that he re-
signed his post as economy manager since he
could not work with President Pinther. Pin-
ther’s advice was always interfering”. A
mysterious feeling of mistrust was beginning
to generate within the colony. No one could
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pinpoint the reason, but suspected Pinther of
some wrong doing. The feeling was shared by
the members back east and many were reluctant
to join the colony in California.

The colonists were further aroused when
they were told by adjoining neighbors that the
price they were paying for the land was ex-
tremely high. They were informed that $15 per
acre was an outlandish price for unimproved
land and the Rancho Las Encinitas was worth
only a fraction of that. Subsequent inquiries ex-
posed other detrimental facts, including a
rumor that Pinther and Stroebel were receiving
a commission from the Kimball brothers.
These and other rumors magnified the original
suspicions and a heated investigation was un-
derway. Pinther was questioned several times
but denied any wrong doing. Unsatisfied with
his assuring words, the colonists demanded a
German translation of the sales contract be-
tween the Kimball brothers and the colony. Un-
fortunately, none of the colonists were able to
read the original contract since it was written in
the English language and had previously relied
on Pinther’s good faith to explain its contents.

Before the translated sales contract was
received, another discovery was made. Record-
ed in the minutes of April 6, 1885 is found
“During the debate Mr. Baecht reported that
the president left the colony without permis-
sion from the board. Mr. Pinther reported that
he talked to the Kimball brothers regarding the
time extension of the payments. Mr. Baecht
and Bartjes express their deep distress that the
president took this on his own. Mr. Kleine and
Holzmann feel the same way”. The colonists
undoubtedly suspected that Pinther discussed
other pressing circumstances but ended the
debate, knowing that he would deny any fur-
ther accusations.

Three days later, the translated sales contract
arrived and was read by several colonists.
Shocked by its contents, a special meeting was
quickly assembled and the contract read to the
other members. Two major faults were discov-
ered. The first was the order in which the land



would be deeded to the colony. As outlined in
the contract, the total 4,431 acres of the Ran-
cho Las Encinitas would be released to the col-
ony upon the payment of $66,500, payable in
fourteen separate installments, spread over a
six and one half year period. The Rancho
would be conveyed to the colony by six
separate land deeds, the deeds being released
on evenly spaced intervals within the install-
ment period. The colonists had been previously
informed that the first deed would release the
first area extensively settled, namely the San
Elijo valley, which parallels the easy boundary
line of the Rancho. However, the contract
clearly stipulated the first area to be released
paralleled the west boundary line of the
Rancho and therefore would only release a
small portion of the San Elijo valley. The other
five deeds were typical of the first, each releas-
ing vast portions of unsettled land and only a
few improved acres in the San Elijo valley. The
colonists suddenly realized it could be many
more years before they obtained clear title to
their five acre farms and if for any reason the
remainder of the colony land failed to develop
they would lose their land, house and all related
improvements. The second major fault discov-
ered in the sales contract related to legal owner-
ship of the land. The colonists believed that the
Rancho, when paid for, would belong to
Theodore Pinther and Conrad Stroebel since
they were the only ones to sign the contract.

During the same meeting of April 19, it was
also discovered that someone had added an
unauthorized paragraph to the governing by-
laws of the colony. This new by-law stated ‘‘an
absolute majority is necessary to dismiss a
board of director”. Several members accused
Pinther of forging the by-laws, but he repeated-
ly changed the subject.

A special meeting was held the following day.
Due to the importance of this meeting, the
minutes are presented in their entirety.

Fhe meeling was held lo frove ot
Prescdent Pinther.
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The meeling was slarled by vice-
poesident Holymann. The secrelavy

1. Did M. Finther add an enaulticriyed
fraragraph lo lhe by-laws iegarding
the /uocaﬁue o/ &b«méku}ny a board o/
direclor? Yl lo a wvole, s Sresident
Rinthes guilly of forging the by-losns?

2. Did M. Finther make the false
statement thal the W seltlement
would be locatled on lhe firsl frarcel of
land lo be released? Pul lo a vole,
fabse slaloments?

3. Vhy did President Finther negoliale
weth the Hemball brothers withoal
Srevmisscon, bnomka{ye o a/t/uoua/ a/
the board of direclors, knowing that
thes would endanger the tuest of the
colony? Ful lo a vole, are these
secrel negoliations belween M. Fin-
ther and the Hemball brolhrers
encugh lo slart a distust within lhe
cobny?

4. Js the mistieest the mageorly (flﬁe
members, esprecially in %Aioayo,
frarve againsl the co/cvny the resell o/
Sresident Pinther’s conduwct? This
gueslion & fud lo a vole.

5. Put lte a vole, stall President Fin-
ther be removed from office?

6. .7/110(&{0“[ by the last guestion,
decided (o remove fiim fiom office as
soen as frossible and vole for a new
fresident al a special meeling.

Srescdent Fintter was nol fuesent al
this meeling and te told N Back-
slein, wheo was send lo envile A, Fen-
ther, thatl fie was sick and cowld notl ape-

Sreai. H was decided le starl the

meeling wettrowl Finther sence the ma-

Forely /éelo #és séchness was nol bad

encugh lo fuevent him from coming.

jadl nae Ns. Finther came and frie-

sented a leller with lthe wesegnation o/

M. Finther and the nolice bre cowuld



nol allend because he was nol feeling
well.

Al y(we&e//uo/wded(o accepil the
a%lh gm’oé@. M. York és rery mecch
against this. He says Nh. Finther
méssed hés cfprortundy lo 1esign, now ol
és loo lale. His sichness is just in his
tead. M. York had lold him afler the
tast board of direclows vole thal he was

M. York once look some frafiers from
M. Flassig lo N, Finther and was
looking thicugh lhe frafiers lo find the
by-laws bl . York did nol find the
fraragrafih where il was staled thal an
absolule magordly was necessary o
deésmiéss a &au/o/cﬁwo[oa He gm[c’an-
ed M. Finther and rececved the answer

can you éee/z yowr mowlh shel?’’
Before M. Yoik could answer, Fin-
ther pred the by-laws in a swilcase.
Wﬁewad(oh’éy AN, Jfoémmm,
al a laler date, thal the by-taws were
wrillen on while feafer, te became

The secrelary gave the by-laws lo Al
Flroebel lo varify thal neither the by-
laws nor the signatee ‘€. Stcebel’
WM@-WWWW«:W@,
apprarently done by A, Finther. SNone
of the older members can remember thal
such a paragiaph existed and A
Fape said for swe there never was swuch
a praragiafih.

Voled on the guestion: s A, Fin-
ther gedlly r)fﬁw e @-(amd, and
the resell was 7 by yes.

The question that A, Shoebel did
ndwynoamde(ﬁeoeéy-/awéwad
woled a/narnénmm@ yes.

Thre guestion thal Al. Finther wrole
M. Stoebed’s name was voled yes.

Al ‘:'youéma/ﬂaawk(omly
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qgmwemy the secend accuwsalion, all
memébers from Denver affirm that M.
Finther hnees which prarcel of land
wowld be released firsl. He stated il in
ts speech. AU excepl one vole thal
A, Fenther és ym'//;y o/ maél/ny /aé)e
slatements.

WUnanimously agreed thal the ar-
bitrary aclions of N, Finther wilh the
Hemball brothers starled the mistist.
éy e members, ed/uuz'al@ n (gﬁa'oayo,
which coedd ench/nym the colony due lo
M. Finthers ney/eclt'ﬂy the cor-
resprondence? dnswenr, a/le/z a /m
descussions, yes.

Before voling for the fifth gquestion
A, Flroebel counted the memdbers Sree-
sent. There mm%-e{yﬂl members
furesent. To the guestion: shall Prescdent
Finther be remaved from office, the
resulling vole was fifly seven in faror
and one againsd.

M. Backslein WA&J to go to
M. .@MMBWWWMW(/
all doceements and focperly ée/onymy lo
the colony. Meeling adjourned until
wlwn of the messenger.

After afiprroximalely one half howr,
the meeling conlinued and lthe vice
president pfresented the above menlioned
documents lo the memtbers.

M. Langer prcpcsed lo vole im-
medialely for a new puesident. Thre
veseell was 55)&71 and 3 against.

Ale. Yok rececved 47 voles, Al
RBaechl — 4 voles, A, Dommes — 3
voles, AN, Hleene — 2 voles, and Als.
Bairlfes — 2 voles.

A, Yok was elecled and lock over
the Wm o/ frrescdent wilh a ﬂm words
of thanks.

The secrelary was cideied lo send a
weprorl immedialely le Chicago.



Al Bachstein Srcpicsed lo gel a copry
of the frower-of-allomey from San
Q’l'eyo. a.‘f/(e-z lhis, a leller ﬁmn
Chicago was read, and the board shall
mail an answer as scon as frossibte.

Alse decided lo ash M. HKemball to
visel ws as soon as frossibte.

.“E'na//y decided lo redece the wages of
the stable man loc §2.00

Aleeling adjowrned. M. 39@-&(/’420

An investigation committee met with the
Kimball brothers a few days later. They asked
if Pinther and Stroebel received a commission
from the land sales and were informed that a
secret contract between Pinther and the Kim-
ball brothers did exist. Frank Kimball also
stated he would not reduce the price for the
land or change the order in which the land
would be released. On April 30th the commit-
tee again met with Frank Kimball at the office
of Wallace Leach, and again Kimball refused to
change any portion of the sales contract. Then
on May 9th, the committee learned the extent
of the secret contract. Pinther’s commission
would amount to as much as $10,000 if he ob-
tained forty to sixty thousand dollars from the
colony. Stroebel would receive a piece of pro-
perty with a house in National City. This was
to be considered a gift from the Kimball
brothers without Stroebel’s knowledge.

As expected, Stroebel denied any knowledge
of the secret contract, but the mounting
evidence against Pinther was conclusive. The
angered colonists knew they might lose
everything and that an accurate account of Pin-
ther’s secret dealings with the Kimballs was
desperately needed for future legal battles.

On May 9, 1885, Pinther was kidnapped and
subsequently held captive at a secluded loca-
tion. The guarding colonists informed Pinther
they simply wanted an accurate confession but
also warned that many other colonists wanted
to hang him.

After several days, Pinther confessed he had
intended to cheat the colonists from the very
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beginning. During the early mail correspon-
dence, he was offered $3,000 commission if he
could sell either of two large parcels of property
to the colony. Pinther replied that $3,000 was
too cheap, but a judicious use of the multiplica-
tion table might interest him. When Pinther
and Stroebel were sent to investigate and pur-
chase the colony land, Pinther negotiated a
secret written agreement with the Kimball
brothers, wherein it was stipulated that he
would receive $9,600 for selling the Rancho
Las Encinitas. After Pinther’s confession, the
sheriff from San Diego appeared on the colony
land and Pinther was freed on May 16.

Fearing further attacks on his life, Theodore
Pinther never returned. His lust for money had
made him an outcast of the very colony he had
founded. For those remaining, troubled times
still lie ahead.

The sum of $2,800 that had already been
paid to the Kimball brothers was lost, since the
colonists would not honor the existing sales
contract. The next payment for $5,000 was
past due, and to prevent any possible confisca-
tion the colonists withdrew all their money
from the Consolidated National bank in San
Diego.

The colonists demanded a new sales contract
from the Kimball brothers and a reduced sales
price. Frank Kimball finally agreed to rewrite
the contract but would not consider a price
reduction. To break the stalemate, Kimball
suggested an arbitration board consisting of a
number of reputable businessmen who would
establish a fair sales price for the Rancho. The
colonists accepted, but five days later the Kim-
balls withdrew the offer. The colonists were
outraged and declared they would abandon
their land rather than honor the existing con-
tract, and if they abandon their land, they
would bring legal suit against the Kimball
brothers in the amount of $30,000. The Kim-
ball brothers resubmitted to arbitration on May
23. The resulting arbitration board consisted of
five men: two elected by the colony, two
elected by Frank Kimball, and one elected by



the four board members. The board convened
for the first time on June 9 and began their in-
vestigation. All aspects relating to the true
value of the land were explored including tax
assessments, testimony from various experts,
and a personal inspection of the land in ques-
tion. The investigation would continue for
several weeks and during the interim, other in-
teresting developments arose.

The colonists were so depressed by the in-
herited hardships and inadequacies of the Ran-
cho Las Encinitas that a suggestion to abandon
it was inevitable. Recorded in the minutes of a
colony meeting on June 15, 1885 is found:

A long discasséon staled atboul the fact
l}(’ the land (f e co/an;y & al all
seeclaldle /02. the Jruvificse inlended.
ulla/ny a/ the spreakers submilled it
would be test lo leave the colony and
find some other land somewhere else, U4
al all pessible. WUpon Al. Bumann s
weguest, a commdllee was named con-
sesling o/ Alessis. Hieene, ‘Wwycmd and
Setineider and the commitlee was
cideied lo look cver land in the Fan
Diego area which és frresenlly for sale.

The fact that the colonists were searching for
new land was common knowledge in San Diego
County. The San Diego Union newspaper
reports:

H. Baecht, proprietor of the Germania hotel,
Olivenhain, was in town yesterday. He said
it’s clear that the colonists are determined to
abandon the lands they now occupy unless
the present differences as to prices can be set-
tled to their suiting. The lands they consider
practically valueless without irrigation
facilities and they estimate $50,000 will be
required to furnish these. The colonists are
doing such work as is necessary to care for
the growing crops but will make no further
improvements till the matters at issue are set-
tled.

The land investigation committee anxiously
reported their findings on June 21. New land
had been found in the El Cajon Valley, approx-
imately twenty miles East of San Diego. This
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land was already cultivated and was highly
recommended by the committee. Many col-
onists wanted to relocate immediately, but dur-
ing this same meeting Mr. William Dommes
said,
”-,v{{ofufny al thés froint és oul of e
guestion since lthe colony dees not have
any capiilal. In any evenl one stroeld
wail wnlil the end of the negolialions
with Hemball. A tong debale followed
and mest of the speakers friesented the
chiinion thal l]’ lhe land és nol éelfng af-
fraised loo high, then il weald be best
le stlay ight here. "’

For reasons yet unknown, Frank Kimball ap-
proached the arbitration board and offered all
land that had been cultivated for $15 per acre
and that the colony need not purchase the re-
mainder of the Rancho Las Encinitas. The ar-
bitration board strongly supported Kimball’s
offer, but the colonists’ opinions were mixed.
Some wanted to accept, others did not. After
repeated encouragements from the arbitration
board and the favoring colonists, the offer was
accepted, with stipulations. This was followed
by a series of offers and counteroffers before a
common agreement was reached. In the final
settlement, the colonists agreed to purchase
4417 acres at $15 per acre. All except ten acres
were located within the San Elijo Valley. The
Kimball brothers agreed to forfeit all land
designated as public roadways without charge
to the colony. A new land contract was written
and signed by both parties on July 8, 1885.

The colonists paid cash for their land, thus
severing all relations with the Kimball
brothers. The financing for this mass payment
was appropriated by a loan from the Con-
solidated National Bank in San Diego. The col-
onists borrowed approximately $7,000 and, for
collateral, mortgaged all their land.

After their land had been secured, the col-
onists immediately focused their attention on
Conrad Stroebel. They were convinced Stroe-
bel knew of Pinther’s proposed deception all
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After the colonists finalized a reduced sales contract with the Kimball brothers on July 8, 1885, this map was recorded by the
county of San Diego and thus separated Olivenhain from the remainder of the Rancho Las Encinitas.
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along and many believed he had actively par-
ticipated. The colonists’ actions were later
reported in the San Diego Union:
They concluded to rid the colony of
Stroebel’s presence and on last Saturday they
invited him to take his departure and saw to
it that he took formal leave of all the col-
onists, a committee volunteering to escort
him around for that purpose.

Then two days later the Union again reports:

President York and six others of Olivenhain
have been arrested at the insistence of Con-
rad Stroebel. Two of them are charged with
assault with a deadly weapon and the others
with riot. The examinations are set for the
21st. It is alleged that Stroebel’s departure
from Olivenhain was encouraged by some

birdshot that were emptied into him from a

shotgun.

After several restful days in the county jail,
the colonists had their preliminary hearing and
all charges were dismissed. Apparently,
Stroebel was unable to support his charges.
Like his forerunner, Conrad Stroebel became
an outcast to the colony.

The worst was over, but the damaging affects
from the trouble had seriously injured the col-
ony. First, the colony’s land had been reduced
to one tenth of its original size and could only
accommodate a few additional members. Sec-
ondly, the colonists had lost faith in their
organization and considered it more trouble-
some than beneficial. Without hesitating, the
colonists unanimously agreed to change the
governing policies and management of the col-
ony from its present co-operative form to a
more individualized system. This does not
mean the colony was dissolved, but rather a ma-
jor change in its operating policies did occur.
The San Diego Union reported this dramatic
change on August Ist.

Paul A.]. Flassig of late Olivenhain colony
was in town yesterday. We say “the late
Olivenhain colony” because the colony
organization of the settlement has been aban-
doned. Each land owner now operates for
himself.

Undoubtedly all the colonists were disap-
pointed by the recent developments. It’s
therefore understandable that a few would
leave, but what began as a trickle soon became a
stampede and within two years 80% of the col-
onists would abandon their promised land. The
exodus from Olivenhain was first reported on
July 16, 1885 by the San Diego Union:

A few, perhaps a dozen, have left the colony
and settled upon government land. Some are
selling their small tracts to members who are
able to buy, as they have discovered that it is
folly to think of making a living from five
acres of land in that section.
Another report just three months later
implies a sharp increase of deserters.
Curtis Johnson of San Louis Rey is having
his ranch of six hundred acres of the finest
land in that valley sub-divided into lots of
twenty acres each and had made arrange-
ments to dispose of a large portion of the
land so divided to members of the
Olivenhain colony. The purchasers intend
planting the land to grapes and building
themselves pleasant homes.
The stream of departing colonists would con-

tinue through the remainder of 1885 and all of
1886. By January 1887, most of the colony
farms were abandoned.

Many of the departed colonists relocated in
distant areas of Southern California or returned
to the Midwest and Eastern States. All except

This homestead shanty was built by Herman E Bumann in
1886 and is the last homestead shanty in the Olivenhain
area. Photo taken 1974.



After abandoning the colony land, many colonists homesteaded a short distance northeast of Olivenhain. One such homesteader
was August Schmidt, poised here on his horse Charley. Photo taken 1890).

a few of these colonists have been forgotten.
Those that are remembered include the Einers
and Asmus’ in Escondido, the Uhlands in San
Marcos, and the Mahrs in Fallbrook.

Another group of colonists homesteaded to
the northeast of the colony land. This land was
not as productive but was available in sections
of 160 acres, which could be obtained by sim-
ply filing a claim. The homesteaders were
within a short walking distance of the colony
and, although they were physically removed,
they were never socially separated from the re-
maining colonists. Due to the inherited advan-
tages, homesteading became quite popular and
attracted many colonists, including the
Wiegands, Bumanns, Resecks and Koehns.
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Like so many boom areas of its time,
Olivenhain became a near ghost town. More
than half of the houses and shanties scattered
throughout the valley were abandoned. The or-
chards and vineyards of these vacant farms
quickly withered from lack of irrigation. Hun-
dreds of young fruit trees and at least 24,000
grape vines died before they were three years
old. Only a few maintained orchards, and
vineyards would survive and eventually bare
fruit.

The two years following 1885 also found the
colony in financial trouble. The unhealthy
combination of mortgaged land and penniless
members resulted in a private recession.
Money was tight and the colonists squabbled



Amongst the many colonists that homesteaded was Bernard Reseck, who built this house and reared a family of eleven children.

His ranch was later called the “Lone Jack Ranch” and the road leading to it was appropriately named “Lone Jack Road”. The
name perpetuated but the original house (shown in photo) burned to the ground in 1896.

over minor debts. Prolonged arguments over
two dollars was not uncommon; occasionally
the same argument would continue for several
months. The colony’s financial status was fur-
ther weakened by the flow of departing mem-
bers, since their portion of the total debt was
transferred to those remaining. The colonists
were unable to fulfill their mortgage payments
several times and the threat of foreclosure
seemed unavoidable. It was by sheer
perseverance that the colonists eventually paid
their debt, and in December of 1887 the mor-
tgage was finally cancelled.

The colony’s population began to stabilize in
mid 1887. The minority that remained presum-
ably stayed because they had made extensive
improvements to their farms or they had in-
vested a large sum of money into the colony.
Whatever their reasons were, approximately
eighty people did stay.

When those remaining colonists obtained
warrant deeds for their land, they were no
longer dependent or committed to the colony
rule. This freedom, combined with the past
disappointments in the colony system, lead to a
gradual, but ultimately final, dissolvement of
the colony. Meetings were sharply reduced
from eleven in 1888 to four in 1889. After
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1889, meetings were held once or twice a year.
The last registered member was Friedrich
Teten who joined the colony in March of 1892.
The colonists had their last meeting on Nov-
ember 15, 1897; beyond that date, no other refer-
ence to the organization called Colony Oliven-
hain can be found.

The abolishment of the colony should not
imply that the Olivenhain history ended; ac-
tually it was just beginning. A healthier and
more permanent community quickly evolved.
Many of the people that remained after 1887
would remain a lifetime. These people and
their descendents would populate and farm the
Olivenhain valley for the next seventy years.
We therefore end this chapter with the begin-
ning of a new era that was recognized and
printed in 1889 by a newspaper reporter for the
San Diego Union.

Olivenhain which was settled a few years ago
by enterprising Germans is beautiful and
prosperous. Many of the first settlers,
through fraud and misrepresentations of
their agents, suffered much loss and disap-
pointment and some of them had to seek
homes elsewhere. But those who remain are
thriving. German industry and perseverance
had won the battle and no doubt Olivenhain

will be one of the coziest spots in Southern
California.



CHAPTER 4

FARMING ERA

Following the collapse of the colony system,
each colonist or family group faced the reality of
a financial income and how to earn it. Some peo-
ple returned to their former trade, and a few
succeeded, but the vast majority of people
became farmers. This was the beginning of the
farming era in Olivenhain which lasted well into
the 1950’s.

Day to day life during the farming era was
often routine and sometimes laborious and very
much like any other farming community in
Southern California. It was a time when fami-
lies grew in number, when farms were expanded
and improved, and when hard honest work was
an assumed necessity. It was a time when
Olivenhain itself grew to maturity and gave
birth to eight small businesses, two schools, two
meeting halls, and a very stable farming com-
munity.

The network of events and people which
make up the farming era are often complex and
overlapping and not suitable for a chronological
presentation; therefore, each major subject is
presented separately.

STORES

Five separate stores had opened and closed in
Olivenhain before the 1920’s. All of these stores
were privately owned except one and were
either a grocery store or general merchandise
store.

The first store opened in December 1884 and
was owned by the Colony Olivenhain. It was
located at the Ybarra adobe ruins, located one-
half mile east of Rancho Santa Fe Road and
Olivenhain Road. This early store supplied
food goods to the arriving colonists and stocked
a moderate supply of hardware items. Even
though the colony store was heavily used, it
only lasted two months.
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Alex Beller purchased the entire inventory at
the colony store and opened the first privately
owned store in February 1885. This store was
located about three hundred yards north of En-
cinitas Boulevard and seventy yards east of Ran-
cho Santa Fe Road. This was primarily a
grocery store even though Beller could special
order items such as stoves and wagons. But the
Beller store was forced out of business approx-
imately three months after it opened. Apparent-
ly, Alex Beller wronged his fellow colonists and
they in turn boycotted his store.

Herman Baecht opened a store in Late May of
1885. Little is known about the Baecht store in-
cluding its location and how long it was used.

The next store was opened by John A. Berg in
1886 and it became the main store in Oliven-
hain for approximately twenty five years. The
Berg store was located on the southeast corner
of Seventh Street and Rancho Santa Fe Road.
This general merchandise store had a large sup-
ply of food goods, hardware, clothing, and farm
supplies. “John Berg had everything from a
sewing needle to a plow,” recalls Alex D.
Reseck, “jewelry, shotguns, food, dynamite,
anything you wanted, he had. What he didn’t
have could be ordered from a large catalog.”

The main room of Berg’s store was approx-
imately twenty feet wide by thirty feet long. In
1901 Berg built a lean-to addition on the store
for the larger farm implements. The interior of
the store contained a multitude of items, all
neatly packed into every available space. A
counter near the south wall supported a large
coffee grinder and a number of candy jars. Ad-
joining the counter was a glass cabinet filled
with ladies hats, dresses, and jewelry. In the
center of the room were barrels of crackers and
apples, also several shelved racks containing
food goods. Shoes were displayed along the
north wall and a nearby rack held shirts, jeans,



[ General Merchandise

The Berg Store in abour 1900. Fohn Berg in doorway and the horse on far right is Billy Boy. Photograph from the San Diego
Historical Society - Title Insurance & Trust collection.

Berg store and a few local customers. Photo taken about 1899.
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JOHN A. BERG,

DEALER IN
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Lry Coods, Croceries, Hats, Shozs. llardware,
Drugs, Notiors, Harness and Saddlery.

Country Produce B‘ougght— and Sold

The Pioneer Store.

OLIVENHAIN, CAL,

Receipt form used by John Berg.

and other clothing items. Perishable goods were
stored in a screened room on the northeast cor-
ner of the store. Miscellaneous items such as
harnessing, pans, lanterns, and rope hung from
the ceiling and walls. A small closed in post of-
fice filled the southwest corner of the store.
Mail was kept in shoe box size containers and
given to customers by John Berg.

John Berg was a bachelor and lived alone ex-
cept when his sister and niece visited. He was a
small man, but he could handle delinquent bill
payers with the grace of a heavyweight.

In 1895 Frederick Yager opened a grocery
store about a hundred yards north of Berg’s
store. Yager’s store was smaller than Berg’s and
didn’t stock as much merchandise. There was a
small bar on the east side of Yager’s store, which
was the closest thing to a saloon that Olivenhain
ever had. “I was too young to go in the back
room,” recalls Carl Teten, “but I know they
drank liquor and gambled with cards in there.”
“One time Frank Laughter went into Yager’s
bar,” recalls Herman Wiegand, ‘““and after
drinking for a while, got kind of loud. There
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was a blacksmith there by the name of Fred
Balzer who was a very powerful man. Laughter
and Balzer got into a big fight and finally Balzer
grabbed a pick handle and drove Frank out.
Frank’s horse was tied up outside and he got a
Winchester rifle and shot four or five holes into
the building. He shot high so not to hit
anybody, just scare them. Some of the bullets
jammed in a stack of jeans which were stacked
up in the store.” After Frederick Yager’s death,
Mrs. Yager ran the store for several years and
then closed it in 1903.

Mrs. Hulda Yager sold the store to John M.
Nobel in 1906. Nobel operated the store, but
competition with the Berg store was too great
and he finally resold in 1908. “There was
jealousy between Berg and Nobel,” recalls Her-
man Bumann. “Berg thought all the customers
were his and he resented anybody that went into
Nobel’s store. Berg would sometimes go out in
the road and look over to the Nobel store to see
who was doing business there.”

Hattie and Joe Hess bought Nobel’s store and
ran a reasonably successful business until 1910.



The Hess storve in about 1918 or 1919. Arthur D: Cole on
bicycle and Mrs. Colburn on porch.

The store never opened again and was finally
moved to another location.

John Berg closed his store in 1911 and a few
years later sold it to Edward Eymann. The store
was reopened in 1914 but was primarily used as
a grocery store. Eymann added a partition to the
main room and only used about half of the avail-
able floor space. Eymann never did as much
business as Berg and finally the introduction of
automobiles sharply reduced the number of his
customers.

Eymann sold his store and property to the
county of San Diego in 1919. The store was con-
verted into a road maintenance station which
the county road department used for twenty
years and then dismantled it and moved to
another location.

BLACKSMITH SHOPS

Blacksmithing was a necessity to any farming
community and Olivenhain was no exception.
The colonists purchased a complete blacksmith
outfit only eight days after they arrived and the
blacksmith shop was probably the first structure
built in the Olivenhain valley. The colony’s
blacksmith, Cyprian Muller, was busy sharpen-
ing plowshares, grub hoes, and shoeing horses
by late November 1884. The exact location of
the colony blacksmith shop and how long it was
used is unknown.

Fred W. Teten opened the first privately
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owned blacksmith shop soon after he arrived in
1892. “My dad,” recalls Carl Teten, “‘built his
blacksmith shop on the southeast corner of Ran-
cho Santa Fe Road and our driveway (located at
211 Rancho Santa Fe Road). The building only
had one room, measuring about twelve feet wide
and maybe twenty four feet long. There were
several large bellows inside, also a forge, anvil,
drill press, and a wheel rim shrinker. He never
shod horses but could repair or build almost
anything.”

Fred Teten monopolized the blacksmith
business in Olivenhain until about 1896 when
Fred Balzer opened a shop on the southeast cor-
ner of Rancho Santa Fe Road and Ninth Street.
Balzer’s shop was about fourteen feet wide by
eighteen feet long and had a separate room ad-
joining the south wall where Balzer lived. The
shop didn’t have as much equipment as Teten’s
but Balzer could shoe horses. Fred Balzer closed
his shop in about 1900. The competition with
Fred Teten was too great and there just were not
enough customers to support two blacksmith
shops in Olivenhain.

John D. Hall built a blacksmith shop on the
northeast corner of Eighth Street and Rancho
Santa Fe Road and opened for business in about
1902. Hall anticipated little competition in
Olivenhain, since Fred Teton was unable to
work, due to a major illness. Hall’s shop was a
long building and was well equipped with
smithing tools including several forges and an
engine driven drop hammer.

JOHEN D. HATLTL,
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John Hall closed his blacksmith shop in 1906
and was the last person to operate a black-
smithing business in Olivenhain.

SCHOOL

Olivenhain was without a school for the first
twenty one months after the colonists arrived.
The immediate necessities such as building
homes and establishing a food supply took pri-
ority over a school. Then the Pinther trouble
left the entire settlement in a state of uncertain-
ty and additional months of delay. Not until
May of 1886 were the colonists prepared to
discuss a school house, which they decided
should be cheap and simple. The colonists’
desire for an inexpensive school was fulfilled by
the vacant home of Theodore Pinther. With a
total investment of fifteen dollars, Pinther’s
home was converted into a temporary school
and housed the first group of students begin-
ning in the Fall of 1886. This one-room school
house was located about a hundred feet east of
Woodwind Drive and Rancho Santa Fe Road
and was used until 1888. Little is remembered
about this early school; however, Laura A.
Miller recalled a story told her by Gertrude
MacKinnon. “Once the teacher at the old
school had to leave for a little while during
school hours. In her absence all the children
crawled into the attic and hid. When the teacher
returned, there were no children in sight and
she called and called. The children thought that
was great fun, until they were found.” After the
old school was abandoned, Fred Teten bought
the property and moved the building to its pres-
ent location at 211 Rancho Santa Fe Road.

A larger one-room school house was opened
in 1888. The colony bought Fred Balzer’s home
and moved it to the southwest corner of 7th
Street and E Street where it was used as a school
for fifty-four years. An addition was added
sometime before 1900, making the building
slightly “L”” shaped.

The Olivenhain school was classified as an
elementary school since the standard educa-
tional program didn’t exceed the eighth grade.
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The ninth grade was taught as a special class if
the student volunteered to work part time as a
teacher’s aid. If a student wanted a high school
diploma, they completed their education in
Oceanside or San Diego.

The subjects taught at the Olivenhain school
included reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling,
history and geography. English was the basic
language used even though a short course in
German was included until World War I. Most
children entering school had a poor understand-
ing of English since German was the predomi-
nant language used at home.

Most of the teachers were unmarried women
who stayed from one to six years at the Oliven-
hain school and usually boarded with one of the
local families. Some of these teachers included
Miss Eleanor O. Lewis, Miss Kate Schiller,
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Miss Kate Schiller and class of 1907.
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Miss Leda Winter, and Miss Camilla Lee.
“Those teachers were wonderful people,” recalls
Herman Wiegand. “They would bandage
up cuts and everything. They were like a
teacher and mother too. They had a lot of pa-
tience, but, of course, the children never talked
back or they would lose part of their hide.”
School started at 9:00 a.m. and ended at 2:00
p.m. for grades one through three and 4:00 p.m.
for the remainder. Noon recess was an hour
long and was the highlight of the day for the
children. ““The girls usually stayed around the
building,” recalls Laura A. Miller. ‘““‘After
eating lunch, we played games such as hide and
go-seek, run sheep run, drop the hankerchief
- and what’s my trade.” “The boys,” recalls
George T. Bumann, ‘“‘usually ran down to the
creek and went swimming, and we ate our lunch
on the run. Sometimes we climbed a hill and
rolled rocks into the valley and other times we
looked for bird nests. None of us had a watch so
we’d guess the time. We’d often be late getting
back and we would run like everything.”
Most of the children at the Olivenhain school
came from working farms and had chores before
and after school hours. “We’d get up about day-
break,” recalls Bruno Denk, “and it would be
well after dark when we got through. I milked
cows, fed the chickens, and did other chores
before walking to school. After we got home,
there were chores again. Just keeping enough
wood for the stove was a big job. I started using

West side of Olivenhain school. Cistern is now directly under
the house ar 2365 7th Street.
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the walking plow and a team of horses at a very
young age. Most kids had Sunday off and there
was a class picnic at the end of the school year.
Sometimes other kids came over to play but that
was pretty rare.”” Some children quit school to
help run the family farm. Also, the death of a
parent usually forced the older children ro work
the farm and support their younger sisters and
brothers. Laura Miller recalls, “When Fred Te-
ten died, his son Johnny quit school and worked
the farm. He was so young he could hardly reach
the handles on the walking plow, but he did the
work of a man just the same.”

Art Cole at age 12, bringing in baled hay which he loaded on
wagon.

From 1889 to 1935 the enrollment at the
Olivenhain school averaged twenty students.
Then in the late 1930’s the number of students
sharply dropped to nine. The decline con-
tinued, and finally the Olivenhain school was



closed in the Spring of 1942 and the children
were transferred to the Encinitas School Dis-
trict.

In 1943 the Olivenhain school house was
moved to the San Dieguito Union High School
and used as a music room for about twenty-five
additional years.

MEETING HALL

Based on their desire for community meetings
and social gatherings, it seems natural that the
early colonists would build a meeting hall. The
hall was presumably built in honor of the colon-
ists’ 10th anniversary, since the first arrival of
colonists was in November 1884 and the deci-
sion to build a meeting hall was made in Nov-
ember 1894. In the minutes of a colony meeting
held November 4, 1894, is found, “Next item
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The Olivenhain Meeting Hall in 1976.

on the agenda was a discussion if a hall shall be
built on the south side of block 36.” ““The
lumber was shipped to Encinitas,” recalls Her-
man Wiegand, “and all the farmers went with
their wagons to get it. My father had a wagon
drawn by four horses and we stretched that
wagon out so it would hold some of the long
timbers. I went over to the hall just once and
saw it when it was framed and the siding put on.
Bill Dommes was out there with two saw
horses. Dommes was hired for six dollars to
build the hall and many others donated their
own work. The trees were planted six or eight
months later. Pepper, cypress and eucalyptus
trees were planted but only the eucalyptus sur-
vived.”” The exact date the hall was completed is
unknown. The first recorded date is found in
the minutes of a colony meeting held March 22,




1895, which reads . . . colony block on which
the hall stands.” It’s possible the hall was com-
pleted in December of 1894, but since there’s
no recorded evidence to support that date, the
1895 date is used. The completed hall consisted
of one room, measuring twenty-eight feet wide
by thirty-six feet long, and was built on stilts,
thus forming a spacious basement. The siding
was redwood board and bat with eight built-in
glass windows and two front entry doors. The in-
terior included a musicians stage on the south-
east corner, a pot belly stove on the north wall
and a bar counter extending halfway across the
east wall.

Artist conception of the Meeting Hall in 1895 by Adeline
Bumann.

The hall became the nerve center of Oliven-
hain. Community gatherings including dances,
picnics, business meetings and 4th of July
celebrations were all held at the community
hall. On Sunday afternoons a large delegation of
Germans could be found drinking beer and
playing their favorite card game. The largest
gathering of people was on the 4th of July
celebration which started in the morning and
continued to the following morning. All the
local residences were represented, as well as
many people from neighboring communities.

Probably the most frequent event at the hall
were the Saturday night dances. These early
dances attracted people from miles around.
They came by foot or by horse-drawn buggies to
have fun and dance to the pleasant sounds emit-
ted by the violin and guitar. The beer keg,
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which was usually kept in the basement, was
carried into the hall and placed on the bar. Brass
chips, about the size of a nickel with an em-
bossed 5¢, were used to purchase beer. ““I can
still see Louis Denk in his brown vest selling the
beer,” recalls Herman Bumann. “There was so
much fun and laughter that it was necessary for
someone to check the horses every few minutes
to see if they didn’t get loose and run away.” “At
one of those old dances,” Herman Wiegand
remembers, “the beer got low, maybe two or
three gallons left. Some of the guys wanted all
that was left, so August Schmidt threw the keg
over his shoulder and ran out the door. Schmidt
and several others went down Rancho Santa Fe
Road to Encinitas Boulevard. They were sitting
in the middle of the road drinking this beer
when along came Henry Merz carrying a kero-
sene lantern. When Merz got close enough,
Melby Laughter drew his six shooter and shot
the lantern out. Merz ran up the road and
wasn’t seen the rest of the night.” Not all the
dances were so hair raising. The vast majority
were just pure fun and enjoyment for all. The
colonists held most of their dances between
1895 and about 1910. The exact number of
dances at the hall is unknown, but there were
enough to wear out two dance floors.

Soon after the turn of the century the colonist
children discovered the pleasures of social ac-
tivites. The Olivenhain youth and their friends
quickly organized, and in May of 1903 formed
the Olivenhain Owl Club. The primary purpose
of the Owl Club, per the by-laws, was simply
“For the mutual and social amusements of its
members.”” Business meetings and activities
were managed by a board of directors and of-
ficers. Monthly business meetings were short
and usually ended with some sort of entertain-
ment. For instance, the closing minutes of the
August 22, 1903, meeting reads, “The Copper
Mine String Band rendered a few select pieces
while those that felt so inclined danced.”

The Owl Club rented the colonists’ meeting
hall and had a club meeting and a dance each
month for about a year and a half. Then the



Owl Club membership badge.
members decided to build their own hall. The
Own Club hall was completed in 1904 and
stood on the southwest corner of 9th Street and
Rancho Santa Fe Road. “The Owl Club hall
was larger than the colonists’ meeting hall, as
wide and maybe ten feet longer,” recalls Herman
Bumann. “It was built on stilts, the floor being
five to six feet off the ground. The underpart of
the hall was open and the stilts and remainder of
building were clearly visible from Rancho Santa
Fe Road. The musicians stage took in the entire
width of the west wall, at least two feet high and
had a curtain which could be drawn closed.”

An admission fee of 75¢ was charged at the
monthly club dances. This door charge was in-
tended to repay the two hundred dollars which
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was borrowed to build the hall. But the atten-
dance at the dances was far less than the mem-
bers had anticipated and the door charge only
paid for dance expenses. By 1906 the Owl Club
was in serious financial trouble and their hall
was threatened by foreclosure. An additional
two hundred dollars was borrowed and used to
cancel the first mortgage. The club rented the
hall to repay some of the borrowed money but
the remainder came from the pockets of the club
members.

Once relieved from financial burdens, the
Owl Club had monthly meetings and dances for
several years. But their trouble wasn’t over. In
1909, the Owl Club hall began to lean to the
south. The inadequate bracing was streng-
thened but each year the hall leaned more and
more. By 1911 the hall was at such a threatening
angle it was abandoned from fear of total col-
lapse.

Without a hall, the Owl Club went dormant
for about four years. Then some of the members
approached the colonists and asked if they could
use the meeting hall and in exchange the Owl
Club would contribute some major improve-
ments. The request was granted, so Eddie
Reseck, together with a few helpers, dismantled
the Owl Club hall and with some of the salvaged
lumber built two dressing rooms and a hallway
on the east side of the colonists’ meeting hall.
The main room of the hall was also changed.
The bar was taken out, the musicians stage was

The 1916 addition is clearly defined from the original meeting
hall by the stepped roof lines.



raised, and a new dance floor was installed. The
improvements were completed by February of
1916 and the Owl Club dances resumed.

The Saturday night dances, between 1916
and 1918, included: neck-tie socials, hard-time
dances, box socials, and masquerades. A “mid-
night supper” (potluck) was usually served in
the basement of the hall and then the dance con-
tinued until two or three o’clock in the morning.
A phonograph was purchased but proved to be
unsatisfactory, so the live orchestra consisting
of Ed Reseck and Raymond Valenzuela pro-
vided the music.

By late 1918 the meeting hall was in a state of
disrepair. The roof needed new shingles and the
second dance floor was showing signs of wear.
Without sufficient funds for the needed repairs,
the Owl Club dances stopped. After 1918 many
of the members quit the club and were replaced
by a younger group who had fresh ideas. “We
needed money,” recalls Alex Reseck, “so during

a club meeting in 1922 we decided to cut all the
e —

eucalyptus trees down on the hall block and sell
the wood. Bill Wiro and myself cut them down
with a hand saw and then into short pieces with
a power saw. The wood was sold to local people
for fourteen dollars a cord. All those trees at the
hall block today are second growth from the
ones we cut. The roof was repaired in 1922.
Then in 1928 they bought a piano, and I in-
stalled a new dance floor that’s in the hall now.”

Dances were regularly held all through the
1920’s. Various musicians, including the
“Hawaiians” from San Diego, Leigh Young
and others, played for short periods. Then
beginning in 1930 the dances became very er-
ratic, from one to twelve dances per year. In 1944
and 1945 the Owls Club was very active again.
The “Harvey Band”, consisting of Fred Harvey,
Herman Bumann, Mac Brink and Eddie Cole,
provided most of the music. These war-time
dances attracted a large number of people in-
cluding many service men. “There was a big
mixture of people,” recalls Arthur D. Cole, “in

DANCE

at Olivenhain Owl Hall
Saturday Evening

(Good Music and Refreshments

Fverybody Cordially Invited

Posters, such as this half size reproduction, were displayed along roads and other public places.
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The “Harvey Band”, from left to right is Eddie Cole, Herman Bumann, Mac Brink and Fred Harvey. Photo taken 1945.

addition to the local people; there were men from
the Coastguard, Marines, Army and Navy who
came from the convalescent hospital in Rancho
Santa Fe. Considering this mixture, I think there
was less trouble at those dances than anywhere in
San Diego County. Once there was a big fight
that started in the back of the hall. They fought
all the way down the steps and were finally on
the ground. I quick signaled the band and they
played the Star-Spangled Banner and the fight
immediately stopped.”

During the 1940’s the kerosene lanterns were
replaced by electric lights. Other alterations in-
cluded a galvanized roof and cement entry
steps. These improvements were the last major
contribution made by the Owl Club. After the
conclusion of World War II, the Owl Club
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dances became very irregular. Even though they
continued through 1954, the dances just
weren’t as successful as they had been in
previous years. A juke box was brought into the
hall but failed to stir interest. Dances at the
Olivenhain meeting hall were simply outdated
by the modern night clubs and dance halls in
San Diego County.

After the Owl Club dissolved, the meeting
hall stood silent and practically abandoned for
about 18 years. During this idle period vandals
broke the glass windows, and wood shutters had
to be installed.

The next organized group to maintain and ac-
tively use the meeting hall would be the
Olivenhain Town Council.



The Owl Club dances in 1945 attracted many people, both civilian and military.
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MODERN CONVENIENCES

The arrival of modern conveniences such as
the telephone and electricity were delayed to
Olivenhain, presumably because of its secluded
location and small population.

Prior to rural route delivery, the mail was
transported by horse and buggy from Encinitas
to the Olivenhain post office located in John
Berg’s general merchandise store. Then in
about 1910 rural delivery came to Olivenhain.
“Don Ingersoll was the first rural mail carrier,”
recalls Bruno Denk. “When he first got the route
he rode a wild horse and had a heck of a time. He
later used a motorcycle and finally a twelve
horse-power Maxwell car. Don was the mailman
until about 1919 and then it went from one per-
son to the next.”

Don Ingersoll delivering mail in his Maxwell motor car.
Bruno Denk standing on Manchester Avenue, one-eighth mile
south of Encinitas Boulevard.

The clatter and chugs of automobiles were
first heard in Olivenhain in about 1910. With
great caution, a few residents purchased a motor
car in 1915 and by 1920 almost everybody owned
one. The Model T Ford and Overland Roadster
were the favored early makes and they, along
with their predecessors, brought the horse and
buggy days to a close. Motorcycles were also
very popular. By 1917 the Harley Davidson,
Excelsior and Thor were a common sight in
Olivenhain.

Telephone service was extended from Encini-
tas in 1938 and the convenience of casual con-
versation or business transactions became as
close as one’s own home.
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2
A few early automobiles from Olivenhain. (Top) Delivering
milk to the Cardiff railroad depot with a Buick roadster and
(bottom) an Overland roadster ar the Teten ranch.

An Olivenhain motorcycle gang. From left to right 1s Herman
Bumann, Eddie Cole, Henry Cole and Frank Laughter.
Photo taken 1925.

Electricity came to Olivenhain in about 1946
and the dream of electric lighting, appliances
and even a radio became a reality. But probably
the greatest benefit from electricity was in the
refrigeration of perishable foods, particularly



meat. Before electricity was available a few peo-
ple had a kerosene or propane refrigerator, but
most people smoked, pickled or recooked meat
before each meal.

WORLD WAR ONE

During the Spring of 1918 the United States
Army used Rancho Santa Fe and outlining areas
to train infantry soldiers. An entire regiment,
possibly two or three thousand men, were train-
ed each week and then presumedly sent to
France where they fought in the ultimate battles
of World War One. Almost every day they
marched through Olivenhain, the formation be-
ing four abreast and about a mile long. The
steady column of foot soldiers was occasionally
broken by horse mounted officers and covered

wagons. Besides marching, the soldiers also
staged many war maneuvers and occasionally
turned the quiet community of Olivenhain into
a battle ground. “One time there were about
two hundred soldiers resting under the trees at
the meeting hall,” recalls Arthur D. Cole.
“Another large group had seen them and were
preparing for a surprise attack. But my brother
and I were walking to school and saw what was
happening and got so excited we alerted the
soldiers in the hall block. The battle started
almost immediately. The attackers shot first
(both sides used blank ammunition) then those
in the hall block returned the fire. There was
really a calamity for awhile. We watched the
whole battle and really enjoyed it.”

Military on maneuvers marching one-quarter mile north of Encinitas Boulevard, along Rancho Santa Fe Road, in the year
1918.



Oltvenhain group enjoying beach picnic in about 1906. Location: near north end of Tide Park in Solana Beach.

WHO WERE THEY? during the process, became a very close knit com-

munity. This unity was further strengthened in

The basic population in Olivenhain from later years when many of the original families
1887 to 1950 was of German ancestry since the became related by marriage.

majority came during the colony era. These peo- Considering the many hundreds of people

ple had endured the colony break down and that lived in Olivenhain prior to 1950, it’s dif-

developed common occupational trends and,  ficult to know where to begin and where to end,

M. and Mrs. Peter Chalvet . Location: 200 feet north of Dommes family in 1892. From left to right are Johanna,
Fortuna Ranch Road and Bumann Road. Elsie, Wilhe, Alexander, Emma and William.
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who in include and who to exclude. A few peo-
ple resided on the outskirts of Olivenhain long
before the colony was organized. The Osuna
family, for instance, occupied the land now
known as Rancho Santa Fe and Peter Chalvet
herded flocks of sheep in the Olivenhain valley
prior to 1884. Even though these people became
neighbors and good friends with the Olivenhain
residents, they neither owned nor greatly con-
tributed to the Olivenhain history. Many peo-
ple that did reside in Olivenhain only stayed a
few years, then moved to distant areas, leaving

little trace of their prior existence or accom-
plishments. Other families like the Dommes,
Baechts and Lickerts were established residents
and farmers in Olivenhain for many years, but
they also departed and time is gradually erasing
their story. Then there were those families that
stayed in Olivenhain for the remainder of their
lives, likewise with their descendants, and in
some instances four or more generations of the
same family have lived in the Olivenhain valley.
The following seven families settled in the
Olivenhain valley or adjoining homestead land
prior to 1900 and stayed for three generations or
longer.

BUMANN

The Bumanns began their migration to
America sometime before the Civil War. First to
arrive was John Christian Bumann. Some time
after the war John married Eva Barbara in Quin-
cy, Illinois, and years later they moved to
Denver, Colorado.

Next to arrive was Frederick August Johann
Bumann and his second born son Herman Fred-
erick Wilhelm. Both had journeyed from Grosz
Garz, Germany, in 1882 and quickly settled in
Denver, Colorado, where Frederick found
employment in a small tailor shop.

In May of 1884 John, Frederick and Herman
joined the Colony Olivenhain and six months
later all three arrived on the colony land. In due
time each one selected their five acre farm site:
John, block 92; Herman, block 64; and Fred-
erick, block 23.

62

‘el 'S . E1S ‘f ‘-'

Emma and Herman Bumann on their wedding day
December 20, 1893.

John left the colony soon after his arrival and
homesteaded at the termination of Fortuna
Ranch Road. The following year John C. was
reunited with his wife Eva and their three
children, John H., Lena and Minnie. John C.
and Eva resided on their homestead for the re-
mainder of their lives.

Frederick remained on his colony block and
lived in a one room shanty until his death in
1893.

Herman remained on the colony land for
more than a year, residing part of that time with
Adam Wiegand in the San Elijo flood plain.
After the Pinther trouble, Herman abandoned
the colony and eventually sold his colony land.
He purchased an existing 160 acre homestead
(located near the termination of Bumann Road)
from Conrad Stroebel in 1886, paying about $50
for land and improvements. At first Herman
only had a small one room shanty, a lean-to barn,
two horses and a plow, but as time passed more
buildings were added, the fields cleared and the
homestead gradually became a working farm.



The Herman Bumann homestead ranch in March of 1927

In December of 1893, Herman F. Bumann
married Emma Marie Junker, a former native of
Harthau, Germany. In the years to follow
Emma and Herman had twelve children: Marie
Emilie, Laura Annie, Anna Evelyn, Louise
Marjorie, Clara Emelyn, Ernest Waldemar,
Herman Charles, Alta Elizabeth, Emil Fred-
erick, Mollie Lucille, George Theodore (the
author’s father) and William John. All twelve
children worked their parent’s farm and attend-
ed the Olivenhain school during their youth.

Herman F. dry farmed his fields for more than
thirty-five years and also sold a variety of
livestock and poultry goods. The ranch was ex-
panded by purchasing adjoining homesteads
and eventually included 480 acres.

In February of 1926 Herman F. passed away
and was followed by Emma ten years later. All
the children gradually left the homestead ranch
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except one. Herman C. Bumann continued to
work the ranch, making farming his lifetime
career. During World War Two, Herman also
was away from the ranch for some time in the
Army and was a combat veteran of battle with
the enemy on Attu Island, Alaska, in 1943.

SILAS COLE

Silas Dennison Cole was born December 10,
1852. His parents were of Dutch descent and
had resided in Pennsylvania for many years. At
age twenty-two Silas started West, first to
Michigan and then to Illinois where he met and
married Mary Adelade Kent. In 1884 Mary and
Silas were in Nebraska where their first four
children, Clarence E., Hattie M., Charles and
Florence M., were born. Then in 1892 the Cole
family moved to Del Mar, California, and after a
few years moved again to Olivenhain. The exact



3 Nk

Mary and Silas Cole sometime before 1896.

date they arrived in Olivenhain is unknown but
the school register lists the Cole children for the
first time in fiscal year 1894-1895. Since their
last son, Gerhart, was born in January of 1894,
his actual birthplace was probably Del Mar.

Silas built their home and barns near the
northeast corner of Lone Jack Road and For-
tuna Ranch Road. He also built a stone
smokehouse which in the years to follow
became an unofficial landmark.

Mary A. Cole passed away in January 1896,
leaving Silas to raise their five children, who at
the time were from two to twelve years of age.
He was a carpenter and farmer by trade but was
also very versatile and applied his talents to
many other professions.

As the children grew older, they married and
went their separate ways. Clarence E. Cole
married Amanda C. Koehn and became a pro-
minent farmer in Olivenhain. Hattie M. Cole

married Joe Hess and for a time they owned a
grocery store in Olivenhain. Charles Cole mar-
ried Leda C. Winter, a former teacher at the
Olivenhain school. Florence M. Cole married
John Peters. Gerhart Cole worked for a mining
firm in Mexico then moved to Arkansas, Okla-
homa, and finally to Lakeside, California,
where he passed away in 1965.

In his senior years Silas resided with his sons
and daughters in Olivenhain and Lakeside,
California. Silas died in December of 1938 and
was laid to rest in the Olivenhain cemetery.

CLARENCE COLE

Clarence E. Cole was born in Nebraska on
May 17, 1884, being the first child to Silas D.
and Mary A. Cole. In about 1895 Clarence
moved to Olivenhain with his parents and resid-
ed on the northeast corner of Lone Jack Road
and Fortuna Ranch Road.

In about 1904 Clarence married Amanda
Clara Koehn. Amanda’s parents, Wilhelmina

Clarence Cole family in 1911. From left to right are Aman-
da, Edward, Clarence, Arthur and Henry.



The Cole family at their home in about 1923. From left to
right are Amanda, Henry, Edward and Arthur. Name of boy
on buggy is not known,

and Ferdinard, had moved to Olivenhain in
March of 1885 being members of the Colony
Olivenhain.

For the first few years of their marriage
Amanda and Clarence lived at Silas Cole’s
ranch where their first son, Arthur D., was born
in 1906. Then the following year Clarence built
a new home located near 3177 Lone Jack Road
(a small grove of eucalyptus trees still marks the
building site). The Cole family resided at the
new ranch for approximately six years, and dur-
ing that time Henry F. and Edward C. were
born.

Clarence moved his family to Cardiff, Califor-
nia, in 1913 but returned to Olivenhain three
years later and resided at the water company
ranch located near the termination of White
Owl Drive. The Coles stayed at the water com-
pany ranch and farmed the surrounding land
until the children married and moved to other
locations. Only one of the three boys, Arthur
D., stayed in Olivenhain and began a lifetime
career of farming.

In later years Amanda lived with her eldest
son until her death in 1964. Clarence died six
years later in Chowchilla, California.

LOUIS DENK
Louis Denk was born in Weseritz, Austria, on
September 9, 1856. He immigrated to America
and first settled in Chicago and later moved to
Denver, Colorado. Since Louis was one of the

first seven members to join the Colony Oliven-
hain on May 21, 1884, he probably resided in
Denver before the colony was conceived.

When the first group of colonists arrived on
the colony land on November 8, 1884, Louis
was with them. He selected block seven (located
near Manchester Avenue and Colony Terrace
Road) for his farm site and was prepared for a
comfortable future. After the Pinther ordeal,
Louis remained on his colony land and opened a
cobbler shop (he was a shoemaker by trade), but
after the mass exodus from Olivenhain there
simply weren’t enough people to support the
shoe business and Louis turned to farming.

In July of 1894 Louis Denk married Helene
Krause. She was born in Newholdensleben,
Germany, and came to America with her first
husband and parents. After the death of her hus-
band Helene moved from Texas to California
and Olivenhain.

The Louis Denk family in abour 1899. From left to right are
Louis, Bruno, Alex, Helene and Ludwig.



Soon after their marriage Helene and Louis
built a new home located at 4404 Manchester
Avenue. The original house and related barns
cover a large area and has been the home for five
generations of the Denk family.

Helene and Louis had four children: Alex
Louis, Bruno, Ludwig Fredrick and Anna
Marie. All four attended the Olivenhain School
and worked their father’s farm during their

youth. Only one of the children, Bruno, stayed
in Olivenhain and began a lifetime career of dry
farming.

Louis earned a livelihood by dry farming in
Olivenhain for more than thirty-five years. Pro-
bably his greatest community achievement was
when he became president of the Colony Oliven-
hain in 1888 and held that position until the last
recorded meeting in November of 1897.

In 1918 Helene and Louis moved to 4241
Manchester Avenue where they resided for the
remainder of their senior years. Louis Denk
passed away in July of 1922 and was followed by
Helen in October of 1925.

BRUNO DENK

Bruno Denk was born on May 3, 1897, to
Helene and Louis Denk at their home along
Manchester Avenue in Olivenhain. He obtained
his education at the Olivenhain Elementary
School but the greatest portion of his youth was
occupied by farm chores, which prepared him
for a lifetime career in farming.

Bruno married Alwine Caroline Hauck on
February 26, 1918. They had known one
another from childhood since the Hauck family
also came to Olivenhain during the colony era.

Herman Otto Hauck immigrated from Ger-
many to America in 1853 and married his first
wife, Emelie Mobus. In May of 1884 Herman
joined the Colony Olivenhain and arrived on
the colony land in November of that same year
with his wife and two children, Walter R. and
Harry H. Disappointed by the Pinther trouble,
Herman moved his family to Vista, California,
where Alice M. was born. Then in 1888 the
Hauck family moved back to Olivenhain and
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The Herman Hauck family in about 1892. From left to right
are Alice, Harry, Herman, Edna and Walter.

built their home on the southwest corner of
Rancho Santa Fe Road and Whisper Wind
Drive. Their fourth child, Edna E., was born in
1889 and two years later Mrs. Emelie Hauck
died. Herman remarried in 1894 to Alwine An-
tonete Roben but she passed away the following
year giving birth to her surviving daughter,
Alwine Caroline.

Soon after her birth Alwine C. Hauck was
taken in by a childless couple named William
and Caroline Fauth. The Fauths came to
Olivenhain in March of 1885, being a member
of the Colony Olivenhain and built their home
about a hundred feet south of El Camino Del
Norte and Val Sereno Drive, where Alwine re-
sided for the first twenty-three years of her life.
Times were rough, especially after Mr. Fauth’s
death in 1898, leaving Caroline to raise Alwine
and forge a meager existence. Mrs. Fauth took
care of Alwine, but Alwine’s father paid for her
care and she was often at her father’s house.
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Caroline and William Fauth at their ranch located a hundred feet south of El Camino Del Norte and Val Sereno Drive. Photo

taken abour 1897.

Louis Denk retired the same year Alwine and
Bruno were married and turned over his entire
farming operation to them. Bruno improved
and expanded the ranch until it was considered
one of the largest farming operations in San
Diego county, encompassing 350 acres owned
and an additional 1,500 acres leased.

During his farming career, Bruno also par-
ticipated in a wide range of civil affairs ranging
from trustee for the San Dieguito Union High
School to chairman of the Bean Grower’s Asso-
ciation. He was also a member of the soil conser-
vation board and received a certificate of merit
for work on soil and engineering contoured dit-
ches.

Alwine and Bruno had three children: Daniel
Herman, Harley Ludwig and June Shirley. All
three graduated from the Olivenhain School
and helped work the Denk ranch during their
youth. Daniel and Harley remained in Oliven-
hain and raised their families.

In 1955 Alwine and Bruno moved into their
new home at 4251 Colony Terrace. The follow-
ing year Harley L. took over the Denk farming
operation, allowing his parents to enjoy a well
deserved retirement.

BERNHARD RESECK
Bernhard Reseck was born in Germany
August 20, 1859, and resided for many years in
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Wedding picture of Alwine and Bruno Denk in 1918.
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The Reseck family at their homestead ranch in abour 1892. From left to right

Bernhard.

Rheinsberg where he learned his occupational
trade as carpenter. Sometime during his early
twenties Bernhard immigrated to America and
settled in Chicago. He found work at the Pull-
man Car Shop and applied his carpentry talents
at building railroad cars. While in Chicago Ber-
nhard met and married a German born girl
named Anna Brokop.

After their marriage Anna and Bernhard
joined the Colony Olivenhain and in February
of 1885 arrived on the colony land with their
first born son, Adolph T. They chose block
number five for their colony farm site and
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are Martha, Adolph, Anna, Frank, Nellie and

prepared for a prosperous future. In the months
to follow Bernhard constructed many homes
and shanties on the colony land.

The Pinther trouble shattered the expecta-
tions of the Reseck family. They abandoned
their colony land and homesteaded a 160 acre
section near the termination of Lone Jack Road.
The house and barns were constructed on the
north side of Dove Hollow Road about three
tenths mile east of Lone Jack Road. The Reseck
Ranch (in later years known as the Lone Jack
Ranch) was considered one of the best in the
Olivenhain area. Bernhard seasonally planted
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The Lone Fack Ranch in 1909.

his fields to wheat, barley, corn and oats but also
sold many other farm products including dairy
produce and poultry goods.

From 1886 to 1901 Anna gave birth to ten of
the eleven Reseck children: Nellie M., Martha
A., Frank J., Edward E., Fred C., Alex D.,
Agnes L., John Louise E., and Benard T. All the
children attended the Olivenhain School and
worked their parent’s farm during their youth.

Bernhard sold the homestead ranch in 1909
and moved his family to Paradise Valley,
California (located near National City) where
Anna passed away in 1910. In later years Bern-
hard moved to San Diego and then to Los
Angeles where he passed away in March of
1951.

ALEX RESECK

Only one of the Reseck children followed his

father’s footsteps and pursued a life of farming
and carpentry. Alex Donald Reseck returned to
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the Lone Jack Ranch in 1913 and farmed ambi-
tiously until 1918. After his military service in
World War One Alex leased the Lone Jack
Ranch in 1920 and during that same year mar-
ried Clara Emelyn Bumann. The young couple
farmed the Lone Jack Ranch for five years, rely-
ing heavily on field crops, poultry and twenty
milk cows to provide an income.

In 1925 Clara, Alex and their baby daughter,
Violet, moved a short distance north of the Lone
Jack Ranch where Alex found work at the Enci-
nitas Copper Mine. This is where Alex began
his career in carpentry work and in years to
follow obtained a sizeable homestead. Even
though the mine closed after a few months, the
Resecks resided at the mining camp for many
more years. During this time Alex built an in-
creasing number of homes and barns in the sur-
rounding communities, eventually making
carpentry work his permanent occupation.
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Alex Reseck’s homestead ran

A converted mim'n shack beame a comforrable home for
Clara, Alex and Violet Reseck. Photo taken in 1940.

In the early 1930s Alex discovered that the
mining claims had expired so he filed claim
using the homestead act and was awarded 230
acres. This was probably the last section of land
obtained by the homestead act in the Olivenhain
area.

The Reseck family moved to Cardiff in 1945
and after a few years moved to Encinitas where
Alex and Clara built their permanent home.

FRIEDRICH TETEN

The date and birthplace of Friedrich Wie-
helm Teten is unknown, but considering his
fluent German and age of death he was probably
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born in Germany in about 1856. He later mar-
ried Anna J. Alting and resided in Chicago and
Barton County, Kansas, where their first eight
children were born. But tragedy struck the
Teten family and six of the children died at very
young ages.

In March of 1892 Friedrich Teten joined the
Colony Olivenhain and arrived that same year
on the colony land with his expecting wife and
two children, Margaret Anna and John Jiirgen
Jacob. They had previously selected their farm
site via mail correspondence. This particular
parcel of land originally belonged to Theodore
Pinther, and after a short time Friedrich moved
the old Pinther house from its original location to
211 Rancho Santa Fe Road.

Soon after their arrival, Friedrich constructed
a blacksmith shop and exercised his trade for
about ten years. He also dry farmed his land to
supplement the deficient but steady income
from the smithing business.

From 1892 to 1897 Anna gave birth to three
children: William Johnson, Carl Friedrich and
Marie. All five of the Teten children were
educated at the Olivenhain School and worked
the family farm during their youth. In later
years Margaret married Melby Laughter, John
married Laura A. Bumann, William married
Alta E. Bumann, Marie married several times
and Carl remained a bachelor.

Friedrich was stricken by tuberculosis in his

Early photograph (before 1900) of Teten ranch at 211 Rancho
Santa Fe Road looking west.
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Friedrich Teten family in about 1900. From left to right is
William, Friedrich, Margaret, Marte, Anna, John and Carl.
mid forties and gradually regressed until his
death in 1903. Anna kept the family together
and with the help of the older children con-
tinued the Teten farming operation for many
years. During her senior years, Anna resided
with her youngest son until her death in 1927.

JOHN TETEN / HARVEY MILLER

John Jiirgen Jacob Teten was born November
28, 1889, in Barton County, Kansas. He moved
to Olivenhain with his parents in 1892 and
resided at 211 Rancho Santa Fe Road, which
became his permanent home. John was thirteen
years old when his father passed away, and he
ambitiously took over the farming labors, grad-
ually taking over the entire farming operation
which he worked for the remainder of his life.

In November of 1917 Johnny married Laura
Anna Bumann and in August of 1918 they had
their first child, Viola Annie, but a tragic acci-

John Teten family in about 1943. From left to right fs
Gladys, Roger, John, Laura and Evelyn.

age. In 1920 Evelyn Louise was born, followed
by Gladys Laura in 1926 and Roger John in
1928. The children grew up on the ranch and at-
tended the Olivenhain School.

Johnny and Laura dry farmed their land with
hay, grain and beans. They raised a moderate
number of cattle, thousands of turkeys and New
Hampshire Red laying hens, selling five thou-
sand dozen eggs each year. John also started a
crop harvesting business in the mid 1930’s and
serviced various farms in the San Dieguito dis-
trict. His equipment included both bean and
grain threshing machines and a hay baler. In
1939 John purchased a grain harvesting com-
bine and Cletrac tractor. That year the harvest-
ing business took John and his helpers as far as
El Cajon.

John’s health began to fail in the late 1940’s
and gradually worsened until his death in May
of 1956, Laura remarried to Harvey Archie
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Laura and Harvey Miller at their home in 1974.

Miller. Following their marriage they lived on
the ranch where they continued to farm. They
planted the last crop of lima beans in 1975.
Laura and Harvey gradually began their retire-
ment maintaining only a few cows and growing
spectacular vegetable gardens at their home
along Rancho Santa Fe Road. Laura passed away
in March of 1979.
CARL TETEN

Carl Friedrich Teten was born on January 8,
1895, and recalls “It was three o’clock in the
morning, I remember that. I saw the clock on
the wall.”” Carl lived at his parents’ ranch until



If you’re greeted by Carl Teten in this manner, don’t worry,
he enjoys friends and rarely shoots.

1921 when he and his mother moved. They first
lived in a small house near the Teten ranch and
the following year moved to the former Baecht
house located at the termination of “F”’ Street
in Olivenhain, which became their permanent
home. Carl dry farmed in Olivenhain for many
years and also enjoyed a variety of other occupa-
tions including driving stage to Imperial Coun-
ty. He prefers the solitary life as a bachelor, but
yet enjoys occasional visits by friends whom he
smothers with his endless humor.
ADAM WIEGAND FAMILY

Adam Wiegand was born in Wittenberg, Ger-
many, in 1851. At the age of nineteen he fought
in the Prussian War and was later captured and
imprisoned by the French. Adam managed to
escape and board a sailing ship destined for the
United States. He first settled in South Dakota
and then moved to Chicago where he found
employment at the Union Meat Packing Com-
pany. During his employment at Chicago,
Adam resided at a boarding house where he met
and courted Christiana Schmidt.

In 1885 Adam and several other workers at
the meat packing company became interested in
a newly founded German colony in California.
Both Christiana and Adam saved as much
money as possible and in February of 1885
Adam joined the Colony Olivenhain. In April of
1885 Adam arrived on the colony land and se-
lected blocks 48 and 49 for their future home.
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Christiana arrived several months later in San
Diego where she and Adam were married.

Their return to Olivenhain was disappoint-
ing. The Pinther scandal had been discovered
and the whole colony was in an uproar. Adam
and Christiana soon discovered their existing
land deed was worthless, so with great frustra-
tion they abandoned the colony land and filed
for a 160 acre homestead located two miles east
of Olivenhain. They built their home on the
east side of Aliso Canyon Road where their five
children, Alwin, Elizabeth, Herman, Amelia
and Fritz, were born.

In 1903 the Wiegands were offered a good
price for their homestead ranch so they sold and
moved back into Olivenhain to what is known as
the water company ranch (located near the ter-
mination of White Owl Drive).

They rented the water company ranch for
about three years and during that time built a
new home and barns near 3748 Manchester
Avenue. The 246 acre ranch along Manchester
Avenue became the permanent home for the
Adam Wiegand family. As the children grew
older, Elizabeth Wiegand married Lucas Scott
and Amelia Wiegand married Alex Lux. The
three boys also married and went their separate
ways. Both Herman and Alwin became promi-
nent farmers in the Olivenhain area.

The Wiegand family at their homestead ranch is about 1893.
From left to right s Christiana, Amelia, Adam, Herman,
Elizabeth and Alwin.



After a very full and rewarding life, Adam
Wiegand passed away on December 26, 1921,
and was followed 29 years later by Christiana.

HERMAN WIEGAND
Herman Wiegand was born at his father’s
homestead ranch located along Aliso Canyon
Road on April 15, 1890.
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Herman Wie,g'a;z-d/ ( 84 examining some calves.

In November of 1903 Adam and Christiana
sold the ranch and moved back to Olivenhain.
Herman vividly remembers that day seventy-
three years later. “I walked out of the gate and
took a last look, then turned around and walked
away.” Herman’s permanent place of residence
became his father’s new ranch along Man-
chester Avenue.

At age 23 Herman became interested in a girl
named Mary Anna Meyer, who at the time
resided in Orange, Califronia. His weekly court-
ing visits were accomplished by railroad which
kept Herman very busy until they were married
in 1914,

After their honeymoon trip at Santa Catalina,
Mary and Herman moved into their new home
located at 3748 Manchester Avenue, which
Adam Wiegand had built for them as a wedding
gift. In the years to follow Mary and Herman
were blessed with two daughters, Mildred C. and
Mary Ann E., and one son, William H.

Herman dry farmed many acres in Olivenhain
and outlining areas, beans being the main com-
mercial crop. But probably his greatest interest
was in cattle, which he raised for approximately
sixty years.
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In December of 1969 Mary passed away, leav-
ing Herman and his first daughter, Mildred, at
the Wiegand home along Manchester Avenue.

ALWIN WIEGAND

Alwin Wiegand was born March 7, 1887, be-
ing the first of five children of Christiana and
Adam Wiegand. At age seventeen he left his
birth place along Aliso Canyon Road and
moved to Olivenhain with his parents, brothers
and sisters. Alwin resided and helped farm his
father’s ranch located near 3748 Manchester
Avenue until he was twenty-eight years old.

During his later bachelorhood, Alwin was in-
troduced to Frieda Wiehle. After courting for
some time, Frieda and Alwin were married on
Oct. 26, 1914, in the San Bernardino Lutheran
Church. They moved into their new home loca-
ted at 1355 El Camino Real which was a wed-
ding gift given to them by Adam Wiegand. This
became their place of residence for the re-
mainder of their lives.

-

Alwin Wiegand in his senior years.



Their six children, Marguerite E., John H.,
James A., Daniel H., Carl F., and Harold D., at-
tended the Green Valley Elementary School and
helped work the farm.

During his farming career Alwin was a very
ambitious worker and expected his fellow
workers to share his enthusiasm. He started
farming beans along Green Valley and with the
help of his boys gradually expanded the farming
operation to include 10,000 acres.

Alwin’s civic endeavors ranged from serving
as chairman of the board on the Olivenhain
Municipal Water District to a board member for
the Bank of America in Encinitas (then located
on the northeast corner of Highway 101 and
“D” Street).

Frieda passed away October 1, 1968. Alwin
suffered several strokes during that same year
which slowed down his lifestyle, and his death
came in December of 1973.

WILHELM WIRO

About 1879, Wilhelm Wiro and Wilhelmina
Bachaus recited their marriage vows in Han-
nover, Germany, and began a lifetime adven-
ture which led them to Olivenhain. They shared
a growing desire to immigrate to America, but
family ties temporarily kept them in Hannover
where their first two children, Sophie K. and
William, were born.

Around 1882 Wilhelm could wait no longer,
so he sailed to America and settled in Chicago
where he found employment in a small butcher
shop. Wilhelmina and the two children joined
him a year later. The Wiro family stayed in
Chicago for several years, and during that time
William suffered from whooping cough and
died before his second birthday. Wilhelm and
Wilhelmina had their third child in 1884 whom
they named Lena.

In late 1884 Wilhelm became interested in the
Colony Olivenhain and pledged his member-
ship on November 30. Forty-five days later the
Wiro family arrived on the colony land and
selected block seventy for their farm site. A
house was soon constructed on their colony
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Wilhelm Wiro tn his senior years.

block (located at 778 Rancho Santa Fe Road)
where Frederich William and Charles Peter
were born.

Wilhelm dry farmed his fields for twenty-five
years, raising a variety of crops including oats,
corn and hay. The Wiro farm was gradually ex-
panded and by 1910 contained two hundred
acres.

Wilhelmina passed away in October of 1908.
Wilhelm remarried in 1910 but financial pro-
blems caused a divorce within the year. Wilhelm
sold the ranch to his eldest son in 1911 and
traveled to Australia where he stayed for a year,
then returned to the United States and resided
in Santa Rosa, California. In 1917 Wilhelm
moved back to Olivenhain and lived with his
eldest son Frederich for the remainder of his
senior years. Wilhelm Wiro passed away in
March of 1927.



BILL WIRO

Frederick William Wiro (usually known as
Bill Wiro) was born January 25, 1887, being the
fourth of five children to Wilhelm and
Wilhelmina Wiro. His birthplace was in the
Wiro home located at 778 Rancho Santa Fe
Road in Olivenhain where he resided for the re-
mainder of his life. Bill only completed the
fourth grade at the Olivenhain School since
farm chores occupied much of his youthful
years. At age 24 Bill purchased his father’s 200
acre farm which he and his younger brother
(Charlie) jointly dry farmed for several years.

In 1916 Bill became interested in a neighbor-
ing girl named Marie Emilie Bumann. After a
memorable courtship they eloped and were
married on November 20, 1916. Marie and Bill
journeyed to Santa Rosa, California, for their
honeymoon and visited Bill’s father, then
returned to their home in Olivenhain. In the

Marie and Bill Wiro at their ranch in 1927,

years to follow, Marie and Bill were blessed
with two children, William Herman and Clara
Louise. Both children graduated from the
Olivenhain School and then attended the
Oceanside High School where they completed
their high school education.

Bill dry farmed his fields and occasionally
leased additional land. He farmed oats, hay and
lima beans for more than forty years. Probably
his best crop production was in 1917 when he
threshed 499 sacks of limas which sold at 13¢ a
pound.

On January 4, 1956, Bill Wiro suffered a fatal
heart attack and passed away in the same room
where he was born. Marie never remarried and
remained at the Wiro home at 778 Rancho San-
ta Fe Road where she resided until she passed
away in March of 1980.

CHARLIE WIRO

Charles Peter Wiro was born February 2,
1890, being the last child born to Wilhelmina
and Wilhelm Wiro. He obtained his formal edu-
cation at the Olivenhain School, but, like his
brothers and sisters, much of Charlie’s youth
was occupied by farming chores.

In 1909 Charlie married Ruth Casserette,
who previously resided in Colorado Springs,
Coloardo. Three years after their marriage Ruth
and Charles moved to Chowchilla, California,
but returned to Olivenhain in 1917. For the first
few years they resided at the old Seewer house
(then located near the northwest corner of Lone
Jack Road and “E”’ Street), then they moved the
house to 704 Rancho Santa Fe Road where the
Wiro family lived for more than sixty years.

During his farming career, Charlie raised the
usual Olivenhain crops including oats, barley
and beans. He also operated a crop harvesting
business in 1917 with his elder brother.

Ruth and Charlie had four children, Martha
Wilhelmina, Vernice Ruth, Robert Charles and
Richard Bedford. All four children attended the
Olivenhain School and helped work their
parents’ farm during their youth.

Charlie’s health failed during his senior years



and he finally entered a convalescent home in
Ramona, California, where he passed away in
November of 1950. Ruth never remarried and
remained at the Wiro ranch with her youngest
son for many more years.

A FEW OTHERS

Then there were a few people whose personal-
ities or actions added a little color to an other-
wise routine farming community.

George Tausch was a glassblower by trade and
came to Olivenhain as a colonist in 1884. He
was a bachelor and resided at 2566 El Camino
Del Norte where he stayed for the remainder of
his life. ““George was a strong supporter of the
wine industry,” recalls Marie E. Wiro. “One
time he had been drinking heavily and decided
to draw a pail of water from the cistern. He
leaned over the edge and suddenly fell in. There
was enough water to cushion his fall but it was

raining that night and the cistern began to fill
up. Hours later he was standing in deep water; it
was pretty well up to his neck. George yelled
and yelled for help and was finally rescued.”

Conrad Gut came to Olivenhain in the 1880’s
and built his home near the stream in the San
Elijo flood plain. “Conrad was a kind old man,”
recalls Laura A. Miller, “and loved children. He
had a habit of carrying a pink geranium in his
mouth. He didn’t smoke but almost always had
a geranium. His house was built high off the
ground but not high enough for one of those big
floods. When the water began flowing through
his house, Conrad had to climb a high tree. He
was rescued the following morning by neigh-
bors.”

John Etzelstorfer came to Olivenhain in 1885,
being a member of the colony. Some people say
he was highly educated and dabbled in politics
back East. John and his wife Kate resided in a

Ewverybody dressed in their Sunday best at the Tausch ranch.



Conrad Gut holding Bill Teten while Margaret Teten, John Teten and Walter Hauck stand by. Photo taken about 1896.

small house on the northeast corner of Rancho
Santa Fe Road and Encinitas Boulevard where
Kate passed away in 1901. John remained in
Olivenhain for many more years, earning a
small but substantial income on his property.

John Etzelstorfer by his house in about 1925. Location: nor-
theast corner of Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe
Road.

DOCTOR ;

Olivenhain never had a resident medical doc-
tor; therefore, the people largely depended on
their own ability to treat injuries, illnesses and
deliver babies. Many improvised remedies were
employed including homemade salve and medi-
cinal teas.A doctors was called if the injury or
illness was of a serious nature. For many years
the closest doctor was located in Escondido or
San Diego. Then in 1905 Dr. R.S. Reid
established a business in Oceanside and served
the Olivenhain area until Dr. Charles V. Lind-
say came to Encinitas in 1926.

CHURCH
Church services were usually held in the
school house and occasionally in a private
home. The meeting hall was rarely used as a
church prior to the 1940’s. Some of the very ear-
ly services were conducted by local residents.



Then beginning in about 1906 traveling Luth-
eran ministers came to Olivenhain once to twice
a month; these included Pastor Limebrook and
Pastor Paul Scherf from San Diego and Pastor
L.H. Jagels from Escondido.

CEMETERY

In 1891 Mrs. Emilie Hauck was buried in the
Olivenhain cemetery located near the termina-
tion of Colony Terrace. This was the first burial
on the property formerly set aside by the col-
onists for a graveyard. During the next eighty-
five years, one hundred and thirty-three other
people were buried, including most of the origi-
nal settlers of Olivenhain and many of their
descendants. The cemetery is still active and
several graves are added each year.
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Partial view of rhe Olivenhain cemetery.

The one and nine-tenths acre cemetery is
owned and maintained primarily by the descen-
dants of the original settlers. There is no
caretaker since lawns and flower gardens were
never planted. When a death occurs the remain-
ing family is required to make all necessary ar-
rangements, including digging the grave, order-
ing rough box, and grave closure.

For eighty years the cemetery was managed
by volunteer help. The land deed was held in
trust by the Denk and Wiro families and passed
from father to son for three generations. Then
in the summer of 1971 the Olivenhain Ceme-
tery Council was formed and incorporated in
November of that same year. Per the articles of
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incorporation, “The specific and primary pur-
pose for which the corporation is formed is to
perpetuate ownership and management of the
Olivenhain cemetery.”
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Annual weed lzoemg and c[ean -up. tha taken 1974.

Due to the limited amount of usable land in
the cemetery, all future sites are reserved for
direct descendants and the immediate families
of those already buried.

MINING

In 1887 a copper deposit was discovered near
the termination of Lone Jack Road. A mine was
developed by the Encinitas Copper Company
and sporadically produced a low grade of cop-
per ore until 1917. The mine consisted of three
vertical shafts, two horizontal shafts and a
small processing mill to concentrate the ore.
Processed ore was hauled by horsedrawn
wagons to Cardiff and loaded on railroad cars.

Vandalized marker near the Pearl Placer Mine.



Walter H. MacKinnon (far right), Silas Cole (far left) and remaining workcrew in front of vertical shaft at the Encinitas Copper mine,
Photo taken berween 1901 and 1905.

The foreman, Walter H. MacKinnon, and a
work force of five to twelve men produced
about 5,000 pounds of copper in 1905. The
mine then closed until World War I when cop-
per prices jumped to 27¢ a pound. From 1915
to 1917 an estimated 7,000 pounds of copper
was extracted and the main shaft was reported
to be 400 feet deep. The mine closed in 1917
and has not been profitably worked since. An
attempt to reactivate the mine in 1925 failed.
Alex D. Reseck recalled timbering some of the
shafts and helped pump the main shaft down to
200 feet but no ore was produced. Even though
copper is still present in the mine, it is very low
grade and cannot be profitably mined. The
shafts have been blasted closed for safety
reasons and will probably never be reopened.
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The Encinitas mine was the largest mine in
the Olivenhain area but not the only mine. At
least four open pit clay mines, including the
Vitrified and the Pearl Placer, were profitably
worked from the early 1920’s to 1940. These
mines produced many tons of clay, claystone
and shale, which was processed into firebrick,
stoneware, and pottery. The Vitrified mine
(located 2 mile northeast of Rancho Santa Fe
Road and Lone Jack Road), was opened in the
fall of 1922 by Alex D. Reseck, Fritz Wiegand,
and Art D. Cole. Two open pits were estab-
lished, each one measuring approximately 150
feet wide by 100 feet long and 45 feet deep.
“The three of us,”” Art Cole remembers, ‘‘hauled
out 50 tons a day for months at that mine. The
shale was blasted loose, then wheelbarrowed to



Virrified open pit mine. Photo taken 1976.

a bunker and dumped. A truck hauled the shale
to Cardiff where it was loaded on a railroad car
and taken to the Vitrified Products Company
near Old Town in San Diego. After quite a
while we put in a track and had a cast iron cart
which made the work a little easier.” “Produc-
tion became very erratic in the 1930’s,” recalls
Herman Bumann. “The Vitrified Products
Company ordered a railroad car load every one
to three months and finally the mine was aban-
doned.”

For approximately twenty years the Vitrified
mine was completely deserted, then motorcy-
clists found the steep sides suitable for hill
climbing and the echo of motorcycles filled the
air for 10 years. The “pits,” as they were call-
ed, offered challenging, exhaust-amplified en-
joyment for the motorcyclist, but the surroun-
ding homeowners weren’t as enthusiastic and
today the mine is again silent.

FARMING

Farming was the main occupation in Oliven-
hain for approximately seventy years. All crops
were dry farmed which depended on seasonal
rainfall for irrigation. The colonists began
farming grain and corn no later than 1887, thus
establishing a food supply and a financial in-
come. Oats, corn and barley were the main
commercial crops farmed in Olivenhain prior
to 1910. Some wheat and potatoes were also
grown but not on a large scale. Livestock feed

80

such as oat hay was always in demand and
routinely planted or harvested from volunteer
fields.

Corn was the favored crop, and fields from
five to thirty-five acres speckled the Olivenhain
landscape from mid March to September.

The children usually suckered the corn and
that was one job they really hated. “A stalk
could have as many as ten or twelve suckers,”
recalls Carl Teten, “and they all had to be cut
off with a knife. I had to stoop over all day and
cut one row and then the next. I didn’t have
shoes and in that black soil my feet would burn
so bad it made me cry.” Corn was usually har-
vested in September. ‘““There would be four of
us husking corn,” recalls Herman Wiegand, “and
we filled two wagons each day. The corn had to
be dried, then shelled. I had a two hole sheller
that worked pretty darn good.”

Some of the early harvesting and threshing
techniques used on grain were fatiguing and
time consuming. Flailing was one threshing
technique used in Olivenhain before the advent
of mechanized machinery. To thresh grain
using the flail method the stalks are placed in an
open top wooden enclosure and lightly tamped
with a wooden mallet. The flail consisted of a
hardwood club, usually three inches square by
two feet long. The club is attached to a wood
handle by a leather strap or some other type of
flexible hinge. The handle, which is usually five

Herman Bumann demonstrates the flail method which he us-
ed to thresh grain and beans. Photo taken 1976.
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Heading grain, three-tenths mile west of Rancho Santa Fe Road and El Cammo De[ Norte.

feet long, was grasped by both hands and swung
in a half circular motion repeatedly. The im-
pacting blows of the club shook the kernels from
the stalks. After the grain was separated the
straw, grain and chaff were removed from the
bin and replaced by an unthreshed load. The
flail method was very fatiguing, and eight
bushels of grain was considered a good day’s
work for a man.

The threshing floor is another early technique
which was used in the Olivenhain area. It con-
sisted of a leveled and tamped earth floor on
which the harvested crop is threshed by means
of a pounding action. Peter Chalvet used the
simplest version of a threshing floor known in
the Olivenhain area. It consisted of an earth
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dugout about thirty feet wide and thirty feet
long. The unthreshed stalks were placed on the
threshing floor about a foot deep. Then two
horses walked or trotted on the crop, thus
pounding the stalks and causing the kernels to
separate. Chalvet stood in the center of the floor
and brought the horses closer on each revolu-
tion. After the kernels had completely sepa-
rated, the straw was removed. The remaining
grain and chaff was further separated by tossing
them into the air. The chaff was carried away by
the wind but the grain fell back to the ground,
clean and ready for market.

A modified version of the threshing floor was
used by the Reseck family, and Alex D. Reseck
gave this detailed explanation: “Our threshing



floor was about two hundred feet in diameter.
To prepare the floor we’d haul in water and
level it with a float. When it dried it was almost
like pavement, it was clean and slick. Then
we’d get six to eight wagonloads of wheat,
barley or whatever we were threshing and pile
it up about two feet high on the threshing floor.
The actual threshing was done with a wooden
roller about twenty-eight inches in diameter
and twelve feet long, which was pulled by two
horses. The roller had two- by four-inch boards
nailed along its outside circumference which
created a pounding effect as it turned. When
the horses first got on the threshing floor they
would be knee deep in the crop, but after going
around several times the roller pressed it down
and began shaking the kernels from the stalks.
It took about three hours on a good hot day to

thresh the kernels from the stalks. Then the
straw was removed and piled on a separate
stack. What remained on the threshing floor
was a mixture of kernels, chaff, and unthreshed
stalks which had to be rolled again. After the
grain was completely separated from the stalks
it was ready for the fanning mill. We’d haul the
chaff and grain to the fanning mill in five
gallon buckets. My father turned the crank on
the mill while my mother slowly poured the
buckets of grain into the top of the fanning
mill. The chaff was blown away but the grain
fell straight through since it was heavier. The
grain was then put in sacks and taken to the
barn. We could thresh one setting (threshing
floor) per day using this method and would
usually get thirty-five to forty sacks of grain.
Some years we’d thresh for two months or

A contented workcrew pauses in about 1911. Gerhart Cole standing on horse, Florence Peters in doorway of cook wagon, John Peters,
Hattie Hess and Joe Hess on steps, Clarence Cole sitting on barrel, Charles Cole sitting on horse and Theodore Fidero holding team in
background. Location: one-quarter mile southeast of Rancho Santa Fe Road and Seventh Street.



Harvest time, June 9, 1935. Herman C. Bumann cutting barley with a 1899 or 1900 McCormick Daisy reaper.

more and our biggest harvest was one thousand
six hundred sacks in one season.”

The harvested grain was either sold or con-
sumed by the local families. “Flour for the
bread,” recalls Mrs. Christiana Wiegand during
an interview with a San Dieguito Citizen news-
péper reporter, ‘““was obtained from the grain
grown on the place. We hauled it by wagon to
Pala where it was milled into flour in the old
water mill on the Rincon Indian Reservation.
The trip took three or four days and had to be
made when there was enough water to turn the
mill wheels. Several of the ranchers banded
together to haul the grain over and the flour
back to their homes.”

After several years many of the Olivenhain
farmers expanded their farms by renting or pur-
chasing additional acreage. By 1890 some of the
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prominent farmers were beginning to emerge,
these included Louis Denk, Adam Wiegand,
John Lickert, and William Wiro. Improved
farming techniques and machinery led to
greater crop production and financial reward.
The introduction of horse drawn machinery in-
cluding the mower, header, reaper and hay press
increased field production and decreased labor.

In 1895 Adam Wiegand purchased a Buffalo
Pitts threshing machine and became the first
person in Olivenhain to own a thresher. The
rotary power needed to drive this thresher was
produced with a device called a horsepower.
Wiegands had two horsepowers, one was a four
sweep and the other was a six sweep. The six
sweep horsepower had six wood spokes extend-
ing about twelve feet from the center pivot. As
many as three horses were harnessed to each



Bruno Denk operating a Milwaukee reaper in 1919. Early harvesting outfit and work crew.
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Heading grain near the intersection of Bumann Road and Fortuna Ranch Road. John Teten on header. Carl Teten and Carl Finch on
header wagon. The unique push feature of a header eliminated crop damage from the draft team and was a very effective crop cutting
machine. Height of sickle bar was adjustable to reduce straw length and therefore increase percentage of grain heads. Operator controlled
header by horse reins and rudder wheel which was turned by rudder board held betzween his legs. Most headers cut a 14 foot swath and
were powered by a six horse team. The header wagon was driven along side of header and received load from the elevator spout. A fully
loaded wagon would transport cut crop to a common pile where it was later threshed by a stationary threshing machine. Usually two
header wagons were required for each header. Header wagons were pulled by a Sfour horse team.
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spoke. The horses walked in a circle around the
pivot, and as the pivot turned, a series of large
gears turned a tumbler shaft which extended
from the pivot to a massive flywheel located
beyond the horses. The flywheel was about six
feet in diameter and weighed hundreds of
pounds. A long flat belt connected the flywheel
to the threshing machine. “The sweep tender,”
recalls Herman Wiegand, ‘““stood on the pivot on
the horsepower. When the men running the
thresher needed more power, they yelled at the
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tender and he whipped the horses. Those poor
horses followed each other for hours and had to
breathe each other’s dust.”

Horse teams were essential and each farm had
from four to twenty work horses. The horses
were a very mixed breed since purebreds were
expensive and hard to obrain. A few people
preferred mules, and it’s interesting that some
people wouldn’t own a mule while others
wouldn’t trade a mule for a half dozen horses.
The Olivenhain farmers usually raised three or
four colts each year to replenish or expand their
teams. Breaking the horses and mules for field
work involved a variety of individual tech-
niques, and Carl Teten used an unusual but (per
Carl) very effective method. “To break mules,
I’d harness them to a plow. If they acted up or
slowed down, I’d beat them on the rear with a
chain. I never hit them after they were broke, all
I had to do was rattle the chain.” Gas engines
and tractors eventually replaced work horses,
but the transition was very slow and was not
totally complete in Olivenhain until the mid
1940’s.
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Work horse teams provided a necessary service and were used in Olivenhain through the mid 1940’s. Some farmers had only a
few horses, but others like Alwin Wiegand (shown in photo) owned twenty or more.



Baling hay with a horse-powered press makes a long and hard day. Eighteen tons was considered a good day’s work. Average bale weight
was about 150 pounds, making maximum production about 240 bales per day. Photograph taken % mile southwest of Rancho Santa
Fe Road and Olivenhain Road in about 1909. This outfit was probably owned by the Cole family since Florence and Hattie Cole are
Photographed with remaining workerew.

g

<kl

ny A ).
SR Y
s O
S

: b ii’i?{%m’zzt o TN : e 2R U - '%‘"i’
Excellent example of a horse-powered hay press. Power was obtained from sweep team which was driven around center prvot. As the
prvot cam turned, a plunger shaft was caused to oscillate in and out, usually two times per revolution of the siveep team. The Pplunger
shaft extended along the ground to the hopper (about 14 feet away) and required the team to step over it on every revolution. When the
plunger was retracted, hay was quickly forked into the hopper and usually compacted by foot. As the sweep team advanced, the ram
closed and produced one flake in the bale. A bale usually consisted of rwelve flakes and therefore required six revolutions of the sweep
team. The completed bale was hand tied with wire and then removed from the press.
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Threshing beans northwest of Manchester Avenue and Colony Terrace. This outfit belonged to the Bruno Denk family. Photograph also
illustrates the transitional overlap from horse drawn to power driven equipment.
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Balmg straw on Bumann ranch, August 1, 1935 William H.
Wiro driving horses. Herman C. Bumann feeding press. Gearge
T. Bumann standing on right with fork. William E Wiro sitting
rying wires on bale and dog Mickey behind him. Other man on
derrick wagon with back turned is perhaps Fritzz Wiegand.
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The introduction of power driven farm
machinery was a blessing to the farmers. Gus
Larcin chugged into Olivenhain on his steam
powered tractor in 1904 and was soon followed
by a parade of early tractors including a
kerosene fueled Hart-Parr and a Holt 30. These
early tractors were characterized by poor
drawbar performance but were immensely su-
perior to horses when used for belt work to
power threshing machines and hay presses. Hay
baling capacity alone was increased from eigh-
teen tons a day to sixty tons per day. But the
Olivenhain farmers would soon learn the ever
present dangers associated with power machi-
nery. “The first person in Olivenhain to own a
tractor and power press was Emil Licker,”

recalls Marie Wiro. ‘“He borrowed thousands of
dollars to purchase the equipment and was

heavily in debt. During harvest time Emil was
very busy. He hired a work crew and baled hay
wherever he found work. He was a very hard
working man and to save a little time would
usually oil the baler while it was running. On a
July afternoon in 1908 Emil was oiling the hay
press and his trousers got caught in some large
gears. He was jerked into the machine and both
legs were ground off just below the hip line.
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Grain lhres/ung with the aad of an early gas engine. Photo taken about 1910.
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Hart-Parr tractor and baler in background which tragically took the life of Emil Lickert. Photo taken in 1908.

Emil died the following morning leaving a wife
and small child.” The tragedy of Emil Lickert
was never forgotten but couldn’t stop the
onslaught of power driven machinery. The
1920’s are when the first practical tractors ap-
peared. These included the 10-20 McCormick-
Deering, the John Deere Model D and, in later
years, Caterpillar and Allis-Chalmers track
layers.

The farmers supplemented their income by
selling a variety of poultry and livestock goods.
Most ranches had from one hundred to five
hundred chickens, four to thirty milk cows and
a small variety of other farm animals. In a few
instances someone would expand on a particular
commodity and create a small business. “We
got our start in the turkey business by a gift
from a neighbor,” recalls Laura Miller. “My late
husband Johnny was given four hens and a tom
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as a thank you from Mr. Murphy, who lived east
of the town hall. I decided to raise a few turkeys
and make a little money. In the first year we ex-
panded the flock to thirty-six and a few years

Harley L. Denk on his father’s 1927, 10-20 McCormick-
Deering tractor:



Baling hay with stationary power press in 1932. Art Cole feeding hopper and Mike Simon (front) poking wires. Names of men tying
wire and forking hay onto table are unknown. Other workmen not shown in photograph would include a bale stacker, a buckrake
operator and possibly a tabler. This press was tractor-powered using a long flar belr.

Seeding crop field in 1930. Bruno Denk on tractor and Edward Cole on seed drill.
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Herman F. Bumann holding exceprionally tall corn stalks from
1915 harvest. Also notice quantity of chickens. Most Olivenhain
Jarmers maintained from 100 to 500 chickens for domestic and
commercial purposes.

Laura A. Teten started with five turkeys but in the years to follow
would sell a thousand turkeys and ien thousand eggs each year.
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later had several hundred turkeys. The turkey
business lasted thirty years and we sold as many
as a thousand turkeys and ten thousand eggs
each year. We used to sell about two hundred
dressed turkeys on a holiday and we even fur-
nished the Encinitas Safeway some years.”
Another side occupation practiced in Oliven-
hain was bee keeping. Several families in-
cluding the Luxs, Resecks and Bumanns main-
tained bees. The largest bee keepers in the
Olivenhain area were Henry and Peter Lux who
began working bees before 1900 and were once
considered the biggest bee keepers in San Diego
county. Peter Lux often said, “when you have
bees and make honey, you’ll always have
money.” Cattle raising is probably the only
commodity which shouldn’t be considered a
side occupation because of the time and money
involved. Herman Wiegand and in later years
Edward Lloyd (owned the Double L at termina-
tion of Lone Jack Road) were the two largest cat-
tle ranchers in the Olivenhain area. “I owned
about five hundred head at times,’’ recalls Her-

man Wiegand. ‘“Sometimes I bought three hun-
dred or so and had them shipped by rail from

Arizona and New Mexico. They were unloaded
at Sorrento Valley and we herded them to
Olivenhain. Occasionally we herded the cattle
up Rancho Santa Fe Road and pastured them in
the surrounding foothills.”

Bee keeping was practiced by several Olivenhain families. Here
George T. Bumann takes a choice frame while Richard Bumann
takes a moment for a picture. Photo taken 1973.



Albert Lickert and team tn about 1910. Notice olive grove in background. This was the largest commercial grove of olives known in

Olrwenhain.

Almost everyone had a small orchard and
vineyard for their own use, usually about fifteen
trees and vines per farm. The commercial pro-
duction of fruit and grapes in Olivenhain were
very limited. Some people have speculated that
vast olive orchards were once planted, presum-
ably because the name Olivenhain was associ-
ated with olives. In fact, very few olives were
planted in Olivenhain. The only commercial
grove known was about one and one half acres
in size and didn’t exceed twenty trees. This
solitary olive grove was located on an adobe
knoll northwest of Rancho Santa Fe Road and
El Camino Del Norte. The grove never pro-
duced enough marketable fruit and was remov-
ed in 1915. A four and one half acre apple or-
chard was planted by Herman Hauck on the
northwest corner of Rancho Santa Fe Road and
8th Street in about 1913. The apples were com-
mercially sold but the profit margin was very
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narrow and these trees were also removed. Her-
man Hauck also made and sold wine. His vine-
yard covered a five acre block on the southeast
corner of Rancho Santa Fe Road and El Camino
Del Norte, which was often called the wine
block. His wine was considered a delicacy and
was in high demand.

Lima and blackeye beans were introduced to
the Olivenhain farmers in about 1905. Most
people agree that Joe Vasa, a former resident of
Ventura, California, planted the first commer-
cial bean crop near the intersection of Oliven-
hain Road and El Camino Real. Vasa’s first
harvest wasn’t too successful but did prove that
beans could be dry farmed in the Olivenhain
area. The following season a few other farmers
planted beans and found they did extremely
well. By 1910 bean growing had revolutionized
the Olivenhain farming industry and totally
eliminated corn production. Limas were the



favored crop since they usually brought a better
price and they became the staple crop in Oliven-
hain for the next fifty years.

John Teten cutting beans. Sled was pulled berween rows, and
blades on bottom cut beans at ground level.

Lima beans were planted in late April or early
May and cut in late August and all of Septem-
ber. The beans were allowed to dry in the field

for several weeks before threshing. The thresh-
ing crews started work in September and work-
ed until the end of October. The threshing outfit
was moved from job to job throughout the
harvesting season. A complete threshing outfit
included the threshing machine, a tractor or gas
engine to supply power for the thresher, five or
six transport wagons to haul the cut beans from
the field to the threasher, a derrick to unload the
transport wagons, a water wagon, cook wagon
and a work crew of twenty to twenty- five men.
“We usually slept on the straw and ate in the
portable cook house,” recalls Herman Bumann.
T worked for Johnny Teten one time and helped
thresh all different places for about three weeks.
After finishing a field near Leucadia, we moved
the threshing outfit to Solana Beach. We used a
track layer tractor and pulled the threshing
machine right through Encinitas on Highway
101. I don’t know if that was legal, but no one
complained.”

Cutting lima beans northeast of Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe Road. Photo taken about 1920.
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Threshing beans on Bumann ranch August 24, 1937, using a 3 H.P. John Deere gas engine, belted to a small Owens threshing machine.
Herman C. Bumann at thresher feeder. William E Wiro sewing sacks.

Quens lima bean threshing machines in about 1920. This is a good working example of a bean thresher and shows the hoedown
men, sacksewer and straw stacker ar respective work stations. Some of the remamng work crew, including pitchers, skinners,
sackjig and derrick team driver, are shown near wagon. This could be considered a medium size threshing machine requiring a
work force of about 22 men and at least 18 horses. Average output would be about 25,000 pounds of beans per day. This outfir
was jointly owned by John Teten, Clarence Cole and Garfield Ramsey.
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Denk family threshing lima beans 200 yards southwest of Encinitas Boulevard and Manchester Avenue.

Some farmers like Bruno Denk, John Teten,
Herman and Alwin Wiegand started farming
great acreages of beans in Olivenhain and sur-
rounding areas. The most successful bean
grower in Olivenhain was Bruno Denk, who
threshed as much as one thousand nine hundred
acres in areas including Olivenhain, Leucadia,
Solana Beach and Del Mar.

The unpredictable weather was both a bless-
ing and a curse to the farmers. Most years
treated the farmers pretty good — they didn’t get
rich but were provided with an adequate in-
come. Occasionally an abundance of rainfall and
sunshine produced a bumper crop and financial
prosperity. But other years had unfavorable

weather which caused crop failures and finan-
cial disaster. “In 1916 and 1917,” recalls Bruno

Denk, ‘“‘especially 1917, were bonanza years for
farming. A big crop and no worms in the beans.
They were almost ready to sell when they came
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from the threshing machine. We averaged ele-
ven cents a pound, which was a terrific price.
Then the next year, Alwine and I took over the
farm and that year sixty percent of the beans had
worms and the price dropped to about four or
seven cents a pound. We went in the hole so
darn far that year it was pitiful. In 1930 we had a
good stand of barley but the weather turned dry
and the barley never headed out. So we cut it in
May to use at least for hay. No sooner were we
through cutting and along came a six inch rain
and half of it rotted in the field. Then in 1942 is
when we had our biggest crop. We sold three
hundred and fifty tons of limas that year. 1952
was another good year; we had barley that year
till we couldn’t help it.”” Art cole recalled “1952
was the best farm year I ever had. I took care of
about one hundred and fifty tons of hay that
year. I ran the mowing machine from late morn-
ing till night for three weeks.”



The year 1952 treated the Olivenhain farmers
well but it was to be their last good year. A suc-
cession of average to poor years followed. The
farmers were also heavily burdened by spiraling
wages and other overhead costs. Bruno Denk
alone lost thousands of dollars each year and
finally stopped farming on a large scale in 1957.
The farmers planted fewer and fewer fields and
by the late 1950’s and early 1960’s it was ap-
parent that the farming era in Olivenhain had
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Processing mill built by the Denk family in 1947. Lacation: one-

quarter mile east of Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe
Road.
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Water wagon used by the Fohn Teten family stands idle and permanently retired.
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CHAPTER 5

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

The decline of farming activity and gradual
tax increases during the 1950’s stimulated
changes which transformed Olivenhain into its
present residential status. The development and
population growth which occurs during this
new phase of history exceeds all combined
changes of past years and was made possible by
imported water.

Until as recently as 1961, residents of Oliven-
hain relied on privately owned wells and
cisterns for their total water supply. The general
water quality of wells was considered fair to
poor depending on their geographical locations.
Those near or in the flood plain basin contained
a minor, yet noticeable, salt and alkaline con-
tent. Wells on higher elevations contained bet-
ter quality water but often failed during dry
periods. Water gathered from roof tops and
stored in underground cisterns was restricted to
household use due to limited storage capacity.

The obvious need for a better water system
reached a climax during the late 1950’s. This
desire was also shared by residents of a much
larger and adjoining dry area containing more
than thirty-seven square miles. Even though
this land was predominantly undeveloped, with
a total population of 120 registered voters, it
was viewed by many as having tremendous fu-
ture potential and was also dissected by the San
Diego Water Authorities’ second aqueduct with
its flow of Colorado River water.

An early attempt to tap the aqueduct was
made in 1955 with the proposed San Elijo
Water District, which died before obtaining a
public vote. Even though the San Elijo proposal
wasn’t supported by the residents, it did seed
the idea of district water. When a second water
district proposal was launched in 1957, it was
met with enthusiasm. Some of the initial pro-
moters were Olivenhain valley residents, and
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the planning headquarters was at the Oliven-
hain meeting hall; presumably by this influence
was born the name Olivenhain Municipal
Water District.

The irregular outline of the district bound-
aries would include an area east of Cardiff, En-
cinitas and Leucadia, south of Carlsbad, west of
Escondido, north of Rancho Santa Fe and con-
tain a total area of 24,260 acres.

Maurice G. Smith, manager of Olivenhain Municipal
Water District (right) and Ralph B. Slaughter inspect pipe
near meeting hall. November 1961,

Dedication ceremony, Olivenhain Municipal Water District,
November 18, 1961. Alwin Wiegand symbolically opens valve to
begin flow of imported water.



The Olivenhain Municipal Water District
was formally established in March of 1959 by
the district voters and eighteen months later
these same voters, all 91 of them, authorized
financing for a $4,370,000 water system.

Subsequent construction was engineered by
the Boyle Engineering firm of San Diego and
executed by various contractors including
Ralph B. Slaughter and the Julian Tree &
Timber Co. The initial distribution system in-
cluded one primary and two secondary reser-
voirs, a pump station, two chlorinators and
thirty miles of distribution line. Construction of
this initial distribution system was completed in
late 1961. Dedication ceremonies were con-
ducted on November 18, 1961, and for the first
time a reliable and abundant supply of water
was available in Olivenhain.

During the first two years of service the
Olivenhain Municipal Water District acquired
less than a hundred customers due to the
predominately undeveloped land within its
boundaries. The trend continued until 1963,
after which water sales and meter installations
rapidly increased to keep pace with the domestic
and agricultural growth. During the first ten
years of service the Olivenhain Municipal
Water District installed approximately one
thousand water meters and almost tripled that
amount during the next five years. Additionally,
annexation has added new territories to the
district’s boundaries which now includes more
than 27,500 acres and is rated as the ninth
largest water district in San Diego County.
These growth rates have necessitated an am-
bitious expansion of the district’s distribution
system and support facilities, which in all has
been diligently executed by the directors and
staff of the Olivenhain Municipal Water Dis-
trict.

When district water became available in 1961,
residential growth was practically nonexistent.
Of the approximately fifteen residential homes
in the Olivenhain valley, most had been con-
structed thirty or more years before and at least
four had been constructed in 1885. Only a few
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houses were constructed in 1962 but, as time
passed, more and more people became attracted
to the open country atmosphere which Oliven-
hain offered, and development began a slow but
steady increase. Even though the initial
development was slow, at least two realtors,
Raymond Chavez and later Samual S. Rose,
speculated that Olivenhain was on the threshold
of a residential boom. Both men established
separate realty offices in Olivenhain, Ray
Chavez at 2236 Encinitas Boulevard and
Samual Rose at 770 Rancho Santa Fe Road.
The realty businesses sparked new life into the
lagging development of Olivenhain and residen-
tial growth began to flourish. Housing construc-
tion became a common sight and it was increas-
ingly difficult to know all who lived in Oliven-
hain.

Commercial growth was also expanding. In
1965 Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Tarvin opened a
nursery and gift shop at 442 Rancho Santa Fe
Road where four years later the Olivenhain Post
Office was located. Also in 1965 Rupert and
Irene Engelsberger constructed their first of two
senior citizen rest homes, appropriately naming
it the Olivenhain Guest Home.

But as Olivenhain prospered and changed, at
least one building did not and had remained
almost abandoned since the mid 1950’s. The
Olivenhain meeting hall was all but forgotten by
everyone except the County Tax Collector.

This small but adequate post office came to Olivenhain August 9,
1969.
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Several small businesses were established during the 1960’s and
1970’s, including Denk’s Flower Barn ar 2375 Encinitas
Boulevard.

The hall and property were held in trust by
Harley L. Denk and Bob C. Wiro. Taxes were
paid by volunteer contributions which were easi-
ly obtained when the annual premium was less
than a hundred dollars, but when the taxes
quadrupled during the mid 1960’s, the meeting
hall became a growing burden. The concern
deepened with the arrival of each tax premium,
and finally, on the afternoon of May 22, 1965, a
small group of concerned residences assembled
for a decisive meeting. The acting chairman,
Harley L. Denk, started the meeting with the
opening statement, ‘“What are we, the com-
munity, going to do with the Olivenhain hall
and property?” Many ideas were discussed, and
even though they didn’t find a workable answer,
they did agree to keep the meeting hall in its
natural state. The following month this same
group of people formed the Olivenhain Com-
munity Steering Committee and it was this
committee’s job to put the hall and related pro-
perty on a self paying basis. The Steering Com-
mittee was active for more than two years, and
during that time explored a multitude of unsuc-
cessful ideas. Probably its most prosperous
endeavors were fund raising campaigns such as
rummage sales and picnics. These campaigns
produced a generous income to pay the taxes
but more importantly exposed an overwhelm-
ing enthusiasm of the Olivenhain residents to
retain and preserve their meeting hall.
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During a meeting in April of 1967 it was sug-
gested that the community residents form a
non-profit corporation whose elected directors
could manage and appropriate tax money for
the meeting hall. Four months later the sugges-
tion became a reality and they named their non-
profit corporation the “Colony of Olivenhain
Town Council.”

For the first two and one-half years the direc-
tors of the town council concentrated on the
maintenance and improvements to the meeting
hall. They transformed the two dressing rooms
in the hall into a kitchen and indoor restrooms,
complete with running water. The rummage
sales, pot lucks and other town council spon-
sored activities continued as they had in the past
but seemed to be designed for the social enjoy-
ment of the community rather than fund raising
events. In 1971 the Colony of Olivenhain Town
Council began a gradual expansion of its efforts
to include community improvements and com-
munity involvement. Through these efforts it
has become both a watchdog and voicebox for
the community it serves.

Even though these added efforts demand
much time from the directors, there is always
enough enthusiasm for bigger and better social
activities. The brautwurst/beer feast and 4th of
July celebration are among the many enjoyable
and well organized events sponsored by the Col-
ony of Olivenhain Town Council.

During the formative years of the town coun-
cil, housing construction continued to increase.
Olivenhain was becoming a very desirable place
to live, and building contractors hurried to
finish one house only to start another. Real
estate prices were beginning a rapid escalation
and would eventually drive housing prices to
astonishingly high and, for many people, pro-
hibitive levels. Additionally, in 1967 a subdivi-
sion called Lake Val Sereno, located on the
northeast corner of Olivenhain, had been ap-
proved and would soon add an estimated 162
homes.

By the mid 1960’s the trend for residential
development was deeply set. Olivenhain was



A few memories from town council-sponsored Junctions at the Meeting Hall.
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The empty fields in Olivenhain gradually are giving way to residential and commercial development.

losing its identity as a farming community as
more and more fields gave way to residential
housing. Spiraling taxes and the anticipation of
financial prosperity encouraged the now retired
farmers to sell land. The charm of Olivenhain
and its country atmosphere drew prospective
buyers. Almost everyone was content, if not
eager, to see Olivenhain developed. Everyone
that is except the county planning commission,
who had their own idea for the unincorporated
area.

In 1966 the commission recommended that
Olivenhain and a vast area adjoining Olivenhain
be zoned agricultural. The recommendation
brought heavy protest from residents and from
the Olivenhain Municipal Water District. The
residents, particularly large property holders,
envisioned tomato fields, pig farms and dwind-
ling land values. The water district warned that
a sharp reduction in residential growth would
create a serious financial problem for the district
and increased tax premiums for established
residents.

The residents opposed the agricultural pro-
posal for eleven months and eventually gained
the support of the San Diego County Super-
visors who ruled that Olivenhain be temporarily
zoned as “low density residential.” A large
number of meetings followed, both at the com-
munity level and with the county planning com-
mission, to establish a permanent zoning desig-
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nation or designations for Olivenhain. The
residents were largely undecided on any specific
zoning but favored a designation which would
maintain a rural atmosphere and at the same
time allow controlled development. The task of
establishing and more importantly agreeing on a
unified zoning proposal required countless
meetings, many intense studies, and another
one and one-half years.

The final zoning proposal contained not one
but many separate designations for the Oliven-
hain valley. Half acre residential totaled over
50% of all acreage, followed by flood plan basic
which occupied 22% and another 14% was ear-
marked approximately 3 acre residential. The
remaining 14% of acreage contained a mixture
of commercial, low density residential, and tem-
porary zoning designations. The proposal not
only established the framework for uncrowded
residential growth but also encouraged a coun-
try atmosphere by permitting limited livestock
raising. The zoning proposal was reviewed by
the County Board of Supervisors on the third of
June, 1969, and unanimously accepted.

The 1970’s would bring even more develop-
ment, which further shaped Olivenhain’s rural
image. Of the many houses constructed, ranch
style architecture remained predominant,
although most homes displayed a great deal of
individualism. Barns and corrals are often seen
on these half acre “farms,” complete with



Although ranch style homes are predominant, a great deal of individualism is expressed, both in size and architecture.

livestock of all kinds, horses and chickens being
on the top of the list. A slow and friendly
lifestyle continued to prevail over Olivenhain
which is flavored with a deep community pride
that all new homeowners seem to inherit.

Of the hundreds of new residents that arrived
in the 1970’s,'a large percentage came from
more populated areas and were undoubtedly at-

Demonstrators protest commercial development at the corner of
Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe Road in 1978.
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tracted by the low density zoning and the farm
atmpshere. Many of these new residents proud-
ly stated, “We have moved to the country!” But
during this same period, Olivenhain was in the
center of the fastest growing area in the county.
Several new housing tracts were encroaching
the valley and many feared that county officials
would permit high density development within
Olivenhain, despite existing zoning. The con-
cern deepened with the expansion of outlining
developments and, ultimately, many of the
Olivenhain residents developed a slow growth
attitude which became unmistakably obvious by
1975. Proposed housing developments, roads,
and zoning changes soon became the targets of
vigorous opposition.

Olivenhain prospered through the remainder
of the 1970’s as events continued to enlarge its
history. The future will undoubtedly enhance
this already unique community which has
grown from a rich heritage that a weathered
meeting hall and rusted farm machinery pay
tribute.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Although born in Solana Beach, California, Richard moved to Olivenhain as a young lad in 1956 with
his parents George Theodore and Rosemary, an older brother Ronald George, and younger sister

munity dominated by crop fields and of a small winding stream with seemingly endless adventures
and of a young boy’s companion, a collie dog named Surprise.

At age 14, Richard worked on a Case threshing machine for his uncle, Herman C. Bumann. Over a
hundred sacks of grain were produced, which became the last commercial crop in the Olivenhain area
which was field worked with horse teams. In passing years, additional work included hay baling and
other agricultural related duties, but the farming activity in Olivenhain was quickly declining, and
following high school Richard found employment in industrial manufacturing and ultimately a
career in mechanical designing.

In 1966 Richard married Adeline Elizabeth Bruning, and their children, Carl Leigh and Denise
Elizabeth, became the fifth generation of Bumanns to live in the Olivenhain Valley. Finally, during
the many years required to complete this book, Richard served a three year term on the Colony of
Olivenhain Town Council as secretary, vice-chairman and chairman and also served on the
Olivenhain Cemetery Council as secretary.
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