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FOREWORD 

The intent of this local history book is to recall and thereby perpetuate the 
heritage of a small valley called Olivenhain. The location of Olivenhain is ap­
proximately twenty-five miles north from San Diego, California and five miles 
east from the Pacific Ocean. The name is of German origin and is pronounced 
oh-LEE-ven-hine. 

The writing of this book was inspired by a long and almost natural chain of 
events. The author's interest in Olivenhain history began at a very young age, 
though the many stories passed from one generation to the next. The interest 
increased with passing years and in 1972 a sincere effort to collect old 
photographs and acquire detailed information was undertaken. A unique op­
portunity existed to collect this historical material since the author was either 
directly related to or was a lifetime friend with all of the pioneering families of 
Olivenhain. In fact, it was at the home of one of these families in December of 
1972 that a conversation lead to a wooden box stored in a closet. The box con­
tained the Colony Olivenhain records dating from 1884 through 1897 and in­
cluded minutes of meetings, accounting books, correspondence letters and in 
short was a historian's pot of gold. The colony records lead to even more 
discoveries and by mid 1973, a wealth of information had been collected. So 
what started as a personal interest snowballed into a major historical research, 
and the desire to share this knowledge soon promoted the idea of writing this 
book. 

The book is separated into five chapters, each chapter representing a dif­
ferent historical period. Chapter One and Two depicts Olivenhain prior to the 
colony settlement, beginning with the American Indian and followed by the 
early land owners. Chapter Three deals with the colony organization, from its 
beginning to its end. The information in Chapter Three is based on the colony 
records, newspaper articles and other original material from that time period. 
Chapter Four, the farming era, represents approximately sixty years. Most of 
the information from this chapter was obtained directly from the retired 
Olivenhain farmers. The last chapter brings Olivenhain into the late 1970's 
and its image as a residential community. 
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C H A P T E R 1 

INDIAN COUNTRY 

The first race of people to inhabit this small 
valley, now called Olivenhain, was the American 
Indian, who predated the arrival of European 
man by at least 10,000 years. 

Anthropologists theorize, that during the last 
ice age, the Indians migrated from Asia, across 
the Bering Straits to Alaska, then southward by 
an extremely gradual movement through Cana­
da and finally America. Exactly when they ar­
rived in Southern California is difficult to 
know, i f not impossible. Recent discoveries 
have convinced some anthropologists that In­
dians existed here, at least 50,000 years ago. 
But because these astonishing dates are not ac­
cepted by many experts we will confine our 
discussions to the three most recent (and con­
firmed) cultures, namely the San Dieguito, La 
Jollan and the Diegueno. Each of these three 
cultures existed here in different time periods 
and each one was distinctly different from the 
others. 

The first of these three cultures is called the 
"San Dieguito". These early people probably 
moved into this area sometime between 10,000 
and 11,000 years ago. The San Dieguito Indians 
were basically a hunting culture which existed 
almost entirely on the abundant game which 
flourished here at that time. Almost all of their 
stone tools consisted of choppers for chopping 
meat, bone scrapers for cleaning hides and large 
projectile points. 

A few thousand years later, due to a major 
climate change, this area began to change into a 
semi-arid environment. The once flourishing 
game became scarce and the San Dieguito In­
dian entered a slow transitional change in his 
food gathering techniques which depended less 
and less on game and more and more on vegeta­
tion and sea life. The change, or transition, at a 
point some 7,500 years ago, became so pro­
nounced that it had altered their entire culture. 

This new culture of Indians was given the name 
" L a JoUa" Indian. Unlike the previous San 
Dieguito Indian, the La JoUa Indian depended 
mostly on vegetation and sea food for their basic 
diet, however, game of almost any kind was con­
sumed when it could be found. 

Beginning about 3,000 years ago, Yuman In­
dians from the Colorado river came to this area 
and merged whh the La Jolla Indian. The 
Yuman Indian brought with them a new culture 
and when the cultures of the La Jolla and 
Yuman mixed, it altered both and the product 
was a third culture which was given the name 
"Diegueno" Indian. These Indians were the 
last native culture to occupy this area prior to 
the influence of European man. 

The Diegueno Indians lived in small com­
munity groups of two to forty families each. 
These scattered groups usually occupied the 
same permanent camp from one generation to 
the next and would only leave this camp for 
brief food gathering excursions of limited 
distances. Their leader was usually the wealth­
iest individual in the group. His authority was 
very limited and is best described as a counselor, 
not a ruler. In time of war, their leader was the 
strongest and most courageous male, however, 
these Indians were not warlike and usually set­
tled their differences in some other manner. 

Primarily, the Diegueiio were seed gatherers 
and root diggers and largely relied on the wild 
vegetation for their basic diet. The remainder of 
their food supply consisted of a large variety of 
animals and sea life. 

The Diegueno was the flrst culture of Indians 
to have pottery. The pottery was very simple 
and plain, rarely was it painted. Hunting tools 
such as arrowheads and spears were compara­
tively small, since the big game had long since 
vanished from this area. 

Their clothing was simple, the men were 
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usually naked and the women wore a two piece 
skirt, but normally went bare breasted. Addi­
tional clothing was worn on extremely cold 
days, but was for comfort only. Style was not a 
consideration. 

Houses were of two basic types. The first, a 
lean-to shape or better described as a ramada, 
and the second, a beehive shape being about 
nine feet in diameter and six or seven feet high. 
These houses were made of tree limbs, grass and 
mud. 

These Indians were the first culture to cre­
mate their dead. To accompany the deceased on 
the journey to the hereafter, his valued posses­
sions were "broken", then placed in a crema­
tion fire. Later the ashes of the deceased and his 
belongings were placed in a specially made oUa 
and buried in a nearby burial ground. 

When the first Spanish expedition penetrated 
this area in July 1769, they encountered many 
small villages of friendly Diegueno Indians. 
Two days journey from San Diego they found a 
series of grass covered valleys, speckled with 

small oak trees which they named Los Encinos. 
Evening camp was in one of these valleys which 

. they called San Alejo. That evening, Caspar De 
Portola, the leader of the expedition, wrote in 
his ledger about a band of 15 Indians that visited 
their camp and stayed for some time. Portola's 
expedition pushed north the following morning 
and the Indians remained undisturbed for sever­
al more years. 

But their isolation didn't last. The Spanish 
mission system was by design, intended to 
benefit the Indian, but in effect had a very 
detrimental impact on both their culture and 
population. Their numbers were mainly re­
duced by terrible virus diseases of which the In­
dian had little understanding or resistance. And 
finally, the expansion of Mexican and American 
colonization made the Indian an unwanted tres­
passer, and ultimately the subjects of secluded 
reservations. By 1850, it was very doubtful that 
any Indians remained in the area, now called 
Olivenhain. 

We are constantly reminded that Indians tx-

George T. Bumann displays a few Indian artifacts found in Olivenhain. 
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isted by their stone implements and tools which 
are frequently found. Quite often these artifacts 
were found on top of the ground, other times 
they were unearthed by the seasonal plowing or 
disking of the crop fields and occasionally an act 
of nature revealed them. Laura Miller recalls 
that the floods of 1922 and 1937 caused a consi­
derable amount of soil erosion. In various parts 
of the valley, deep ditches were cut in the crop 
fields, exposing Indian artifacts of all types. 

Some artifacts found in Olivenhain include a variety of 
arrowheads, several clay smoking pipes and a six inch long 
obsidian spear 

Some of the residents collected many of these ar­
tifacts, including arrowheads, grinding metates, 
pottery and even smoking pipes. The ditches 
were then bulldozed shut to make ready for the 
seasons crop planting. 

The first large scale archeological excavation 
was conducted by the San Diego State Universi­
ty in August 1974. Even though it was not in 
Olivenhain (site located on a hillside near the in­
tersection of Olivenhain Road and Rancho San­
ta Fe Road), it was often called the Olivenhain 
site since it was within a short walking distance. 
The dig produced several thousand artifacts in­
cluding a rock floor and stone-lined hearth. The 
artifacts were predominantly from the San Die­
guito culture, but the presence of clam shells, 
seed grinding tools, and pottery indicates that 
the site was also occupied by La Jollan and 
Diegueiio Indians. It was estimated that the site 
was at least 10,000 years old and was seasonly 
occupied by several different bands of about 20 
people each. 
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C H A P T E R 2 

MEXICAN RANCHO 

In the early 1800's California was a vast, 
sparsely inhabited territory of Mexico. The 
Mexican government was attempting to popu­
late this territory by granting good ranch lands 
to its friends and supporters. One of these sup­
porters was Andreas Antonio Ybarra, who had 
won his popularity as a military leader in a small 
and short lived political uprising in the fall of 
1831. 

Some time after the war, Ybarra moved to old 
San Diego where he owned and managed a 
small liquor store. Business matters, however, 
fakered, and in 1841 Ybarra was being threat­
ened with confiscation of his inventory and 

store due to delinquent tax payments. After giv­
ing up the liquor store, Andreas Ybarra made a 
formal request to the Mexican government that 
he be awarded the rancho called "Los Encini-
tos", and on July 3, 1942, Juan Bautista De 
Alvarado, then constitutional governor of the 
Department of the Californias, granted him the 
Rancho Los Encinitos containing one square 
league of land or 4,431.03 acres. 

Soon after acquiring the land grant, Andreas 
Ybarra constructed an adobe house beside a 
natural spring, on the northeast corner of the 
rancho, where he and his wife Francisca Juana 
Ybarra resided for about 18 years. 

The silent ruins of Andreas Ybarra's ranch house and barn, as photographed in 1972. Location, one half mile east of 
Olivenhain Road and Rancho Santa Fe Road intersection. 
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This survey map of the Rancho Los Encinitos was drawn by the United States Surveyor General in 1858 and established the 
legal boundaries of the rancho. Reproduction courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society. 
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Southern CaUfornia rancho owners usually 
stocked their land grants with cattle and horses. 
The cattle and horses were their only source of 
income and at the same time provided a food 
source. Prior to 1849, the only marketable items 
from the cattle were the hides and tallow, which 
were sold to Boston trading ships. The hides 
usually brought $2.00 each and were used by 
shoe manufacturers in New England. The tal­
low sold for a much lower price and was used to 
make soap. Most of the meat was considered a 
worthless by-product and was left to decay. The 
shameful waste of meat continued until the 
California Gold Rush in 1849. The rapid unex­
pected population growth in central California 
created a demand for beef, and prices soared 
from $50 to $70 a head. This is the period of 
time when some of the ranches gained their ex­
treme wealth and built large haciendas. Those 
ranchos that prospered created the symbolic 
and colorful era that is usually associated with 
all Mexican ranchos. But in reality, many ran­

chos, including the Los Encinitos, remained un­
productive and generally unimproved. 

The Rancho Los Encinitos was relatively 
small when compared to other ranchos in that 
time period. Its adjoining neighbor, Rancho San 
Dieguito (now called Rancho Santa Fe), encom­
passed 8,824 acres. The average was about 
13,000 acres. Ybarra stocked his small rancho 
with proportionally small herds of cattle and 
horses. A census of his personal property in 
1858 lists 20 cattle, 40 horses and 6 mules. 
Other censuses show a moderate fluctuation in 
these numbers but never exceeding a total of 75 
animals. 

In May 1846, the United States declared war 
on Mexico, supposedly for the American lives 
that had been lost near the Texas-American 
border. After eleven thousand American lives 
and an unknown number of Mexican casualties, 
the peace treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo was 
signed in 1848 and the United States owned 
CaUfornia. 

Joseph S. Mannasse (left) and Marcus Schiller (right) purchased the Rancho Las Encinitas in 1860 for 68'^ an acre. 
Photographs courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society - Title Insurance & Trust collection. 
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The peace treaty guaranteed existing rancho 
owners immunity from land confiscation. The 
rancho owners, however were eventually forced 
to show valid proof of ownership. Ybarra filed 
his claim in October of 1852, which was con­
firmed and accepted by the United States Board 
of Land Commissions in 1854. The Rancho was 
surveyed by the United States Surveyor Gen­
eral in September of 1858. Although the spell­
ing of the rancho was changed to Las Encinitas, 
the boundary lines of this original land grant 
is still referenced on current county maps. 

Andreas Ybarra sold the Rancho Las En­
cinitas in December 1860 to two San Diego 
merchants, J.S. Mannasse and Marcus Schiller, 
for a sum of $3,000. This was the first cash sale 
of the Rancho Las Encinitas and amounted to 
about 68<t per acre. 

Through the ambitious management of Man­
nasse and Schiller, the rancho began to prosper, 
and by 1863, supported more than 1,200 stock 
animals, including 600 cattle and 500 sheep. 

The first known commercial crops were 
reported in 1872 which included 30 tons of 
grapes and an unspecified amount of corn. Also 
in 1872, Mannasse and Schiller converted the 
adobe ranch houses into a stage station which 
serviced the Seeley-Wright Stage Coach Line, 
beginning in December of that year. This 
became the second out-going stage stop from 
San Diego and was appropriately named the 
Mannasse Station. Here the passengers were fed 
and the horses changed while enroute to the 
next stop at Mission San Luis Rey. 

As time passed, Mannasse and Schiller had 
some financial misfortunes and became in­
debted to a Mr. Cullen A. Johnson in an amount 
of $5,000 and gave a mortgage on the rancho for 
security. Before they were able to pay off their 
debt, Mr. Johnson died, leaving a Mr. J.W. 
Tyson as executor of his last will and testament. 

When the mortgage became delinquent, Ty­
son ordered Mannasse and Schiller to pay their 
debt so he could divide the estate among the re-

The Kimball Brothers, Warren C. (left) and Frank A. (right) purchased the Rancho Las Encinitas in 1880. Photographs 
courtesy of the San Diego Historical Society - Title Insurance & Trust collection. 
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maining family of the deceased. However, Man­
nasse and Schiller were unable to pay the 
amount due and Tyson reluctantly extended the 
mortgage for another six months. Three years 
later, Tyson foreclosed, but due to a lengthy and 
complex court proceeding, was unable to bring 
the rancho before public auction for another 
year and one half The subsequent auction was 
duly advertised in many San Diego county 
newspapers and on October 2, 1877 the auc­
tioneer opened the bidding at $8,033.98, but no 
one responded. The bid was lowered and still no 
one responded. When the bidding reached 
$5,000, Tyson became worried and in order to 
prevent a loss or sacrifice on the estate, Tyson 
himself bid and purchased the rancho for 
$5,033.50. 

Being anxious to settle the estate, Mr. Tyson 
immediately attempted to resell the rancho, but 
was again unsuccessful. He finally leased the 
rancho to Uncle Jake Metzher for his flocks of 
sheep in January 1879. 

Tyson scheduled another public auction in 
October 1880 and was finally successful. The 
Rancho Las Encinitas was purchased by a Mr. 
James Courier for $5,000. 

The initial interest that James Courier had in 
the rancho Las Encinitas ended within three 
months, at which time he sold the rancho to two 
brothers, Frank A. Kimball and Warren C. 
Kimball in December 1880 for a sum of $5,225. 
The Kimball brothers were land speculators 
and at that time owned vast parcels of land in 
National City, Chula Vista, Jamul and other 
areas. 

The Kimball brothers anticipated a financial 
opportunity in the resale of the Rancho Las 
Encinitas to a colony since the sale of land to 
colonies was very popular during this period of 
time. 

During the mid and late 1800's, millions of 
immigrants entered the United States. The Ger­
man migration stemmed from financial strin­
gency, overpopulation, and the harsh obedience 
to the military service. 

Due to these hardships, thousands of Ger­

mans deserted their homeland and relocated in 
southern Europe or crossed the Atlantic to 
America. The Germans came in hordes, from 
1870 to 1910 more than three and one quarter 
million arrived at Ellis Island for admission into 
the United States. The peak was reached in 
1882 when 250,600 German immgrants entered 
the United States. Most of these German im-

FRASK A. KIMJtALT^, IK, G KISIBALI., 

K I M B A L L B R O T E R S , 

— T H E O L D E S T 

R E A L E S T A T E F I R M 

I N . 

S a n D i e g o C o u n t y . 

Maps and Information Funished; 
Correspondence Solicited. 

— F O R S A L E — 

R A N C H O E N C I N I T A S , 
4,437 Acres; 

S i t u a t e d w i t h i n t w o a n d o n o - h a l f m i l e s o f E n c i n i t a s 
S t a t i o n , e n C a l i f o r n i a S o u t h e r n R a i l r o a d . 

P i e n t y o f N e v e r - F a i l i n g S p r i n g e . H u n d r e d s o f A c r e s o f 
S p l e n d i d A l f a l f a L a n d ; 2 OOO A c r e s o t b e s t 

q u a l i t y o f F r u i t L a n d , a d a p t e d t o t h e p r o d u c ­
t i o n o f t h e O l i v e , O r a n g e , L e m o n , 

L i m e , A p p l e , P e a c h , A p r i c o t , 
Q u i n c e , C r a p e s f o r 

R a i s i n s o r W i n e , 
E t c . 

T h e B e s t R a n c h o f i t s S i z e I n t h e C o u n t y f o r 
L o c a t i o n o f a 

C O L O N Y ! 
This advertisement from the "National City Record" 
newspaper expresses the Kimball Brothers' desire to sell the 
Rancho Las Encinitas to a colony. Reproduction courtesy of 
National City Public Library. 
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migrants settled in the cities, where they could 
find employment in the trades and occupations 
that Germany had monopolized for so many 
years. But their hopes were short lived, and 
most were channeled into factory work or min­
ing. Their income was usually substandard and 
many were forced to live in undesirable areas of 
the cities. 

Because they were not accepted in these es­
tablished areas, some of the immigrants formed 
or joined a colony with their own nationality. 
These colonies offered the immigrants a place 
where their language and customs were under­
stood and together they could start a new and 
prosperous life as proud United States citizens. 

Colonies usually purchased and settled on 
large parcels of land. A colony could afford to 
pay a higher price for the land, since each 

member would only feel a small impact of the 
total price. Land speculators were quick to 
realize and capitalize on this fact, thus the sale 
of large parcels of land to colonies became as 
lucrative to the speculator as it was essential to 
the colony. 

The Kimball brothers advertised the Rancho 
Las Encinitas for approximately four years and 
in that time had three known inquiries. The 
first inquiry by a Mr. Poorbill in early January 
of 1884. The second inquiry by Messrs. John­
son and Selfnidzer also in early January of 1884. 
Neither of these inquiries satisfied the re­
quirements of the Kimball brothers, their con­
ditions were too crude or presented too many 
impracticable ideas. The third inquirer would 
succeed and in doing so, changed the lives of 
several hundred people. 
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C H A P T E R 3 

T H E COLONY 

In the early Spring of 1884, Frank A. Kimball 
received a letter from a Mr. Theodore Pinther of 
Denver, Colorado. Mr. Pinther had read the 
sales advertisement for the Rancho Las Encini­
tas and signified his willingness to organize a 
German colony and to locate from 100 to 200 
families on the property during the coming Fall 
and Winter, provided such prices and terms 
were offered to make the project an assured suc­
cess. The offer interested Mr. Kimball and he 
made a gentlemans agreement that i f an organ­
ized colony could be formed, consisting of the 
quantity of people required to purchase the 
Rancho, he would be willing to negotiate a sale 
to Mr. Pinther and his would-be colony. The 
agreement was followed by a series of mail cor­
respondence in which Frank Kimball described 
various aspects of Southern California and the 
Rancho Las Encinitas, such as the climate, taxa­
tion and farming potential. 

Pinther began a very energetic and successful 
membership campaign in Denver, Colorado. 
The fact that Mr. Pinther was a German by 
birth and a very powerful and influential 
spokesman gave him the natural qualifications 
required to interest prospective colonists. In a 
very short time he had acquired several people 
whom he deemed desirable associates, and on 
May 21, 1884 the colony was officially formed. 
At this time there were only seven members in 
the colony. Their names were Theordore Pin­
ther, Joseph Ullrich, Louis Denk, Otto Pinther, 
Lina Pinther, Johann Bumann, and Paul Glave. 
Each of these seven paid a $2.00 initiation fee 
and their names were recorded in a membership 
book. 

One week after its formation, the colony had 
its first recorded meeting. The minutes of this 
meeting and all subsequent meetings were writ­
ten in German script. The following is an 

2 . ^ 7 / ' ^ ^ w ^ . ^ ^ 2 . 

/ , • rX 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

This membership record was started on May 21, 1884, and is the earliest known record of the colony. 
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English translation of the first four meetings 
held by the colonists. 

^Ae oomfia/n/^ umA ^tiu/ncle^ mitA lAe 

ftAelitnlnaA/^ eleodon ty^. dAe<i€l<yie 

'^IMlticA OA tlea^tM^. 

tAe e^>^4tln^. &*l,eMtl»tvt 9*ltvtAe^ <ila-ile€l 

tAe meeHn^ mitA lAe le.a.<{in^ tAe 

AuiKi n/nd tAe. ^^^yne^ui/fvuA^KU^e tAe cc/-

&Aey, dectfle^l to Aot</ a 'meeti'tt^f 

SPatttA^la/^ ^tfne /d/, at tA^ee o 'c/ocA. 

d^tjH. « / tAe iKi^ne fUcu:^ t<i c^dleot tAe. 

iyei/nve. duei). oA ^oi tAe trumtA ,ji/Cap.. 

S^tiwt 'Sta/v^ ficud AiA i/nitia.tion. ^ee 

a/ncl imnte tAe wvewvAeiA fi/utmiite^ ttt 

fi^ip. (ft tAe -next meeli^n^. 

fjHeetin^ a.c^<iuytne<l. 

S*a.u4 ^ . 'Sta^ <ye<yielaMf. 

^5 

^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ J / ^ ^ ^ 

Typical minutes from a colony meeting. 

iMee/in^ of ^ t i ^ /<5'<ŷ . 
nteeHn^ m<iA ofve^red 6^ tAe fiA^^-

(/en,t. <^Ae wtimvteA of tAe teiAt -meeting 

lae^ t^^itl a/ntl a.coe^tte€t. tyMyi. S^i/ntAet 

a.^^z€^ i^^icl tAe S^-tcuv^ of tAe cotcn/^ 

a/nd exft/fii/ne^ iKi^me of tAc^. <yWi. 9*€uvl 

'Sta/i!^ detinei€<l a tuMviUalion of tAe 

cle<Kyufiti<m. of SPa^ '3)i€^f'0 cotMvt^ a/nd 

iyonte -nu>le mewitie^^y iU^f/ned ufi. &Ae 

nu^nSet of tAe 'nvenvi^^ c/itnSe^ to 20. 

&Ae^ ^^A^iMted $5.00 foA ««4 in tAe '^ol-

o^uulo ^c4^A^^cU, tAe ^Aloa^ 

SPtcuU<^^e^lu/n^ a/ndtAe %*4c^. 
tAl€.e.tin^ fK^.ouA'ned. JVext meeting 

^ttne 8. 

'^oAifol'nifi cclcmle &tii>enAa4/n, '3)e/rm^ 

^€1^ 8, 1/884. 

i^Ae meeting m<tA eoAted to c^ute^ 6^ 

9\eMfletit 9*itttAet.. &Ae S^-ttu^^ me^ 

tead and exfitained. dAe fotlomin^ c^ym-

mtttee tttoA etected to letH^^e tAe t^-tamA; 

fH'. Q)otrvtneA, 9^1e^ Ma^iAe^, ^. 

tyUfi^/tei, ,y(4A,. SPtioeSet, a^vd^^dat^cA-. 

&Ae cow/mittee i^Aalt moi^ to^«tAeA mitA 

tAe Ami.^ of o^Wc^&*<t atidfirviAA tAe 

iUon. in tAie n.ext meeA. IfTAe oom/mittee 

tm/t oMye^m^de at '^ItltUcA 'i- txiA, 

ementn^ at ite^ife/n o 'ctocA. 

>j{/teetin^ adfotM^ed. 

9>au/'^. 'Sta^ ^ee. 
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'3be4>if/ef/ to ^tAMtt tAe A^-t<m>A aA cm^ 

fiieoe. 'Sieoidet/to Au^ tAte^ clo^e/n 'leoei/vt 

AocAa. decided to Au^ one iytam/i fot tAe 

oolong. 

&Ae foAtfMun^ n€i/meA fyt- tAe '^oAori^ 

tae^ fi^ofKAed: Otttf^nAcUti, Sillede^-

idteiwi, 0tive '€i1c^, %'iile^ita/nd, S^otUci, 

'StUoA^AuA^f and S^intAe^Aeiwi. ^Ae 

nanve 0tlvenAai/n l,eceMfed tAe moiU 

tKiAeA. 

natrveA '^Sfood and 9*an 

inyuUoAed AecoM^e of no fva/^^ment of ad-

miAUon. 

fH'. 3)omnte6. fuiid Ai^ 02.00 diMA 

fyi tAe montA of ̂ u^ve. 

decided to Aotd a mee 

9itM. n4Mct &AuAA<Ai^ cU ^^UAtu<A Aa^. 

9''UeduoA MoA and 9*an/ ^ie^^^m^l/ta^d 

tAie admtAUon of $5.00. ^Ae <ie<yi^ta^ 

i « « « / j e c « / t e t t e A A , wvoAtf^ fuim 

'^Aica^fyo to anAme^ 

,ytieetin^ tu/f^ott^med. 

S^auf^. 'StoA^ 

There were five to thirteen colony meetings 
per month, depending on the amount of 
business and decisions at hand. The first eight 
meetings were held in a bar, located on 235 
Larimer Street in Denver. The selection of this 
bar as a meeting place was presumably en­
couraged by the owner and colony member, 
Joseph Ul l r ich . However, due to certain 
undesirable conditions, the meeting place was 
later changed to a nearby gymnasium. 

The meeting of June 15, 1884 has lasting im­
portance. For it was in this meeting that the col­
onists established a name for their colony. All 
but one of the proposed names were German. 
The first and later accepted name was "Oliven­
hain" which means olive grove. The other pro­
posed names were "Friedensheim" which 
means home of peace, "Olive grove" was the 
only proposed English name, "Vaterland" 
means father land, "Portici" means portal, 
"Glucksburg" means castle of luck, and "Pin-
therheim" means Pinther home and was ob­
viously in honor of Theodore Pinther. The 
reason Olivenhain was favored over the other 

The first eight colony meetings were held in a bar in Denver, Colorado. This tailor shop was within a city block of that bar and 
at least one person working here became a member of the colony. Marked by X is Friedrich Bumann, the author's great grand­
father. 
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r/f/s paragraph is a portion of a colony meeting held June 
15, 1884 in which the colonists established a name for their 
colony. Among the many proposed names is "Olivenhain," 
the colonists' final choice. 

proposed names or for what significance it had 
was not recorded. There is however, an in­
teresting relationship between the name Oliven­
hain which means olive grove and Frank Kim­
ball. 

The Kimball Brothers owned several large 
citrus and olive groves in National City. Frank 
Kimball took considerable interest in these 
trees, particularly the olives. Frank was a 
leading authority on olive growing and was 
often called the father of the olive industry in 
San Diego county. 

In the early mail correspondence in which 
Frank Kimball described the Rancho Las En­
cinitas to Theodore Pinther, he undoubtedly 
mentioned the feasibility of growing olives and 
his own success with olive groves. Now, is it 
possible Pinther was so impressed by this "olive 
grove" aspect that he later suggested it as a 
name for the colony? 

The general purpose of the colony was to es­
tablish a German settlement in Southern 
California. Each member would pay a certain 
membership fee and therefore be entitled to a 
small portion of the land, on which they could 
earn a livelihood by growing agricultural pro­
duce. Fruits of almost all types including grapes 
were to provide a comfortable existence. As 
stated in the colony prospectus "With proper ir­
rigation and cultivation one acre is sufficient to 
maintain one family. Five acres, especially fruit 
trees, make every family well to do". Other 
essentials such as work horse teams and fruit 
processing machinery would exist under the 
common ownership of the colony and made 

available to its members. 
The colony's financial income was based 

totally on membership fees which were pooled 
into a common treasury and used to purchase 
the colony land and other necessary items. All 
money received or expended was recorded in ac­
counting books. 

An elected board of directors and officers, 
consisting of a president, vice-president, 
treasurer, and secretary, were responsible for 
most of the normal business. All other work was 
accomplished by appointed committees. The 
use of committees was very extensive and just to 
name a few, there was a revision committee, ar­
rangement committee, picnic committee, dis­
charge committee, and even a pig committee. 

The colony was self ruled by two sets of by­
laws which were initially written by Theodore 
Pinther and later revised by the colony mem­
bers. The first portion outlined the colony's 
governmental policies such as election of of­
ficers. This portion of the by-laws was hand 
written and only one copy existed. The second 
portion was machine printed and at least 2000 
copies were distributed. This portion of the by­
laws itemized the colonists' obligations to the 
colony and to what each colonist was entitled. It 
consisted of at least 51 numbered paragraphs, 
each paragraph defining some specific rule or 
benefit. For instance, paragraph #20 obligated 
the members to plant primarily fruit trees or 
grapes and not corn, wheat, or exclusively veg­
etables. The by-laws were democratically ap­
proved by the colony members and could not be 
changed without majority consent. 

Newspaper advertising was the colony's main 
campaign tool and was extensively used to at­
tract potential colonists. Advertisements were 
placed in newspapers (predominantly German 
newspapers) in many of the major cities of the 
United States and a few foreign countries. 
Those in the United States included the 
Tageblatt newspaper in Philadelphia, the Col­
orado Journal in Denver, the Volkszeitung in 
New York, and many others. The advertise­
ments requested that any person interested in 
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i^oi;K net mcicii an xim &t\uum\n tanoen n ic cis noiijig, oie am incintn fltii 
?|ormulQr, ivk lunlicrtt, ]u Umtmoxkn. Wtiim ipcskUc 'Mnftnant fmb >oit fl«rn t'tveit »ifnntraor 

1) Unbcbiimt nolDifloi! ttiuiilol S!i« anricMuiiQ fiit 'JJiitfllieftev imfccer finlonic iit $20\> mluv 
(imlri lBad& in ftio Wcfdliitjaft; ?«ic)(i aii.iiililiiiift an ba3 WrtiiiB-tJ'iachtlju'm in Sub^ 'n l i furnun im 
tomm, fiir ben Sai l , bafj ibr ©cidjdft Firt) nid)t tofort bW'lM obcr l ie crftc ^Jlrbcil nittit lobntc 

2) SBeldic a r t Wtidiititc bort lobiicnb fiiib? llnbcbinflf loijnt fid) icbc^ cl)vlid)c ©cidjiift, iiiabci 
•SBinjer, Sni*lflftrliun-, I'nnbiuiiKj. t'ttbjiidiicv, S8icucnuid)l«, DJJild)H)iril!id)a}t.---'5)iiil)leitbaiicr, Sriiiinctmtiibcr, .-̂ t 
i i jd j lc t , iUourer. >,!'rii-tmo*fr, 2#lii)U'r, .UkmDncr unb 3ii>iiid)mibt, ©djmicb, l^Miiifr, lnf l t ( id)cr iiiib tMoficrcr. Syui 
idiiniU. 'JWcdianifct. Salt ier , Snufleiiit alkn *Brand)cn, 9hd)itctt, 3n9«t>itur, Smocuor, *ilrjt fnur Icinc Ciuulidluci>, X n m 

3 n i^Pb.K bcc Diclcn an iin§ flffltUtcn (frdtnbiflnnntn fanben n ic cs nfttljifl, bie am incifien fltftcllicn itrnacn bnni) cin fltbriicft-j 

cditiiuc bc^ UiciicflclbC'J inib j iuar: .".'.j 
_ , ,.. _ „ .... , , .„ _ iiiib ST'i urn cirra :! I ' l inuu- Ui'Cii 
foniten, fiir ben i ia l l . bafj ibr ©cidjdft Firt) nid)t tofort bcj.'bit obcr Hie crftc ^Jlrbcil nirtit lobntc 

2) SBeldse Sr t Wtidiititc bort lobncnb fiiib? llnbcbinflf lobnt fid) icbc^ cljvlidic ©cidjiift, inabcmnbcrc bic ©cidwttc as-- : t^i.unu'w 
.•^tiiimerniiiiiit iinb 
'.(HI' llKlildU'l, '.I'ul-

, . , imaiit,'•l*iii1ibrii(1vr, 
SJorbtcr, (>i8iH(CtiiniidKr,--'t\otcIitr, Sdinciber unb'Sd)ul)ntart)er" fioftbrtusbaltcr, SdjlittStcr, "•Biirtcr imb Monfuior, ohom li; i iUft 
u . i . IB.. foTOif flrbcitcr alter "Mrt. ''Jiidit iDilltommcn loiirbcn i c i i i : Slboocatcn, bo inir uiifcrc ©trciti«tcitiii jritblid) tdjiidtcn iinflaii 
i^roccflc ju fiibrcii.—'i*a»nbrofcr, i)a wir tcincn ")l<ud)cr bitlben unb unfcrc *Diitalicbcr nor'Jiotb jn idiiiiicn t i idxn . - '.Macnicii im iiao 
iPOflli(ti(n 4*crt~id)crunflj>"}tnitaltcn u. bfll bn bit fioloiiie bicfc bnrd) Stlbftucriidierunfl tiberfliiiiin mndlt. 

8) Urn ben t^intntt in bic feicicllfiliaft ju crleid)tcrn foil rerfelbc bii (*nbe *ilunuft bis (jiibc £ c p ciiibci .-J-n iinb lunii 1 
October tin unb tp ter s?25 bctrflflcn^ 

4 ) ^ » *Be<ua nnf bie Sutitrbeit fiir einflcjaliltc ©eitrofle jtatncntlid) ou§»o(iili(ier SKitfllicbcr bicnc ixotittnbcs : T ic ..Wcini.m 
^talionat Sttnf" in l^enner bdtt al-3 Woranlicfonb ba« flefommfe cinocjafilte Shipital bi« sum befinitio crfolflteii 'Jtutiiu 
^e r r lUrnl fltaifin in noer ift C^nfemiift r unb Iroflt in ®cincintcftaft mit bem *i*w(ibentcii Jbcoborc *4.Ui!tl)ci t 
ScrontTOortuna fflr bie einatjoliUtn Satjitalien. 

Scferenj fiir ^Vuil SUifftfl: 3tbc ®flnf unb jebcr anftonbiiic ®cidiaft«m«nn in tenner. 
SJefcreni fiir ibeobore iMnHer: ^ ®rnn t , ©ouocrneur Kcn ©olorobo.—Senator Snbor, ® l n B t r . - (5. P . Tuui-:-, oi'iiiui 

R r non l^cabtjillf —^obn SjumpbrciiS, friibcr SRaDOt Don geaDoide jefet 3Jca!«6ftate in i!o^ 'Jlnflelo-J, Ivuifoni i i i . , \ 1 1 uum- j 
iStoot^icituna. tf-bicrtiio.-©olornbti JSnHtritttl, SDcuDcr.—1)ailn ^Democrat, ficnbBitte. 

Sununcn noil SIO unb j&>uMber ibnncii ijit J i t o bennnntc ^ a n t flefnnbt roerben; Snmmen untcr .^10 bitten luir, un vicrin 
^ ' ' U W jlL ^ S J l " ' " — f \ 

* 85 Vtma flBf l l l t f c M B ftti 9i(si«run9Slanb f i c ne : ©1 ift noc^ rcitfelid) S m b file Ciomcftcub^'livccniDiioi! unb l imbcrlanb \n 
I 5 *'MLR'>'lbtttii eew iwrf t iwi r t f l i l fc tn t im tui ecen Snnbe licQt; bo^ ift ami) biejeS tnit 40 bis 8irJldct uu-3 jc icu, 

ub«t£>itbrnicn"itQt!e"bct StOftrffctnaftirti warm. 'iiVcoer fffrtcr nodi i o n n i a r 
MrmcgrobcS bicnc folfltnbe SabcUe be! S)ut(^jc^uitti ifccs fiiv , l f l i i i i ' r unb ,\uu. 

t be* Vanb:-:!. 
bic ptnoiilidic 

(Sen, .jljr 5 ) t !9 le i t j 
Mannar 
Wrdtt. 

e a u T i f i f c , .' 57 
S a n t a tBiMtott 59 
ijo? VtnflclH \
©ncrflnicntjf. \5 
Sort ?)uniLU 56 
( i . i n i i n i i n t i i v . . - . . V - • • 3 0 
gieiD Sort. V , . . . 3 1 
9Jem C i l a n t - •''>5 
DJeaiJcI \. . ^ 1 . . 46 
I'onbon *. ;J7 

• i 46 

65 
69 
67 

•73 
92 
74 
77 
82 
76 
m 
77 

•jDlffertnj 

10 
. 12 

44 
46 
27 
30 
25 
81 

7) ©ttragSfiibiflfeit bell ®obcH§. ©ei (i:ft(c> SBeaidff^iH .t iinb SSearbeitunfl ift ein ?lder iianb flcniiflenb um fine JVii'i' 'lic J " 
erbaltcn. f^itnf ?ldtcr, in§heionbere |^ru4tl'.-.::ffl« ma^eil i<bc ^amil ic rooljlbabcnb.—ftolflcnbe Sriidjte flrbeibcn in giib-Oadfornitn 
nuaflcjeidinet: ?lcpfe(, Sicncn, ^Jflannicn, ' i - i i l " ' - •• » . • „ ^ . ~ - « 
5Bein otter ar t , oud) 9lDfinpn,.'!)Jfonbdn unb ciinl 

tomatoes unb (4rbbcercii flcben cine Sriite t iWbcm M6 
aBcisen fomie nKe Wetrcibcortcn gcbciben au§9eiieid&net. 

Ornnficn, 3i 'roiie"» SiuneS, C l iucn , fteifleii, ^unancn, 

Its.—fiartoffel 4 mal im Sat i r . 

8 ) ^ c j i i a l i * bc« SBoffcr^ bi'-ne': Ssflg I 'nnbberSoIoi i , 
5Bafier in ber Jiefe oon 10 bi§ 100 Su6 in finben unb roirbJ 

9) 'Jtadi jroci ^abren beflini.t ber SBcin <u traacn. 
Sonnen per 3al)r.—Olipen traflen im pieiricn bi§ funften 
qn 8rud)t. 

91<id)fff)riff: SBir oerlanBcn d c m unfcrn TOit«liebcrii g l c t l 
l i n i m*t an, bcnn loir iDoHen feine JVnuIbcit l elobncn. 1 

S i e giicnbahnfnfirt Bon ©cnocr, <|5uebl'>, SDJifiouri.SRiDel 
galifotnten crmagint. ©rofee (Srmofjiannfl ferner »u9cfid)ert\ 

Um JH bcreeifen, bag bieteS Unterncbmen Bou feincui 
angemcffcn, DJnmen unb ©tanb ben ©tatutcn oujufiiflen. 

®er 95orftanb ber ffolonie O l i i 'O iba in : Sljeobore *.l5intb« 
5i}ofl Office S o j 229t) tSenDer; t^anl glofria. SAa^meiiter iir 
S)omme§, So^n SBumomi, Sofep'fe UDrici^, 3o6n 1 . SBna-

uetlcn.—SctreffS ber Srriflalion ift ottc§ son uni bcn&tbiate 
.1 bcnufet roerben. 

)robnsirt ber Srfer im "Jiurd^tdinitt bei outer 'Bearbciluna titer 
e Olibenbaume tragen per Sn l i t d o i i t lOO biS #l.'i(t leUati 

hb SttebfertigMt. SSer i i i * t arbtittn wiU, txr Wtm f U | 

n i c r e ffoIonidRitoiicbei nuf nut $30 fut€r»ad^ieitc bit nsd) 
•ttn^Puntte. » 

sgetjt, Wclten ber UJorftonl) unb ba4 S ta in i to 6 o « i t e t« fat 
t 

oft Office 5Soi2-a>6l><noet; 6o:iraS) S l t w b e l , ^Attntt, 
ima 6 t t a | « t o . "Skitva. Se r t r aa tn i aaon t r : 

The colonies' prospectus was printed in Denver and circulated to potential members. Only one known original exists today. 
Reproduction courtesy of Herman C. Bumann. 
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T R A N S L A T I O N O F 1884 P R O S P E C T U S C O L O N Y O L I V E N H A I N P R I N T E D I N D E N V E R , C O L O R A D O 

O n account of tKe many inquiries directed to us, we found it necessary to answer tKe most asked questions witK a printed formula, 
as follows. W e are very willing to answer any further questions. 

1) Absolute necessary capital for settlement as members of our colony is $200 — not including tKe travel expenses — for: $25 entry 
fee into the group, $100 down payment on the real estate in Southern Cal i fo rn ia and $75 for about three months living expenses in 
case your business is not paying for itself right away or the first work opportunity is not promising enough. 

2) W h a t kind of occupation would pay there? Unquest ionable any honest work would pay off, especially occupations as: 
gardener, wine maker, fruit grower, farmer, cattle breeder, beekeeper, dairy man, mill builder, well digger, carpenter and cabinet 
maker, mason, brick maker, locksmith, t insmith, and sheetmetal worker, blacksmith, glazier, housepainter and plasterer, wagon-
carriage maker, machinist , mechanic, saddler, merchants of all branches, architect, engineer, surveyor, doctor (only no quacks), 
druggist, printer, barber, cigar-maker, hotel operator, tailor and shoemaker, boarding-house keeper, butcher, baker and confec­
tioner, grocer, miller, etc.; also laborers of all kinds. N o t welcome would be: lawyers, since we settle our differences peacefully instead 
of legal battles; pawnbroker, since we do not tolerate usury and try to protect our members from distress; agents for all possible types 
insurance and similar, since the colony makes this unnecessary through self-insurance. 

3) In order to ease the joining of the colony, the fee will be $ 15 till the end of Augus t , $20 till the end of September and from O c ­
tober 1st and later $25. 

4) I n the matter of safety of paid-in dues, especially for members living outside of the colony, the following will serve: ' ' T h e G e r ­
man N a t i o n a l B a n k " in Denver holds the guaranty fund of all paid-in capital till the definite completed purchase of the land. M r . 
P a u l Flassig in Denver is Treasure r and carries together with President Theodore Pinther personal the responsibility for the paid-in 
capitals. 

Reference for P a u l Flassig: A n y bank and any responsible business man in Denver . 
Reference for Theodore Pinther : J . B . G r a n t , Governor of Colorado; Senator T a b o r , Denver ; C . C . D a v i s , Postmaster of L e a d -

ville; J o h n F . Humphreys , M a y o r of Leadvil le , now real estate agent in Los Angeles , Ca l i fo rn ia ; Illinois Staatszeitung, Chicago; 
Colorado J o u r n a l , Denver ; D a i l y Democrat , Leadvil le . 

S u m s from $10 and over can be sent to the above named bank; sums of less than $10 should be sent to M r . Flassig, please. 
5) I n regard to questions of Government land, note: L a n d for Homestead pre-emption as also t imberland — still can be found in 

great quantity. It is, however, 5 to 20 miles distance from the colony land, away towards the interior; but even this is such that each 
160-acre tract will contain from 40 to 80 acres orchard-type land and the rest usable for farm land . 

6) A b o u t the climate serves the following: It is near the South Cal i forn ia coast, moderately warm. Nei ther fever or other 
epidemical sickness occur here. In comparison of temperatures serves this table, showing the mean for J a n u a r y and J u l y and the dif­
ferences between: 

J a n u a r y J u l y Difference 
S a n Diego 57 degree 65 degree 8 degree 
San ta B a r b a r a 59 " 69 " 10 " 
Los Angeles 55 " 67 " 12 " 
Sacramento 45 " 73 " 28 " 
Fort Y u m a 56 " 92 " 36 " 
C i n c i n n a t i 30 " 74 " 44 " 
N e w Y o r k 31 " 77 " 46 " 
N e w Or leans 55 " 82 " 27 " 
Nap les 46 " 76 " 30 " 
London 37 " 62 " 25 " 
Geneva 46 " 77 " 31 " 

7) Product ion ability of the land: W i t h proper irrigation and cultivation, one acre is sufficient to maintain one family. Five acres, 
especially fruit trees, make every family well to do. T h e following fruits thrive in Southern Cal i fo rn ia exceptionally well: apples, pears, 
plums, peaches, apricots, nectarines, oranges, lemons, limes, olives, figs, bananas, grapes of al l kinds, also raisins, almonds and 
Engl ish walnuts, etc. 

Tomatoes and strawberries give a harvest each month of the year. Potatoes four times a year. 
W h e a t and all other grain thrive very well. 
8) I n reference to water supply, note: T h e colony land has copious wells. Per ta in ing to irrigation, one can find for us the needed 

water in depth from 10 to 100 feet and it will be used for irrigation. 
9) I n two years grape vines begin to bear. I n four years, the acre on the average, by good cultivation, will produce four tons a year. 

Olives bear in four to five years. Single olive trees produce per year from 100 to 150 dollars of fruit. 
Postscript: W e demand from our members diligence, honesty and peaceableness. W h o will not work, should not join us, because 

we will not reward laziness. 
T h e rail fare from Denver , Pueblo, Missour i R ive r , etc. is lowered for our members of the colony — only $30 for grown-ups to 

Ca l i fo rn ia . Further reduction is assured for all other points. 
In order to demonstrate that this development is not a monopolistic design, the Directors and the Regulat ion Committee found it 

appropriate to add names and rank to the regulation. 
T h e Directors of the Colony Ol ivenha in : Theordore Pin ther , President, P . O . B . 2296, Denver ; C o n r a d Stroebel, Secretary, 

P . O . B . 2296, Denver ; P a u l Flassig, T reasu re r and Cash ie r , La r imer S t . , N o . 323, Denver ; Trus tees : W i l h . Dommes , J o h n 
B u m a n n , Joseph U l l r i c h , J o h n A . Be rg . 
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joining a German colony in Southern California 
should send for free by-laws and a prospectus. 
The word "homestead" usually appeared in the 
ad, since this was associated with free land and 
thereby stimulated the interest of the reader. 

? t 8 e t e i n H o n i e s t e a d 
t r i i n f ^ t , cber fic^ e inet beutf i^ tn feolontetn ® U b » S o U « 
fo rmen onfdj t e^ tn roiQ, t a biefein © a r t e n a m e c i l a S , 
ber \(i)xt\bt fur © t a f u t t n unb '.^Stofcectu^, bie g r a i t a 
oeifat ibt m t r b e n . S a t t f o r n t a &oloau, 

M6,m ig D . « . 2i9^, 3 3 t c D t r , ( S c t o r a t o . 

To recruit additional members, the colony advertised in 
newspapers throughout the United States. This particular ad 
was placed in the August 1884 edition of the Philadelphia 
"Tageblatt" newspaper. It reads "Notice: Anyone who 
would like a homestead or join a German Colony in 
Southern California, in this garden of America, shall write 
for by-laws and prospectus, which will be mailed free. 
California Colonic, PO. Box 2296, Denver, Colorado." 
Reproduction courtesy of German Society of Pennsylvania. 

The colony's post office box was soon filled 
with letters requesting the free information. As 
an example, one typical letter mailed from 
Onekama, Michigan, reads: 

S)eai SPtAA: 

fc€4Avd a^ldt^Ai^ €u^d ^^^M/^<Myi "^end 

mc€i/tl /lAe tfi OAA pcu iyend me nKyte 

inffA/matitm, O^OMI Ihe idtiAtin^ ca/Uta4, 

lAe a^^d em&i^lhin^ a^<itil tAe 

ool<m^. 0-nl^ tke^ C€i/n teH^«3« tAat 

ttiMi l^i^fvectaAle fctnu/iei- mliA tc ^^xin 

y-oti/i, c<d<m^. 

t/ve tne€t/nUme ma/n^ ^f^ieeti/n^ and 

<Uncei,el^ 

'^Sc'n^f^/ma/nn 

A copy of the by-laws and prospectus were 
sent to each inquiry. The by-laws, as mentioned 
before, explained the colonists' obligation to the 
colony and to what each colonist was entitled. 
The prospectus was a form letter, designed to 
answer repeated questions about the colony and 
the area where the colony intended to settle. 
Any question not covered by these standard 
forms required an additional hand written letter. 

I f the inquiring person chose to join the col­
ony, they first had to be accepted, then pay an 
initiation fee. This could be accomplished by at­
tending any of the colony meetings or by mail 
correspondence. 

In accepting new members, the colony strived 
for honest, hard working people. Those with an 
occupation were particularly welcome. Being a 
German was recommended, but not mandatory, 
since people of other nationalities were accepted 
i f they could understand and fluently speak the 
German language. Gamblers and people of 
questionable character were not tolerated, nor 
were lawyers, pawnbrokers and insurance 
agents. Above all else, the colony discouraged 
any and all types of freeloaders. As stated in the 
prospectus "who will not work, should not join 
us because we will not reward laziness". 

I f a person's request for membership was ac­
cepted and the initiation fee paid, they became 
an official member of Colony Olivenhain. To re­
tain this membership, each member was ex­
pected to fulfill a certain financial obligation to 
the colony. This debt could be paid over a long 
period of time, beginning with an initiation fee, 
followed by monthly dues, voluntary payments, 
and later-on the debt could even be worked off. 
Since these fees were increased many times, the 
amount each colonist paid, or was expected to 
pay, depended on when they joined. For in­
stance, the first few members paid a $2.00 in­
itiation fee, $2.00 monthly dues and were 
obligated to pay a total membership fee of $500. 
The fees were then increased many times. The 
majority of the later members paid a $25 initia­
tion fee, $10.00 monthly dues and a total mem­
bership fee of $600. The fees were increased 
even more, but only applied to a few of the very 
last members. In addition to the mandatory in­
itiation fee and monthly dues, all colonists could 
voluntarily pay as often or as much money as 
they wished. The total membership fee could be 
paid out-right and thus end all financial obliga­
tion to the colony. 

A member, in good standing, would be enti­
tled to many benefits from the colony. Once on 
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the colony land, they would receive their own 
five acre parcel of cultivated land, on which 
would be planted a variety of fruit trees and or 
other platings, as selected by the individual col­
onist. A house, within a certain size, would be 
built on their property and a well partially com­
pleted. Additionally, all colony owned property 
such as horses, wagons, machinery, etc., could 
be used upon request of the colonist. However, 
to become eligible for any of these benefits, it 
was necessary to have paid a certain portion of 
the total membership fee. This amount also 
depended on when the colonist joined, since it 
was also increased several times. The first few 
colonists were required to pay $100, the re­
mainder $200. 

In late August, Pinther proposed that a land 
selection committee be sent to Southern Califor­
nia to investigate and purchase the colony land. 
His proposal was accepted and it was generally 
agreed to send two or three members depending 
on available money for traveling expenses. Pin­
ther quickly amended the proposal, claiming 
that a committee of two would be completely 
adequate and the added expense of a third 
member would be a waste of money. The col­
onists respected Pinther's judgement and his 
amendment was accepted. The two members 
chosen for the land selection committee were 
Theodore Pinther and his close associate 
Conrad Stroebel. 

Due to the critical decision of land selection 
and its related financial burden entrusted to 
Theodore Pinther and Conrad Stroebel, the col­
onists prepared written conditions and limita­
tions for purchasing the colony land. In brief, 
these instructions specified the amount of land 
to be purchased, and a maximum sales price. 
The committee was to examine all land current­
ly for sale and after a careful evaluation, select a 
parcel that would be best suited for the colony. 
Before enacting any legal contract with the 
owners, the committee was to obtain the con­
sent of the remaining colonists via telegraph. 

Pinther and Stroebel boarded the west bound 
train in mid-September. They traveled on the 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad to Los 
Angeles, then transferred to a southbound 
steamer at San Pedro and arrived in San Diego 
harbor on September 23. An accurate account of 
their arrival in San Diego and following land in­
vestigations are recorded in Frank Kimball's 
personal diary. 

SPe/U. 23, ^884 

.'^t^ie^i^ of 'Slienne^ '^odoui^, ali^ '^oi-Mu 

^t-offin 64it did fud meet eMtvet of tfvem: 

tfwt in S^.tM. ^MA. 9*intAe^ and .MA,. 

fftKieSe/ ca/m^ cu^ in ttie iUa^ and iUo/i-

fved at ttie office tit/ <iu/i/ve^ - w/ien 2 

t<i<iA, tAewi t<i '^AoMA Afde/ a/nd in even­

ing tAei^ cante ove^ to tAe AouAe a/nd 

idap^ titt 9 o 'cAocA, afteA leiAUcA -9 m'ude 

a ccAuAnn aA/ic/e fo^ tAe 0leco^. 

SPe/d. 24, 1/884 

ly/t 8 o 'cAocA idoAted to idutw tVMA.. 

^Ae<i€lo^ 3*intAeA a-nd '^on/vad SPttoe/mA 

jVationat '^it^ and ocu/nti^. ty^fte/t tancA 

tooA tAew^ (asUlA ^.J^.y to 9^fiMidi<^ 

'i/oAte^ t^ SPua^^Amatet and Aome at 6 

SPe/d. 25, ^884 

SPtaUedcd 7:30 UHAA ,MA. MnAAet 

a n d ^ . moeA^and 'W. 'S.M. 

Slode to ^anvu/ f i ^ tocAd^t^ tAiM>€i^fA 

^Jh. SP.^. Mandi^ a ^ ,MA.. ^'HtffinA 

fdace. 3!uncA at ,MA. ^ . SP. ^^€ame^ \ 

o'ui/n^^ o'lcAtaAd — Aome ^uAt \ 

17 



Sfe/a. 26, 1/884 

^^U/i ea^/y. (Mvd <x0 fo^ Snci/nitaA — ^rc/ a 

ocKicA '^IOAA fvnf/ 0lAcfl€i^ UuA4e<i and 

taJ ,9Uoe/>^ and 'W. "S.Cfi. < W ^'te^tm^ 

(Ae- diAine^, dt<me to SncinAtaA. 'WAen me 

oMMmd«/ 3 3^.^. a>4mA to JV.'fH^. 

oc^neA, tAien a/t tAe IMncA Aoii^ — mAie^ 

m« iUayed and <defd <m, tofi of a Ai^A 

ida4>A of tuvy. ,yCa/»e mLotAed moid Aa/f of 

tAe uuvy — AcAAeA ^Mv^ otit, 

SPe/d. 27, 1/994 

'^aA5:30. '§ot AtAioAfaU a^id off aA 6. 

^xa/mAneyd tAe idiMn^ to . ccAnei, — 

tAen damn S. idde to SP.S. cot/rve^. iJAen 

t4/i to tocation of doim aoto^ Sfan Sttfo 

ei,eeA — tAen doom i^outA tine tA/iou^A 

tAve v<Utey to SC. <xmve^ — tAen ouA 

nea^dy to tAe oc^<m <Mid AacA to iday^ 

'Kiad and Ac/me. 0imAtooA iday^ foi. SPan 

'3)ie^ andca^ne Ay it to SPan '3biey<i. 

After examining each portion of land, Pinther 
and Stroebel selected the Rancho Las Encinitas 
as the best land for the colony. Then without ac­
quiring approval or even notifying the colonists 
in Denver, Pinther and Stroebel entered a legal 
contract with Frank Kimball to purchase the 
Rancho Las Encinitas. 

The sales contract would convey to the colony 
the total 4,431 acres of the Rancho upon pay­
ment of $66,500 plus interest. Payment would 
be accomplished by fourteen separate in­
stallments, evenly spaced over a six and one half 
year period. The land would be transferred by 
six deeds which would be individually released 
to the colony upon payment of six predeter­
mined sums of money. The contract was signed 
by Frank Kimball, Warren Kimball, Theodore 
Pinther, Conrad Stroebel (in person) and by 
Paul Flassig, William Dommes, John Bumann, 
John Berg, and Joseph Ullrich (by power of 
attorney). 

The sale of the Rancho Las Encinitas, to the 

Olivenhain Colony, didn't make front page 
news in San Diego County, however, a short ar­
ticle announcing the sale did appear in the Na­
tional City Record newspaper on October 9, 
1884. 

The sale of Encinitas Rancho by the Kimball 
brothers to an enterprising Germany colony 
is viewed by all as ominous of better pro­
spects. We have had several important 
transfers of real estate during the past year in 
various portions of the county, in all of which 
we trust emigration hither will be encouraged 
and these will be sought by parties specially 
interested, but in the Encinitas or Olivenhain 
colony the prospects are brighter than most 
others from the fact that many of the 
emigrants are ready to come, and they intend 
to make valuable and permanent improve­
ments and all portions of the county will 
receive a portion of the benefit. 

With all legalities completed, Pinther returned 
to Denver to complete the arrangements for 
sending the colonists and their families to their 
new home. Stroebel remained and would stay at 
the colony ranch where he could make final 
preparations for receiving and temporarily lodg­
ing the first installment of colonists. 

Pinther arrived in Denver on October 9. At a 
meeting that same evening, Pinther told the 
members about the land which Stroebel and he 
had purchased for the colony. The news was 
joyfully accepted by the members and the fact 
that Pinther and Stroebel had purchased the 
land without their consent was considered an 
insignificant oversight, at least for now. 

October became a very busy month for the 
colonists. The tempo of activity had greatly in­
creased and meetings were now conducted 
every one or two days, for the next obvious step 
was to send the first installment of colonists to 
California. 

The first group of colonists or "pioneers" as 
they were called would be entitled to certain 
fringe benefits, such as a financial allocation 
from the colony treasury for traveling expenses. 
These benefits were designed as an insurance 
against any unforeseen traveling problems and 
to encourage hesitant members to participate in 
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the first departure. The Ust of "pioneers" grew 
quickly. Most were young bachelors, however 
whole families with women and children were 
not excluded. 

Adding to the last minute excitement, was a 
letter from Southern California in which Con­
rad Stroebel wrote; 

&G Ike 'Colony, 0tlnen/vain,. 

^i^e^vtcAeA t/voA a ^eyi^de^^ teller 

ca/me fryi me. a/nd idrvce ,9 a/m auMActU 

neanA ĉ ee* /-^ {/ayA, >9 uu/l yo damn 

SPo/n &ieyci' aA once a/nd iee tudvat «4 ya-

iny cm. <9n tAe me^i/ntime uH^Aed AOMA 

and ycA all lAe li<Ade'i, line^ <dtaiyAt. 

m/ode a id^eAcA cf Aom la di/idde lAf land. 

STAe SncinilaA lA ipeiy fine land ecn-

idAtiny. of lam lly a/nd lun^ iynvaAl iftiAleyA. 

9AeAe tmAAeyA a^ 2, OOO a<yieA and €t/ie 

ve^y fine la/nd, lAve AiAl^ aA^ neAy 

yfiod eoceefd lAal lAe floA land iA aAuwyA 

uPddA mtyie, e^t/ieciaAly lAe liy iMiAley iA 

ecceefdionaAly ycod and ««« odAl Aame la 

€V(^MAI lAe fi^dce fai. iA, mayA^ n<d ftyi lAie 

fit4d mentA^^ lul f<yi inM,e fcA- lAe need .50 

ieAlleyiA. &Aey auAA Aa/me lo fvay 

lAi^ laoce^i. Sc. Anom lAe /ax mill Ae ea^yy 

<dnce lAie land AaA Aeen aAAeMyed. ,jUy 

ne<Kl ^cA auAl l^ Ai cAeoA, tmd cttlliv^iAe tAe 

land, Aul miAA in>on Ae neediny AeAfi 

fifim tAie y<iuny memAe^ and <^<ime 

money foi fdousA ItectMi^ il iA lime la 

fdfi/nlAi,clalceA, mAveal, oo^ elc. and <9 

intend to ^dant toAaeeo <dnoe udll y e t 

a ltd of At^eofile udlliny to ai^yiA. >9 exfie^d 

a yood l/eAuAl a/^i in COAA . &Ae meed<i 

tell me tAal SncinllaA iA yood land. >9t i& 

AiyA OA a man and ftadA of my idUlA^ 

and tui€i<i«^ oAe Aanyiny on lAei^e lAoA-

ny m^^di^. &i^e4ylAdny yMMnA yiyanlic 

and it iA iycmetimeA AaAd to find a ce^-

teUn fdaee, eAAi/eciaAly if lAe iifioA iA in tAe 

midfAAe of lAe foAiay^. oAi^o idoAted to 

moA^e oAAanyemenAi fat lAe aAAAv4iA<y. '9 

AidAt and utAUteuMiAAed and ,9 Aaw 'uwm 

fat 50 men and <t<ime mcmen, Itil ftAeaAe 

don't itend /cc many of lAe ammen, idnce 

tAey liA/e iA a littAe mote dtdli^ed lAan 

tAe men, Aul '9 AfiAm toam foA a cau/de 

offamiAieA. 

0tAel€mAe a/m fine and Aave lAe 

y^teateid Ao^teA fyt lAe caAcny. <9 am fuAl 

of e^ociAemenA ftndeayeA At ya la matA. 

S/tiyAd noMi aAtined in Sfan ^ieya and 

teoeined lAe lelleA, Aul muAt mall unHA 

lAtonday to mlAAuAtam lAe money. ,9 udll 

Ae AacA cd SncinitaA an &ueMlay fyt 

e^^eA,. 

^AeeA, to live coAany GlinenAedn. 

^. .9ttaeleA 

The railroad offered the most practical and 
convenient transportation to Southern Califor­
nia. Representatives of the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Railroad company had even promised a 
group discount for the colony. 

Many of the colonists purchased their tickets 
from the colony and the colony purchased the 
tickets from the railroad. In this way, a record 
could be kept of how many and which members 
would be departing with the first group. Addi­
tionally, this enabled the colony to send tickets 
to members who did not reside in Denver. One 
of these non-resident members from Sedalia, 
Ohio wrote; 

'3)ea^ idt: 

HauA, anAamA- ftom tAe -/2tA AaA yii^en 

me yteuA fde4iA€i4e. S'uumA to infoMn you 

tA€iA <^ €i/nd a fdend named €tlo 

SPcAttiAe^ udAt le€Mm mlAA lAe fiiAl ^woAa 

€i/yvd udAl lAeteAy Ite ^olniny lAe ecAany. 

SieAeecAi yott to eonfiim lAe day of ou/t 

deAtadui^ <to m^ oan teacA lAe tialn lAuit 

UHAI laAe tAe nte/mAc^ in ^enve^. &Ae 

money fyi tAe ticA^AA iA incAtided milA 

tluii leUe^. SPendeA i<i ()tto SPcAiuAeAA. 

y/ie^AinyA, 0inmdd ^K^t/tenyieAi^eA 

The remaining days of October passed quick­
ly. At last, all plans and preparations were com­
plete. On the 31st of October, 1884, 67 Oliven­
hain colonists anxiously boarded the train at the 
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Denver depot. After a final wave to their friends, 
their journey had begun. The train crossed the 
Colorado state line near Trinidad, then traveled 
Southwest to Albuquerque, New Mexico. From 
Albuquerque the train turned west, eventually 
arriving at Colton, California. At Colton, the 
colonists would have normally taken the Cali­
fornia Southern railroad directly south to the 
town of Encinitas. However, a major flood in 
mid-February of that year had washed out the 
tracks linking Colton with San Diego and fur­
ther Southerly travel was not possible. Follow­
ing an alternate route, the colonists traveled by 
railroad to Wilmington in Los Angeles. A steam 
ship company, which ported in the nearby San 
Pedro bay, offered passenger service to San 
Diego harbor. A delay, however, would tem­
porarily stop their journey at Wilmington. 
Passenger ships only departed every fifth day 
for San Diego and the next scheduled ship 
would not depart for another two days. 

All the colonists boarded the steamer on its 
next scheduled departure of November the 
seventh. The overnight cruise aboard the 
sidewheeler steamer "Orzoba" could be con­
sidered uneventful, but to the 67 Olivenhain 
colonists this marked the last major portion of 
their journey. Certainly, all were top-side when 
the ship entered San Diego harbor the follow­
ing morning. 

Stroebel and some other German friends 
greeted the new arrivals, and after a short rest 
all traveled to Encinitas by railroad and from 
there walked the remaining five miles to the 
colony land. 

The colonists' journey from Denver had 
taken nine days and ended on November 8, 
1884 on a tract of land called the Rancho Las 
Encinitas. Their arrival was announced in 
several newspapers, including the National Ci­
ty Record. 

The advance party of twenty-five families, 
consisting of 67 members, for the Olivenhain 
colony at Encinitas, arrived by steamer last 
Saturday, and were forwarded at once to 

This trail was once the main thoroughfare linking Encinitas 
with the present day Olivenhain road. On Novembers, 1884, 
the first installment of colonists walked this trail and would 
soon see their promised land. Location: one mile west of El 
Camino Real and Olivenhain Road. 

their destination by a special train. This par­
ty of Germans has with it some naturalized 
citizens and all will probably declare their in­
tentions to become such, and many more are 
soon to follow. A car load of goods for the 
colony has arrived at Colton, which will be 
taken over the California Southern road if 
those in charge can conveniently procure 
transportation around the canyon, if not they 
may go to Wilmington and come by next 
steamer. 

With the exception of two members, the col­
onists were pleased with their new land. They 
called it the "Colony ranch" or "Encinitas 
ranch". (Remember, the name "Olivenhain" 
was the name of the colony and was not 
originally intended to name the land where 
they settled.) 

The vital necessities of food, water and 
shelter were the first items of concern. Shelter 
was extremely inadequate, since there were on­
ly three buildings on the Rancho Las Encinitas. 
These small adobe buildings (called the ranch 
houses by the colonists) were located on the 
northeast corner of the Rancho and were 
originally constructed by Andreas Ybarra for 
himself and his family, but would now house 
over sixty-seven men, women and children. 
Water was limited but easily accessible, due to 
the natural springs one half mile north of the 
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The adobe ranch houses (top right) provided temporary shelter Jor the 67 Olivenhani colonists. This photograph, taken in 1932, 
also shows other wood buildings which were constructed after 1900. Location: one-half mile east of Rancho Santa Fe Road and 
Olivenhain Road. 

adobe ranch houses. Conrad Stroebel had pur­
chased enough food to sustain the colony for the 
first few days. Additional food would be pur­
chased from Counselor A. Wentcher in San 
Diego or from a local store in the town of En­
cinitas. A large number of chickens were pur­
chased as well as several pigs. Milk cows were 
scarce and condensed milk was substituted until 
the desired cows could be purchased. Wild 
game such as rabbits and quail were added to 
the menu whenever possible. 

The food was distributed equally to each 
family or single member everyday. To provide 
everyone with an equal portion of food was not 
an easy job. After various complaints from 
dissatisfied members, a number of rules were 
quickly adopted. One rule concerning egg 
distribution, as found in the minutes of a colony 
meeting, states "as soon as there are three eggs 

laid, they have to be distributed as they arrive". 

This task naturally required a committee; in 
this case a committee of one, Mr. August Pape, 
was elected the official "chicken inspector" for 
the colony. 

With living essentials temporarily secured, 
the colonists began work on their ranch land. 
Hundreds of acres of brush covered soil would 
soon be cleared and plowed. Construction of 
homes, roads and the colony owned farm would 
soon begin. 

To insure an adequate labor force, each 
member was obligated to work thirty days for 
the colony or pay a $60 waver. Working under 
the supervision of appointed foreman, the col­
onists performed various tasks such as clearing 
brush, plowing, planting trees, and building 
houses. All major projects were accomplished 
by a community effort and not on an individual 
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basis, therefore the overall planning and desired 
achievements of the colony could be closely con­
trolled. 

The colonists were paid for their thirty days 
labor, which started at $1.50 per day and was 
later increased to $1.75 per day for a good 
worker and $2.00 per day for an excellent 
worker. I f women and children wished to work 
(they were not obligated) women would receive 
10<t per hour and a child 5<t per hour. The 
money earned was not physically given to the 
colonists, instead the amount was deducted 
from the debt which the particular colonists still 
owed to the colony. After completing the man­
datory 30 days of work, the colonists could con­
tinue working for the colony, if they so chose. 

In the first thirty days, the colonists ac­
complished many things. The San Diego Union 
printed a very descriptive article on December 
6, 1884, entitled "Preparing for 600 settlers — 
what the advance guard has accomphshed". 

The entire colony consists of over 200 
families and some six or seven hundred per­
sons, only 65 of whom are now here having 
arrived by the steamer of the 8th and at once 
proceeded by special train to the property of 
the colony. The old ranch houses had to be 
put in condition for habitation, some of them 
not having been used for ten or fifteen years. 
The lumber for half a dozen houses will be 
sent out by cars the early part of this week, 
and these will be built on the tracts selected 
by the individual members of the colony. 
Some 600 acres have been burned off ready 
for the plows and the mesa soil is now being 
turned up to the sun for the first time since 
Adam was a boy and such plowing and such 
soil is worth going a long way to see. 
From near the southwest corner of the ranch, 
Mr. Stroebel has laid out a beautiful road in a 
northeasterly direction and at right angles 
from this main thoroughfare other roads 
reaching the subdivisions are laid out, so that 
every tract will be accessible by a good road. 
On both sides of the main road, land for nur­
sery and garden purposes is already plowed 
and fences are being erected to enclose them 
and although the soil was never before plow­
ed, nor has there been rain for seven months, 
yet the soil now contains moisture sufficient 

Work records were maintained on each colonist to verify the 
days worked and money credited their account. 

for planting and on the mesa too. The valley 
lands are much more difficult to clear and get 
ready for the plow as the green grass and 
weeds are so high and thick that a team of 
horses cannot haul an empty wagon through 
them and the whole land must be grubbed 
with mattocks, which is being done by about a 
dozen men. This land will not be used till late 
in the season, after all of the dry lands have 
been put in order and under cultivation, at 
which time hundreds of acres of corn, which 
can reasonably be expected to yield about 100 
bushels per acre, can be planted. 
The adaptability of the mesa soil of the En­
cinitas ranch for the growth of tobacco is to be 
fully tested this season, with seed imported 
direct from Cuba and from the Southern 
States and so far, as comparisons with tobacco 
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soil is concerned, there can be hardly a ques­
tion of the success of the experiment. 
In the center of the tract which the colonists 
are clearing, they have built a blacksmith 
shop and have their own smith at work, 
sharpening ploughshares, grub hoes, shoeing 
horses, etc. and at this point will soon 
establish their own store and build their 
school house. 
The entire colony seem as contented and hap­
py as possible and San Diego county may be 
congratulated in acquiring such valuable cit­
izens. It is expected that about 100 will be ad­
ded to the colony in a few days or as soon as 
houses for their accommodation can be built. 
There are some half a dozen good carpenters 
besides a number of handy men. 

The increased demand for a reliable food sup­
ply caused the colonists to establish a colony 
store. Large quantities of food were ordered in­
cluding 2,500 lbs. of flour, 3,000 lbs. of 
potatoes, 200 lbs. of salt, a barrel of vinegar and 
similar quantities of 50 other items. The store 
was located at the adobe ranch houses and began 
operation in mid December 1884. It was man­
aged by an appointed colonist (the first was Mr. 
Theodore Nollenberger) and was open all day 
on Wednesdays and Sundays. 

An extensive survey of the rancho was started 
by Conrad Stroebel and a few other colonists. 
The surveying equipment consisted of a com­
pass, a geodetic measuring chain and a number 
of redwood stakes. The actual surveying re­
quired three to five men, one to hold the 
geodetic chain at a known starting point, a se­
cond pulled the other end of chain until tight, 
and a third man, using the compass, guided the 
man pulling the chain. The remaining men 
freed the geodetic chain when it tangled on 
weeds or brush. After the desired number of 
chain lengths had been measured, a redwood 
stake was driven into the ground, thus 
establishing the location of a parcel of property, 
street, or a reference point. This method was 
used to establish all streets and subdivide the 
colony Olivenhain land. 

The first area to be surveyed and subdivided 
was the San Elijo valley (which is the present 

Ledger from the colony store that opened in mid December 
1884 and was located at the adobe ranch houses. 

location of Olivenhain). This valley was favored 
by the colonists due to its many natural re­
sources. Being approximately two miles long by 
one mile wide and contained by a natural sand­
stone ridge on the west, a series of sloping hills 
on the north and the Rancho Las Encinitas 
boundary line on the east and south, the valley 
could easily accommodate 100 farms. The soil 
was exceptionally rich judging by the foliage it 
supported. The San Diego Union verified this 
fact when it wrote "the green grass and weeds 
are so high and thick that a team of horses can­
not haul an empty wagon through them". Also 
the prospect of water appeared favorable. The 
San Elijo creek that paralleled the east side of 
the valley assured the colonists that water could 
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This subdivision map was drawn by the colonists in January of 1885 and is the earliest known map of Olivenhain. 
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M,fa <f(le t/ie day of 

in the yea?- of our Lo?-d one l/iou.saud ei</ht Itutidred afid eit/hty 

^etWfCU tMe COLONY OLIVJJMIAIX, Coiinfy of S'a;.' '/Jier/o, Stafe of California, an in­

corporated Company under the laws of t/tix State, party of the flrst part 

the part of ttte second part, 

'lii*itnCS!5Cth, 2hat the said part of the flrst part, for and in consideration of the sum of 

'Dollars, 

of the United States of America, of n>hich 

in hand paal by the said part 

oJ the secojid part, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, ha remised, released and for-

crer quit-clai?ned, and by these presents do remise, release and forever /juit-claini, unto the 

said part of the second part, and to heirs and assa/ns, all of the hereinafter 

described real estate situate in the County of San '/Jtet/o, State of Calif Of nia, and more particu­

larly described as follows: 

together ji-ith all and si?i</ular the tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances there­

unto belonyinff, or in anywise appertainin//, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and 

remainders, rents, issues, possessions and proflts thereof. 

®o ^ave and to giold all and singular the said premises, together with the appurte­

nances, unto the said part of the second part, and to heirs a?id assie/ns forever. 

%¥itnC^S' 5 l¥hf t fOf , the said party 0/ the flrst part, through its authorized officers, 

has hereunto set hand and seal the day and year flrst above written. 

;4fBlfrt and Jrlivrrrd in thf ^rceeuct pf 

PRESIDENT. 

I S E A L i 
COLONY REOORDEfi. V 

Quit-claim deeds were given to each property owner within the colony^ thus confirming legal title to their land. Notice that this 
original document was not registered with the county of San Diego and the only supporting signatures were the president and the 
''colony recorder''. 
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be found in reasonably shallow wells. With all 
its resources and potential, this valley was in­
deed the best land on the Rancho Las Encinitas. 

The San Elijo valley was subdivided into five 
acre parcels, most of which measured 300 feet 
wide by 720 feet long. Each of these parcels 
were bordered by road easements which inter­
connected the entire valley. Additionally, a 
large number of city lots, measuring 30 feet 
wide by 140 feet long, were subdivided along 
the east side and paralleling the present day 
Rancho Santa Fe Rd. These lots were'for the 
future town site and could be purchased for $25 
to $50 each. 

The large mesa (present location of Village 
Park housing development) had good farming 
soil but presumably lacked adequate water. A 
few parcels of land were subdivided for in­
dividual farm sites; however most of the mesa 
was reserved for the colony farm. 

Approximately 100 acres of the north side of 
the Rancho were reserved for future expansion 
and would not be impoved or subdivided until 
the following year, which explains the absence 
of farms near the springs on the northeast 
corner of the Rancho. 

Before the surveying was complete, the col­
onists were selecting their parcels of land. Each 
five acre parcel was carefully analyzed and 
evaluated for such things as terrain, farming 
potential and prospect of water. In due time, 
each colonist had unofficially picked out their 
desired plot of land. The official land distribu­
tion began in mid January 1885. 

Quit-claim deeds were issued to each property 
owner thus confirming ownership. Additional 
property could be purchased by any member for 
$190 per five acre parcel, however, only a few 
were financially able to do so. 

After a number of parcels had been distri­
buted, housing construction began. Thousands 
of board feet of lumber were ordered from the J . 
Russ Co. in San Diego. The lumber was 
transported by railroad to the town of Encinitas, 
then by wagons to the San Elijo valley. There 
were a number of excellent carpenters within 

the colony, like Bernhard Reseck and William 
Dommes who were appointed as foremen and 
managed a large taskforce of helpers. 

The houses were of two basic sizes, 16' x 24' 
and 14' x 28'. Each house had at least two 
rooms and could be made into three. The basic 
construction was redwood and had a door, sev­
eral windows, a shingle roof and included a 
wood burning stove. 

I f a colonist wanted a larger house, additional 
money would have to be paid to the colony. 

Besides the standard house, there was also the 
economy model, the shanty. This dwelling was 
either 12' x 14' or 14' x 16' and consisted of 
one room, one door and one window. The cost 

These houses were originally constructed in 1885 and are still 
pleasant homes, 90 years later. Additional rooms have been 
added through the years, but the original houses are easily 
recognized by their peaked roofs. The house in the top photo 
was built for Theodore Pinther and latter became the home of 
Laura and Harvey Miller. The house in the lower photo was 
built for Wilhelm Wiro and latter became the home of Mrs. 
Marie Wiro. 
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of a shanty was considerably less than the stan­
dard house and credit allowances were given to 
those colonists that requested them. Shanties 
were also built for colonists who had not paid 
enough money into the colony and thereby were 
not entitled to a house. For these reasons, shan­
ties became quite popular and totaled approx­
imately 80 per cent of all dwellings constructed. 

This shanty was built for Charles Lickert and is the only 
shanty remaining in Olivenhain. The addition of a window 
and galvanized roof are the only changes. Photographed loca­
tion: termination of 11th Street. 

Undoubtedly, the largest and most expensive 
house constructed was the one for Mr. Herman 
Baecht, which cost him $500. Mr. Baecht an­
ticipated using his house as a hotel and had 
already named it the Germania hotel, but for the 
time being it housed his family of 12 quite com­
fortably. 

Undoubtedly, the most majestic house constructed in 1885 
was the one for Herman Baecht. He anticipated using it as a 
hotel and named it the Germania Hotel Originally a steeple 
protruded from the roof, but other than that deletion the house 
is unchanged. 

The colonists proceeded to dig wells, a task 
which they had underestimated. After several 
futile attempts to dig wells by hand, it soon 
became clear that a well boring machine would 
be required. Want ads were placed in two San 
Diego newspapers for a well drilling machine, 
also several letters were written to professional 
well drillers and a group of colonists traveled to 
Los Angeles to locate a machine, but all efforts 
were in vain. No machine or professional assis­
tance could be found. The success of the colony 
hinged on this one key factor, without water, 
failure seemed inevitable. In a moment of 
frustration, Pinther wrote a threatening letter to 
a W.G. Riefenburg Co. in San Diego. This is 
one of the few letters written by Theodore Pin­
ther in the English language and it quickly 
reveals his foreign accent. 

<^ usiytote fudc^ la you aloul ycuA^ Ixydny 

tmUyliliveAy and fiAAedfot youA, fiydceA 

and leamA fyt "loodny" airily luA 

'teoeined na anAmeA yel. 

' 3 ¥ e oan/md OSUMI o/ny l<my€4^ a/nd tiidien 

yc4i neyle^d ciM. colony liAe you do al 

/iteAenA, d d<yn ' I idvom ntucA of IttAineM 

meamA. "^^e intend lo yive y<i€4, a/n o^tde^ 

fat IteeA alii^, l u l « e « oa/nnat da d c if me 

a^te Itetdedllie ttioy lil:^ you da. 

yauAA 'teitfv. Ulveodoie S^inlAet 

Pinther's letter did the trick. The Riefenberg 
Co. agreed to drill the wells and had their 
machinery on the colony land by mid March 
1885. 

The machine's auger screwed into the ground 
as anxious colonists watched and waited. The 
machine was slow and depended on a team of 
horses for its power. Each foot of the way, eager 
eyes searched for wet sand, but it was never 
found. After drilling deep into the ground, the 
first dry well was abandoned and the machine 
was moved to a new location. Again they drilled 
and again there was no water. After several 
weeks of drilling, only a few wells in the San El i ­
jo flood plain basin and a few ravines in the San 
Elijo valley produced water and they were 
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brackish and somewhat alkaline. Drilling was 
discontinued on March the 23rd. The bitter 
truth was now known: the colony's land lacked 
sufficient water. 

The disappointment must have been tremen­
dous, but the colonists were very optimistic and 
were determined to fmd a solution. Various 
ideas were presented including piping water 
from the springs some two miles away. This, 
however, would be very expensive and the 
springs could only produce enough water for 
drinking purposes. A proposal to hire a private 
water company was quickly squelched when 
three colonists commented that Riverside and 
Anaheim had had bad experiences with water 
companies. A third proposal was to dam the San 
Elijo creek and build canals to channel the water 
into the valley. This idea had merit and was 
highly favored by the colonists. The proposed 
dam would be built near the east boundary line 
of the Rancho Las Encinitas, where the flood 
plain is confined by a canyon only two hundred 
feet wide. Millions of gallons of water could be 
trapped here and later released into canals that 
would lead to various parts of the valley. Actual 
construction of the dam would begin in three 
months. Until the water system was complete, 
almost all water used by the colonists would be 
barreled and hauled in wagons. 

Since the overall concept of the colony was to 
provide each member with a self sustaining 
farm of either a fruit orchard or vineyard, the 
selection and planting of trees and cuttings was 
not delayed. 

By mid February, hundreds of fruit trees had 
already been planted, hundreds more were due 
to arrive each week. Literally thousands of trees 
had been ordered, including 1200 apricots, 400 
apples, 500 pears, 350 peaches, 350 plums and 
so on. The sum of all known orders totalled an 
astonishing 5,560 trees. Surprisingly there's no 
record of ordering or receiving any olive trees 
whatsoever. In addition to fruit trees, there were 
also 1,500 blackberry cuttings and 30,000 grape 
cuttings. 

Hundreds of fruit trees were planted in 1885 and were to pro­
vide a financial income for the colonists. These trees are all 
that remain, 90 years later. The hlackwalnut (top) was 
planted for Wilhelm Wiro and the two pear trees (below) were 
planted for Herman Baecht. 

Of the 30,000 grape vines originally planted in Olivenhain, 
this is the only survivor. Photo taken 1974. 

28 



But in reality, the quantity of trees that ar­
rived each week was far less than the colonists 
had anticipated. The availability of such huge 
quantities was very limited and must have 
quickly drained all stock in San Diego county. 
Of those trees that did arrive, many had been 
severely damaged in shipping. It's doubtful that 
more than 25 per cent of all trees ordered ever 
arrived. 

Since orchards and vineyards required two to 
three years for maturity before they could be 
harvested, the colonists relied on other 
resources such as vegetable gardens, grain, 
livestock and poultry. Potatoes were highly 
favored and planted on almost every five acre 
farm. However, these were temporary and 
would be phased out as soon as the orchards and 
vineyards could provide a substantial income. 

The level of activity had by now increased to 
an alltime high. I f it were only possible to 
journey back in time to any March day of 1885, 
one would witness an unforgettable scurry of ac­
tivity. Groups of men would be busy clearing 
and plowing the virgin soil, others employing 
their talents at surveying. The clatter of ham­
mers announcing the construction of new 
homes and the critical task of planting fruit trees 
and vineyards that would become so vital to the 
colonists' future, combined with the hurried 
horse teams that pulled wagons of lumber and 
barreled water. Some of the colonists would be 

Alex Seller opened the first privately owned store in February 
of 1885. This store was originally located a few hundred feet 
southwest of its present location at 211 Rancho Santa Fe Rd. 

already living on their farms, others would be 
just starting their 30 days work and would soon 
select a farm site. All these things were happen­
ing simultaneously, giving the San Elijo valley 
the appearance of a boom town. 

The colony's mail carrier, Mr. Louis Denk, used this buggy to 
deliver letters and packages to the colonists. 

A few community services were also begin­
ning. The first privately owned store was open­
ed in February 1885 by a colonist, Alex Beller. 
This general merchandise store was originally 
located about a hundred yards north of the pres­
ent day Encinitas Boulevard and twenty yards 
east of Rancho Santa Fe Road. The colony store 
was discontinued and its entire inventory sold to 
Mr. Beller, who in turn sold it back to the col­
onists at inflated prices. 

The colony had already petitioned for a post 
office, but until it was granted all mail was 
delivered by the colony's own mail carrier, Mr. 
Louis Denk, who was given the job on February 
16, 1885. The mail arrived at the Encinitas 
Railroad Station and it was Mr. Denk's duty to 
deliver each letter or package to the appropriate 
destination within the colony. 

Due to the increasing number of children 
within the colony, the addition of a school house 
and teacher was being seriously investigated by 
several committees, but the reality of a school 
was delayed for many more months. 

A seemingly unplanned change that would 
eventually name the colony land was beginning 
to mature. To a few people the name Encinitas 
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35ct f\6) in eincr btui^dycn Q^o\onU anficbcln unb ft^ cine Qutc 
§ c i m a t ^ ern)erben mU, ber ]'d)reibe fiir :̂)5co)>eft unb © t a t u t e n an bic ( C o l o n i c 

9 1 i b e n ^ a I n . ©iefelbcn irerben gratis berfanbt unb jebc 5tuSfunft ctt^cilt. 
m a n abreffirc; ^ ® o I o n i e I M i t J e n b a i r t " 

C a l i f o r n i a * 
The continued effort to attract additional members is characterized by this advertisement found in the November 1884 edition of 
the "Neue Pfade" newspaper at Topeka, Kansas. It reads "Whoever wishes to settle in a German colony and acquire for himself, 
a good home should write to the Olivenhain Colony for brochures and articles of association. These will be sent free and any infor­
mation will be given. One should address: Colonic Olivenhain San Diego County, California." Reproduction courtesy of Kansas 
State Historical Society. 

Ranch and Colony Ranch was a bit awkward 
and since this land was now inhabited by the 
Colony Olivenhain, it must have seemed more 
natural to call it by that name. A few letters writ­
ten by the colonists positively name the colony 
land Olivenhain. A superb example is an ex­
cerpt found in a letter written by Conrad 
Stroebel, which reads " . . . to Encinitas Ranch 
(Olivenhain)." Newspapers were also making 
this change. The San Diego Union wrote 
". . .s tatus at Olivenhain w a s . . . " , and a 
somewhat uninformed and sarcastic reporter of 
a Los Angeles newspaper wrote, 

"There is a new place near the line of the 
California Southern Railroad in San Diego 
County called Olivenhain. How it can thrive 
under that odd name is a mystery yet to be 
solved." 

The transition of naming the colony's land 
Olivenhain was very gradual and would not be 
totally accepted for several years. Many col­
onists continued calling it the Encinitas Ranch, 
others simply called it the Colony Ranch, but 
the growing trend was to name it Olivenhain. 

To attract additional members, adver­
tisements were continually placed in news­
papers throughout the United States. Respons­
es from these advertisements arrived daily and 
were acknowledged with a copy of the colony's 
by-laws and prospectus by return mail. Occa­
sionally a hand written letter was required to 
answer the more specific questions about the 

colony and most fortunately the colonists re­
tained copies of these reply letters. The follow­
ing translations are a few selected letters 
originally written by the colonists to prospec­
tive members. 

'&ciM. Aind teller doled d^eAuuiAy 3 

co/me tn uA, ida tAl^. S^itdAe^ wAom d 

aiKzA oddteAiedto. "We aie ifeAy ytadto 

te^i^ tAtd you, OA me4t €iA i^yme of youA 

fuendiy, decided to tnxme AeAe a/nd me aA^ 

cotiAdnced ttuzA yott udtt find d ev^n AeA-

te^ ttvoAt you itnayined ti/nd letteA ttvan 

uiie am deAcdAe d to you. &Ae aAe€i, 

tfiducA oA tiAAte oA fou^ montAA ayo uxiA 

iiA^c4tAtimded, iA nom oowAdeteAy cAumyed. 

<JAA tAoA time tAe^e «e«4« onAy tAiAe^ 

tuMAeA in 0tiipenAcdn and tAiA •numAeA, iA 

oonAtoAtAty inoleoAiny and um aAe addiny 

a AcuAe etpe^ etay. 20 Ao'iAeA aAe oc-

cu/ded daily to Adny tAe lt4/mAe^ to tAe 

AuiAdiny AiAeA. >9n a^ldilioti, 30,000 yAufie 

fdardA AoA^e leew fdatded ncA tnention-

iny lAe AetmAal AuttdiedfuuA tieeA aA 

umlt aA Aeedfot lAe food Au/iAdy fcA lAe 

fieo/de. 

fiAeAe/nt lAeAe aAe oAiAi^ioxitnaAeAy 200 

fveoA*^ ^ &lit!'enAuiin and um exfiecA lAal 

lAdA numAeA udAl douAAe tvllAin lAe nexA 
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veA/y ytxitl a/nd at ft/ieAent um Aaa^e tncAe 

ttva/n $4f, 000 i/n tAe. AatiA:.. 0Ae <f€i€dtty of 

tAe ixdA iii ea^fi^ieAAed Ay- tAe leatttifut 

yyveen oo^mdny tAe tand €ind if um c^m-

iddeA tAcd yctt Awtm to y e t cAo<ie to a fuA-

nace to m€iA/ni you/iAeAf, utAdAe um umyd in 

idvo'd ideeim idddA and ou/i momen and 

cAdAdiem aAe idtUny in fumt of tAe dootA 

i/n <iMnvme^ dveAA and en^oyiny tAe 

t^euuAifid Aiee^ oondny in fuim tAe i^e^i. 

'^oniddedny aAt tAuA, <^ don 't tAdnA ,9 

toAd you too wmcAi aAout out oAett. and um 

can ve^iy umAt undetAtaAtd tAvaA fteoAde 

ufont to flee youA. cAimede. &AeAefote um 

Aofie to Ae aAde to yAeeAyou imAy idi^ydty. 

•^f um can yiim you any mote inf>lma-

tion on tAiA modtel, fteaAe teA uA Anom 

and um udAAyAadAy cAi Ao. >^£ofdny to Aee 

you, Aoon. 

'WiAtremain uUtA t>eAt teyaAdi^. 

0AeodoA^ jVoAAenAeAy^ Aec. 

^AU. &iudo^ ^ioAt 

SPt. SEOIMA, ,MO. 9'eAuiaAy20, -/SSS 

'SAeaA. <di: 

^ e ieceiited youA- teAte^ fom. tAe fi^id 

of tAiA montA and, ttA i^^jftieAted, Aend 

you attacAied Ae^teto anoAAe^ cofty of ouA 

Ay-taufA and um umuAd tmt/y mueAi tiA>e to 

Ae« you aA umAt oA youA fdendA tieconte 

memAieAA of o«4 ooAony. 

OuA- coAony iA fiA^iyAeAidny imAy foAt and 

d AaA c<iAne to a fudnt of fiAoAfvelKy. 

dAe ayAeentent made mAen me AoayAd 

tAi^ Amd umiA tAat um umttiAdfiay if o 0 

c/tpe^ Aix yeaAA and um feeA nam tAat um 

can eoAiAy meeA tAieAe te^^ui^ementA. ^ e 

atieady Aane a/iAiAoA:im€deAy 30 AouAeA 

tioitt and um add nem AotiAe^ at a laAe of 

one a day. dVem mentAetA aAdim dcdAy 

and aA ftAeAenA um aAe odteady 200fveofde 

in tAie eoAony. UAe cAimate iA aAAotuteAy 

SeautifuA aA^d tAie^ aAe no tliAe€i,AeA oA. 

AicAneAAeA in tAiA aAea. 24iite on tAe con-

tloAy tAiA cAimate AaA a AeaAiny affecA. 

&Ae^ aAe ummde^ifuA coAd aA umAt aA 

maA/m mineMiA AfiAinyA on tAve ftAofte'dy of 

tAe coAcny and um oAAuAne tAioA tAey udtt 

AoAm a/n u/ndetetmined t^emendouA vaAue 

in tAe futuAe fyi, uA. 

t^ieyaAdiny tAe yeneuiA umdeA Au/ifdy, 

tAieA^ udAt t^ a oonfetence udAA exfieAtA in 

tAdA fieAd in tAe imAy neoA fuAuAe and um-

uUtA come to a concAuAion tAen, AomeAmA, 

um do AoAfe enouyAi umiAe^ foA. ouA fdant-

inyA and OUA tife AuAi/to^. &Ae c^dony 

AouAeA aAe / 6 " x 24' o^ -ii' x 28', tAiey 

aAe SidAt of um>od, tAey c<inAain tupo 

loomA, tmt if neceAAoAy oouAd Ae made 

into tAtee ^^tcmA. ^pAny nvemA^ usdio 

u!l^zA^tA moAe tAtan film oicAeA of tand can 

6uy ad€AiAionaA tand. 

fveA, fvoAaytafdi #-/5 of tAi^ t>y-tamA, 

eacA memAeA UPAO AaA fiaid AiA eAtAiy fee 

of $25 iA oAAiyated to fiay ancdAieA $200 

at tuA aAAiwaA. SBy um^ddny fot tAve coA-

ony any memAe^ can moAe enouyA 

money to AitAifvod AimAeAf aAid AiA foAni-

ty. 

iPaAayMi/diA 29 V 30 of tAe Ay-ta€ifA 

AoAm 6^.e/n twided. &Ae montAdy due^ to 

tAve cotony leyin tAAee ntonAAA afteA aA-

dt^aA at tAe ootony and aAnounA to $i/0 

fieA mcnAA. &AeA€. $-/0 can eaAiAy le 

eoAnedudtAin tAve coAony. Sfee 

AvaAayAaAiA 26. 

isAAA nem coAcnAdA mMAt ^ admAed to 

only Aviny tAe neceAAaAy tAinyA 

udtA tAem, undeA no cAvcumAtanceA 

^AouAdfuAnltuAe Ae tA<iuyAd to tAe coA­

ony, Aince fmniAuAe fveiyAd cAvaAyeA aAe 

mo've eA:A^,enAiim tAan nem fuAniAuAe in 

tAviA aAe^. 

'^o€iA- <ji4€eAtionA 'veyaAdiny tAve inconve 

fcA tAve taAt SuAtneAA yeoA tvnd tAve 

cAinvaAe can/not Ae anAumAed Aince um 

fi^At Aettted Ae^ jVo-imnvt^ 8, -^884 and 

att umyvA Aince tAven AaA fvtoy^^eAAed at a 

veAy foAt 'vote. 

^9i^tven you aAAinc AeAe you can Aee udtA 

yoWl omn eyeA udvat iA Aa^i^veniny and 
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me Acfie. tAoA you^ oAlinfU mill ncd Ae in 

l<i<i cliilant a- fulu/ie.. 

'^ill le lotiAlny foAmoAcl lo meeliny 

yctt fieiAona/ly imiy AfiMt. 

jVolleAiAeiyet &ec. 

Q)eAu)lt ,yl/iAil4, 4885 

^ e luMm ^c«* letter of tAtoAcA 2I/AA 

and anAamt youA, yu^AHonA in lAm foAlc€4>^-

iny. 

&lie Aoll ifalieA a y^veaA deeiA, de/tendiny 

ott iAi locaAion. '^otildle liyAd, Aea^fy ot 

even aA AeoAty aA evdoAe. ^Ae veyelaAioAi 

iA ufoodii OA undeAAAuAA, ayain de/tendiny 

on looaHon. 

Sitdldiny mate'dal oul Aete iA fdne ot 

'ledumcd. ddl a COAC of $-46 <fc $32 fve^ 

000feel. 

'^iAAdn, Hie eoAony lAeA^ aAe only Het-

man Aieo^de addle lAie AuAtoandiny aAeaA 

aAe ftoAiuAaAed Ay yAmeAicoAtA, SAfvemlAA 

and .ytieocican fveofde. 

^^Canllny iA yood, HieAe aAe laAAltA, 

deeA and all AollA of lAidi. &lie4-e ate 

<i<inve AnaAc-eA AeAe, ntoA^^MiloeA OAtdfleaA 

fiAe comAdeAeAy onAcnoopn AeAe. 

tj^ ndAA com COAI lelatee-n $60 and $70. 

IPA lancAeA oA dealeA in cfdAle co€ild nvaAe 

yood money AeAe. tAAeat aA oaeAl aA caA-

He, iA exfienAive, Aeef fot inidance COAI 45 

cenlA /vet /tound. 

Uo often ufi a teAtauAanl ly/te AuAineAA 

iA fvt^AntduAe, Aome'VeA, a yAoeeAy AtcAe 

apot4Ad le yood IttAineAA, e!>AveclaAAy <dnce 

HieAe iA onAy one in 0livenAtdn otnd am 

needcomAieliAion neAy Aadly. 

'A)iAy IOIA aAe 30' x 450' and lAey 'te 

ftAiced leAtmen $25 and $50. S-tteAy col­

onial ran Auy aA many AdA aA Ae m^iAtlA. 

rjA cAucA^n foAm tifouAd le a nety yood 

AuAineAA aA eyyA aAe veAy exftenAiife. 9Ae 

eate of cAicA>enA Aomi^AfeA taA>eA a Ad of 

Hme and nMney. 

'SoimAnmenl land iA fdenAiful and can 

le oAtainedfot $4.50 fteA a4yte. ,9l c€in 

alio Ae Aonteideaded/UAI fyt ftayiny lAie 

tecotdiny feeA. 

"^e udAlfotumiAdyouA yteeAinyA lo ,JI{A. 

SBCIAA. 

^Ae cAimale AeAe iA aAAoAuAeAy 

AeauAifuA. &lie dayA ate moiAnt €i/nd live 

niyldA coAd and evety day AtinyA a nice 

fteAA Atee^ ftom lAe umAl mdticAt maA^ 

lAte AeoA mo^ AeaAtdAe. 

AiAeAenAly tiAe idiAl in live tainy 

AeaAon, foA inAlance am Aad tain today 

fot one AouA. 

'^iAoetmA^ iA inleteAled in foininy lAie 

coAony AAouAd do Ao aA lAoon aA /loAAiAte aA 

tAe enAty feeA mill le taiAed Ay $450 imty 

idiotAly. 

SBatt^^ Aec. 

9^inlAeA ft^eA. 

The influx of new arrivals averaged 45 people 
per month. By January 1885 the population on 
the colony land had reached 140 people. Many 
of these arrivals included women and children. 
Some families were quite large, for instance, 
three members and their families totaled 18 
people. 

To insure a safe journey, the people usually 
traveled in groups of two to four families each. 
A few members and families did travel in­
dependently, which for some proved to be a 
mistake. The misfortune of one family is record­
ed in the Colton "Semi-Tropic" newspaper. 

Last Saturday a German family, consisting of 
father, mother and six children, arrived in 
Colton from St. Louis bound for new Ger­
man colony in San Diego. They expected to 
reach their destination via the California 
Southern railroad, but very disappointed in 
finding that passenger trains were not run­
ning over the road yet. As the family were 
very short of funds their means soon gave out. 

Depending on when they arrived, the col­
onists followed one of two basic routes to 
Southern California. Prior to January 1885, the 
colonists traveled to Wilmington, California via 
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the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad from 
the east, then south by seagoing steamer to San 
Diego harbor and finally to the town of En­
cinitas by the California Southern Railroad. 
After completing repairs to the flood damaged 
tracks in Temecula Canyon, the California 
Southern Railroad resumed total service on the 
first of January 1885. This allowed the colonists 
to switch trains at Colton, California and pro­
ceed directly to the town of Encinitas. New ar­
rivals were usually greeted at the Encinitas 
railroad station and guided to the colony. 

The many unscheduled arrivals of small 
groups and individual colonist increased the 
colony's population each week and by February 
17, 1885 there were 204 men, women and chil­
dren on the colony land. 

The usual arrivals of small groups continued 
through most of March, then in an excited man­
ner Theodore Pinther wrote this letter to the 
San Diego Sun newspaper. 

fuym fiUA ooA<yny Ax you^ ip^iAtMiAAe fvafveA. 

'^eiilettAay, ,Ji<itcA 30tA aAAtvedficm 

'^Aicyo ofttA 0*utAtn€vnti, '^lA/nfAi 45 

foATuAieA incAtttAny ntate tAa/n fifty 

AeoflA. &AiA AaA leen tAve toAyeAt ciAtivoiA 

iUrvce tAe fiiAtfioAAy ooATve ftom QJenveA-

ocmAaittiny 67 tieatAi tmflet tAve tea<l of 

>MA. S)onvnveA. ^ACeMA. ^tiAiiiA '^'vueAvn 

fiom &*€iAttn<vivn OAttA ^led dCoeAvtt fvotn 

''SAicayo tnouAe afi tAe yeAteuAay tciAye 

fvoAAy OAvtA tAeAi #»««e coAcniAtA aAe fvteaAed 

odAA tAe tovntA of tAve ccAcny ovttd tAett 

fvUi<y/ieeAi. ,yt(eAAiA. S*inAAeA, fweiiioteAvt, 

'^tn. ^ a v t ^ <ie<yieAaAy, JV. ^tamt 

fatemevn, and SPouiA ^oiA and 3)otn-

meA tiad a vety AuAy tlay to leceive tAve 

nem oonveAA and maAce aAtanyementA fot 

nem tvomeA foA tAveAe nem cotottiAd. tAlt. 

'%eAAeA teft on, AoAAeAfovcA tAe next nvotn-

iny at tAiAee o 'cAocA fot SPan 'Sbieyo to 

Auy toMi cloven 6AoimA and Aonve oAAeA 

Au/i/vtieA fot tAiA iUoAe. tAAtA. S^taAvA 

MimAaAt coAne domn flow 'Cotton to SPan 

Q)ieyo on tAie Aame ttain uUtAv tAve ooA-

oniAtA. 

The colony's population continued to in­
crease for several more months and at its peak 
would reach from 280 to 310 people. 

The colony's rapid population growth and 
seemingly overnight accomplishments were 
generating interest in San Diego and National 
City. Newspaper articles and hearsay tales 
about this new German settlement stirred im­
aginations and created additional questions. To 
formally introduce the colony to these many 
curious observers, Mr. A. Wentcher, then the 
German counselor in San Diego, organized a 
grand excursion to the "Olivenhain Colony". 
The excursion departed on the morning of 
March 22, 1885. Among the many participants 
was a newspaper reporter from the National 
City Record, who later wrote this long but in­
teresting article. 

As per advertisement, the excursion train 
left National City on Sunday last at 7 o'clock, 
A.M. and arrived at San Diego in about 30 
minutes, where it remained an hour or so 
waiting for the tardy denizens of the sleepy 
metropolis to get on board. After enjoying the 
landscape scenery and ocean views for an 
hour or more we arrived at Encinitas, at 
which point were numerous vehicles in 
waiting to carry the excursionists to the 
Olivenhain colony settlement. The teams 
were nearly all trimmed with national 
emblems and the conveyances decorated with 
evergreens, so that the procession under way 
resembled a grand pageant destined for Ely-
sian fields — as indeed, the destination 
proved. The distance to the colony was about 
five miles over hills and dales, the roadside 
blooming with variegated flowers, designating 
it as a land flowing with honey, etc. On arriv­
ing at the first of the settlement at the colony 
we found a beautiful archway embroidered 
with evergreen and flowers, over which, in 
plain, bold lettering, was the significant word 
"Welcome". As each load of excursionists 
passed through the archway a volley of mus­
ketry was fired as a salute by a company of the 
colonists and hand-grenades or improvised 
bombs continuously exploded, caused the hills 
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to echo the rejoicing of the new German set­
tlers at the reception of their guests. A short 
distance further on was another archway also 
exquisitely decorated, over which were the 
following expressive words "San Diego the 
harbor and metropolis of the future Oliven­
hain our home". 

After allowing the horses a breathing spell, 
the procession again proceeded to the head of 
the canyon where, under the heavy branches 
of mammoth native cottonwood trees, were 
arranged seats and staging — here all hands 
partook of lunch — the indefatigable Isidor 
Louis was there with ice cream, which deli­
cacy he dished out with lavish hand to the 
recuperating excursionists. The brass band, 
with its leader Calmbach, entertained the pic-
nicers with choice selections of music-seated 
here, in the shade of trees which voluntarily 
sprang from the seeds ages ago, surrounded 
on every hand by rich verdure and beautiful 
flowers, listening to music as it emanated 
from skilled artists, was truly enchanting — 
an experience never to be forgotten. Over the 
staging built for the band was the following, a 
motto that tells its own story for the colony 
"Einigkeit macht stark", which, interpreted, 
means — "In union there is strength". The 
German portion of the excursionists seemed 
to derive the true essence of enjoyment by fre­
quently partaking of "bumpers" of beer, but 
we must say that not a drunken or disorderly 
person was noticed by the writer. This beer, 
we understand, was a treat by the colonists, 
and right royally did they treat — for keg 
followed keg, and many were the toasts given 
in honor of the occasion. An excursion com­
posed principally of Germans to a German 
colony, without beer, would be like a wed­
ding without the bride. There were parties 
along who never understood a word of Ger­
man, who, after imbibing a few glasses of the 
foaming beer, rolled off long, jaw-breaking 
German words with the ease and grace of a 
genuine emigrant from the fatherland. (The 
last sentence may seem to the casual reader as 
somewhat exaggerated, but then in all candor, 
we have aimed to avoid exaggeration in the 
main particulars of this article). 

After numerous toasts and lots of music 
the audience was quieted down and ad­
dressed by Mr. A. Wentscher — the 
originator of the excursion. In a few well 

G R A N D 

EXCURSION 
TO T H E — 

OLIVENHAIN COLONY 

Sunday , M a r c h 22d. 

A S p e c i a l T r a i n 

Will leave D street depot, San 
Diego, at 7:30 A. M., and re­
turn at 6 P. M.; and will leave 
National City depot at 7 A. M. 

t j cg^ ROUND T R I P T I C K E T S 

TO ENCINITAS STATION, $2.00. 

—Pioneer Band—Calmbach, 
leader, will accompany the 
Excursion. 

TEAMS 

Will be in readiness at the 
Station to convey the Excur­
sionists to and from Oliven­
hain for 25 cents each. 

T I C K E T S 

Can be procured at the Horton 
House, and at 

A. W E N T C H E R ' S . 
no23.lt 

Announcement of the up-coming Olivenhain excursion from 
the March 1885 edition of the National City Record news­
paper. 
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selected words Mr. Wentscher thanked the 
colonists for their kind reception of the excur­
sionists and prophesied for them a brilliantly 
prosperous future. 

Further facts and impressions: The offi­
cers and leading members of the colony 
received the excursionists on their arrival at 
the first archway and continually mingled 
with their visiting friends, giving informa­
tion as to the present and future plans of the 
colony. Their great concern at the present is 
— how to secure the benefit of all the water 
on the ranch — there is a stream and 
numerous living springs — but in the course 
of a year without care and considerable ex­
pense, a great deal of water will go to waste. 
The most feasible plan yet proposed is to 
build a dam in the canyon, this dam to act as 
a reservoir. To secure and retain all the water 
of the stream — especially during dry spells. 
From this dam the water can be conducted 
by ditches around the side hills to almost any 
place on the ranch. A sufficient elevation for 
such a dam or reservoir can be obtained for 
this purpose, and by co-operative it seems to 
us that such a system could be inaugurated 
without great expense, this same plan is 
followed in Colorado with never failing suc­
cess and if inaugurated here the colonists can 
raise small grain in abundance, while at the 
same time irrigating their young vineyards 
and fruit orchards — which in an incredible 
short time also produce fruit. An artesian 
well is also being sunk on high ground — a 
depth of nearly two hundred feet having 
already been attained — if this experiment 
after artesian water fails, the former plan can­
not fail — so, as far as water is concerned, the 
Olivenhain colony is alright — the only 
drawback to the country surmounted at the 
start. The writer was agreeably surprised — 
at the excellence of the soil, the beauty of the 
track of land on which the colonists have 
located — and at the immense amount of im­
provement made in so short a space of time 

— most especially so, as within a few short 
months the writer was told by a San Diego 
real estate dealer that the Encinitas Ranch 
was not worth fifty cents an acre — this was 
about the time that our two well known 
citizens, Messrs. Frank A. and Warren C. 
Kimball, were negotiating for the sale of the 
said Encinitas Ranch to this same colony of 

Germans. We never saw a finer track of land, 
and we doubt if there is a better tract for all 
purposes in Southern California. The En­
cinitas Ranch contained 4,437 acres and was 
sold by the Kimballs, we learn, for $15 an 
acre — in the transfer the Kimballs may have 
done well, but the colonists certainly have 
done better. On the 8th of last November the 
first improvements were made on this ranch 
by the Olivenhain Colony, and as remarkable 
as it may seem they have already erected 
about forty residences, plowed up hundreds 
of acres of land, sunk wells, set out vineyards 
and fruit orchards, etc. A good store has 
already been erected, of which Mr. Alex 
Beller is the proprietor. He keeps general 
merchandise and sells good goods on a small 
margin. He believes in quick sales and small 
profits, and being both energetic and honest 
cannot fail to become a merchant prince. His 
store is a good size and is well stocked, and as 
the colony increases in numbers he will also 
increase in stock. Among those having the 
best residences are Herman Baecht, Conrad 
Stroebel, exsecretary of the colony, Theo­
dore Pinther, Paul Flassig, Gustav Bach-
stein, Wm. Dommes and B. Reseck. At pres­
ent many of the colonists built first a kitchen, 
in which they temporarily live during the 
erection of the main dwelling which is, of 
course, attached to the first structure. In a 
few years it will be safe to predict, that pass­
ing over the Olivenhain settlement, you will 
see on every side fine residences, big red 
barns, flower gardens, fat cattle, sleek horses, 
etc., etc., — at least, that is what we find in 
every German settlement where proper time 
has elapsed for such things to be brought 
about. There is nothing in the world to keep 
back this colony — they have efficient and 
enterprising officers whose foresight and 
business experience is sure to bring success 
to every member thereof 

The president, Mr. Pinther, the writer has 
known for years as a newspaper man, author, 
orator and merchant, and can say that no 
more thorough-going, capable and honest 
leader could be selected for any colony, and 
with such a leader the Olivenhain will make a 
mark in the near future among the promi­
nent colonies of the continent. The treasurer, 
Mr. Flassig, is also an efficient man, one who 
is affable in his ways, and by his gentlemanly 
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deportment will make friends wherever he 
may have dealings. Mr. Herman Baecht, one 
of the trustees, is also known to us as a genial 
gentleman of large business experience. The 
same may be said undoubtedly of all the of­
ficers, but we only speak at this writing of 
those with whom we are most intimately ac­
quainted, as our allotment of space will 
allow. 

The excursion party numbered something 
less than one hundred, and was a complete 
success, unless perhaps in a financial way to 
Consul Wentscher. 

For many points of information we are in­
debted to Mr. L . York, a member of the col­
ony — the artist who so dexterously painted 
the lettering over the archways. He also in­
formed us that acquisitions to the colony 
were constantly arriving and that before 
many weeks there will be several hundred 
families in the colony. 

The German consul's flag floated from the 
dome of Mr. Herman Baecht's residence, 
which is perhaps the most prominent 
building in the colony — located on a high 
knoll, commanding a good view of the sur­
rounding country. 

In a short time the building of an academy, 
church and other public buildings will follow 
and we learn that the erection of a grist mill 
and brewery is also contemplated. 

The Olivenhain colony is located about 
thirty six miles north of San Diego and about 
five miles east of Encinitas station, on the 
California Southern railroad, hence easy of 
access to commercial points. Here the 
climate is excellent — where frosts are never 
known and where flowers perpetually bloom. 
The location and soil is peculiarly adapted 
for vineyards and fruit orchards — being five 
miles back from the ocean, where the breezes 
become tempered. Here the Germans will 
produce raisins by the ton, wine by the tierce 
and fruit by the car load. We would also 
think that the site is an excellent one for in­
valids. 

We consider that the purchase and settle­
ment of the Encinitas ranch by the Oliven­
hain colony one of the most important 
movements for the benefit of San Diego 
county made for many years past — one that 
will figure prominently in the history of our 
county. 

There is one other prominent point the 
colonists have under advisement — that is, 
the building of a railroad to intersect with the 
California Southern near Encinitas station — 
the distance is only about five miles, an easy, 
almost natural grade and could be con­
structed at a comparatively trifling expense. 
When the colony is increased by several hun­
dred more families, we have no question of 
the feasibility and practicability of the plan 
— this road would undoubtedly prove a prof­
itable feeder for the California Southern road 
— most especially so if pushed on into other 
growing settlements. 

About 6 P.M. the train left for home, all 
the excursionists feeling well repaid for the 
trip, and all expressing themselves as anxious 
to return again on another excursion at an 
early date. I f Mr. Wentscher should get up 
another excursion we predict that it will be 
difficult for the California Southern com­
pany to furnish sufficient cars. Our descrip­
tion of this excursion has been necessarily 
brief, but we shall have more to say from 
time to time about the good time we enjoyed 
and what we learned, in future issues of the 
Record and will now close with our benedic­
tion — "long live the Olivenhain Colony, 
and may its members live long and prosper." 

The excursion was a total success indeed. 
The colonists gleamed with signs of prosperity 
as they eagerly displayed their many accom­
plishments and revealed their future goals. Un-
disputably the colony had achieved total suc­
cess, both as an organization and a settlement. 

The timing of the excursion couldn't have 
been planned more perfectly, for the colony 
had nearly reached its peak. No one could im­
agine the terrible catastrophe that would soon 
destroy the very soul of the colony. 

To the average observer, the colony's swift 
progress and rapid growth were unmistakable 
signs of success. Credit for this achievement 
was usually given to the founder and president 
of the colony, Theodore Pinther, who had 
united hundreds of German emigrants and 
forged a thriving settlement from a once 
desolate and uninhabited land. During the first 
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four months on the colony land, his unques­
tioned loyalty and dedication to the colony was 
asssumed by most people, especially by his 
fellow members. "We realize," wrote a fellow 
colonist, "the service Mr. Pinther has rendered 
to the colony. He has our complete trust and 
we are bound in gratitude". There was no 
tangible reason to question his honesty for 
many months. Then an increasing number of 
discoveries cast a cloud of suspicion on his 
assumed integrity and honest intentions. 

The origin of the trouble can be traced back 
to September of 1884, when Theodore Pinther 
and Conrad Stroebel were sent to Southern 
California to purchase the colony land. They 
had been instructed to investigate all land 
available, based on a careful examination of 
both resources and cost. Upon selecting a 
parcel, they were supposed to obtain the con­
sent of the remaining colonists before enacting 
any legal contract. The colonists were therefore 
surprised when they learned that Pinther and 
Stroebel had purchased the Rancho Las En­
cinitas without acquiring permission. At the 
time it was considered an insignificant over­
sight, but later when the colonists discovered 
the Rancho lacked sufficient water, this 
unauthorized decision quickly resurfaced. 

Additional friction was created when Pinther 
neglected to perform his mandatory thirty days 
physical labor for the colony, claiming that his 
duties as president required all his time. Some 
colonists questioned that fact since his mail cor­
respondence had been badly neglected. The 
colony's branch office in Chicago wrote many 
letters that were never answered. Much of Pin­
ther's correspondence had to be acknowledged 
by other colonists. Some members resented 
Pinther's behavior and personal conflicts soon 
arose. Recorded in the minutes of one colony 
meeting is "Mr. Braun reported that he re­
signed his post as economy manager since he 
could not work with President Pinther. Pin­
ther's advice was always interfering". A 
mysterious feeling of mistrust was beginning 
to generate within the colony. No one could 

pinpoint the reason, but suspected Pinther of 
some wrong doing. The feeling was shared by 
the members back east and many were reluctant 
to join the colony in California. 

The colonists were further aroused when 
they were told by adjoining neighbors that the 
price they were paying for the land was ex­
tremely high. They were informed that $15 per 
acre was an outlandish price for unimproved 
land and the Rancho Las Encinitas was worth 
only a fraction of that. Subsequent inquiries ex­
posed other detrimental facts, including a 
rumor that Pinther and Stroebel were receiving 
a commission from the Kimball brothers. 
These and other rumors magnified the original 
suspicions and a heated investigation was un­
derway. Pinther was questioned several times 
but denied any wrong doing. Unsatisfied with 
his assuring words, the colonists demanded a 
German translation of the sales contract be­
tween the Kimball brothers and the colony. Un­
fortunately, none of the colonists were able to 
read the original contract since it was written in 
the English language and had previously relied 
on Pinther's good faith to explain its contents. 

Before the translated sales contract was 
received, another discovery was made. Record­
ed in the minutes of April 6, 1885 is found 
"During the debate Mr. Baecht reported that 
the president left the colony without permis­
sion from the board. Mr. Pinther reported that 
he talked to the Kimball brothers regarding the 
time extension of the payments. Mr. Baecht 
and Bartjes express their deep distress that the 
president took this on his own. Mr. Kleine and 
Holzmann feel the same way". The colonists 
undoubtedly suspected that Pinther discussed 
other pressing circumstances but ended the 
debate, knowing that he would deny any fur­
ther accusations. 

Three days later, the translated sales contract 
arrived and was read by several colonists. 
Shocked by its contents, a special meeting was 
quickly assembled and the contract read to the 
other members. Two major faults were discov­
ered. The first was the order in which the land 
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would be deeded to the colony. As outlined in 
the contract, the total 4,431 acres of the Ran­
cho Las Encinitas would be released to the col­
ony upon the payment of $66,500, payable in 
fourteen separate installments, spread over a 
six and one half year period. The Rancho 
would be conveyed to the colony by six 
separate land deeds, the deeds being released 
on evenly spaced intervals within the install­
ment period. The colonists had been previously 
informed that the first deed would release the 
first area extensively settled, namely the San 
Elijo valley, which parallels the easy boundary 
line of the Rancho. However, the contract 
clearly stipulated the first area to be released 
paralleled the west boundary line of the 
Rancho and therefore would only release a 
small portion of the San Elijo valley. The other 
five deeds were typical of the first, each releas­
ing vast portions of unsettled land and only a 
few improved acres in the San Elijo valley. The 
colonists suddenly realized it could be many 
more years before they obtained clear title to 
their five acre farms and if for any reason the 
remainder of the colony land failed to develop 
they would lose their land, house and all related 
improvements. The second major fault discov­
ered in the sales contract related to legal owner­
ship of the land. The colonists believed that the 
Rancho, when paid for, would belong to 
Theodore Pinther and Conrad Stroebel since 
they were the only ones to sign the contract. 

During the same meeting of April 19, it was 
also discovered that someone had added an 
unauthorized paragraph to the governing by­
laws of the colony. This new by-law stated "an 
absolute majority is necessary to dismiss a 
board of director". Several members accused 
Pinther of forging the by-laws, but he repeated­
ly changed the subject. 

A special meeting was held the following day. 
Due to the importance of this meeting, the 
minutes are presented in their entirety. 

&Ae trveeAiny uxiA <d€iAA&cl Ay iiAoe-

fiAeiUdeAiA ^AfcA^moAin. &Ae AecteAiyty 

lead tAe foAAi*mAiy tu>cMA€Ui<mA. 

4. Q)uttJAt. ^tnAAei €id(tOAi unaatAoAt^ed 

fvataytafiA tc tAe Ay-tawA leyaAdiny 

tAe fttoceetoAe of diAnuA^dny a- Soaul of 

dAiectct? 0*iit to a tpote, iA 9\eAidenA 

S^intAieAyulAty of fotytny tAe Ay-taiiKy? 

2. &i€A IJAA. &*inAAet maAc^ ttie foA^e 

AtaAement tAiat tAe fitAt AetAAenvenA 

mcuAd Ae located on, tAe f i ^ fioAceA of 

land to Ae 'teAeoAed? 9^ul to a -iwAe, 

did &*'ieAidetd &*inlAeA wiaAe lAeAe 

falAe AtaAewvenlA? 

3. '^Ay did ff^ieAidenA &*inlAteA neycHate 

milA lAe MimloAl AudAeiA odAAotiA 

fveAtniAAion, AncmAedye ot oftAvtcifaA of 

lAe Ao€iyid of etiteclotA, Ano€4dny lAat 

lAdA €ei<iuAd endanyet Hie tuiAt of lAie 

coAony? &*at to a vede, oAe lAeAe 

Aeciel tieyoAiaHoinA Aeluteen tAAi. 3*in-

tlvet and tAe MintAatt AiolAieAA 

enoayA to AlalA a diAAuiAt adlAin tAe 

coAony? 

4f. •S'A lAie wuAltttAt lAie wva^oAlAy of lAe 

•nvemA'eAA, eAfieciaAAy in '^Aicayo, 

Aatm ayainAl lAic coAcny lAie leAuAl of 

9*1eAidetd S^irdAieA 'A condtMd? SAluA 

tj^weAdon iA f a t to a vole. 

5. S^ul to a node, AAIOAA S^^UiAenA &*in-

tliet, Ae lemoimdfiom o^ice? 

6. <^f if<ded fiul Ay lAie laAt ifoeAHon, 

decided to lemome Aim fiom office aA 

Aoon aA /icAAlAte and inde fot a -nem 

fiAeAiderd cd a AfieciaA tneetiny. 

3*leAiderd S^irdAieA atoA ttol fiteAenl cd 

lAiA meeliny and Ae told lyUt. ^a4di-

AleAn, adio uutA Aenl to innUe ^jtlt. S^in-

lAieA, lAitd Ae atoA AicA and could nol a/i-

fieat. ^t amiA decided to AtaAt Hie 

wieetiny odAAicuA S^inlAet Aince lAie ma-

^otily feelA AiA AicAneAA atoA ttol lad 

enouyA to fiteimnA Aim fiom cominy. 

^UAA itom tAttA. 9*intAieA caAne aAidfite-

AenAed a leAAeA adlA lAie leAiynoAion of 

,yiAi. &*inAAe^ and tlie ncUce Ae couAd 
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•not aKeAif/ t^ecad^Ae- Ae m<iA tvot feeAiny 

timAt. 

^jWt,. SfAuieAieAfi/ufi^iAed to accefiA tAve 

'leAiytmAion, lecoMAe tAoA mctiAA AeAtAe tAie 

a^oAi ^guicAcAy. iviAi. "^otA lA wiucAi 

tiycUnAt tAiA. ^A€e AapA ^jiAi. &*inAAe^ 

wUliAetA AiA ofi/ioAttmity to teMyn, fiom- iA 

iA too toAe. ^A€iA iUcA/neAA iA fuAt in AAA 

AeofA. tyfAyi. '2/otA Acul toAoA Attn aftet tAie 

toAt 6<i4XAcA of (AitectotA twAe tAiaA tie m<iA 

ctiAAuAiAfieft. 

tAlt. '&otA once tooA <yoAne fioAietA fiowi 

,JAA.. 9'taA<Uy to tAtt. &*inAAiet firuA tmiA 

tooAUny tAiAouyA tAe fioAieAA to finet tAe 

t>y-tamA Aut tAAl. '&otA ctioA not find tAe 

fioAayAaAdi tediete d mciA <dfiAed tAoA OAI 

oAiAoAtiAe nuz^^yiity W4ZA neceAAaAy to 

ftiAmiAA a Aoatd of dAiectot. ^A£e ^€ieAtion-

ed fAAi. S^inAAeA OAUA leceived tAie OAiAmeA 

"can you Aeefi ya€4/i mcuAA AAUA? " 

^efoAe AAi. "^otA couAd onAttnet, S*in-

tAeA fiut tAe Ay-tauaA in u AtdtcttAe. 

tyAfteA Ae w^tA toAd Ay >jU/i. ^A€oA^maAm, 

aA a ttdet <Acde, tAat tAie Ay-toutaA mete 

UfAltten on UfAdte Aia/ieA, Ae Secame 

AuAfdciouA. 

&Ae AecAetaAy y a ^ tAe Ay-tamA to ,JIAA. 

SPtioeAeA to nadfy tAiaA neitAieA, tAe Ay-

taunA not tAe idynattt/ie SPttoeAeA' 

tinete mtitten Ay Aint. ^A€e did ufdte tAe 

odyinaA 6y-tautA Sat tAeAe ate a fotyety, 

afifKitenAty done Ay ^JMA. 0*inAAet. jVone 

of tAe oAdeA mentAetA COAI tewiewdieA tAiaA 

AucA a fiattzyttt/iA exAded and tAlt. 

S^afie Acdd fot AuAe tAete netnet UMIA AacA 

a fiatayAaAdi. 

"Vodedon tAe (fweAtion: S'A >AAA. &*in-

tAiet yuiAty of fotyiny tAie Ay-tau!iA, and 

tAe teAoAt utaA unanintouAty ye^. 

&Ae ^^ueAticn tAiat IJUA. SPttoeAeA did 

noA Aiyn ot mtite tAieAe Ay-tamA amiA 

ncAed unanimouAty yeA. 

&Ae ^f€€eAtion tAed ^AAi. 3*inAAiet mAoAe 

lyiAi. SPttoeAeA'A name umiA iMdedyeA. 

tAOi. '&OAA aAAedfot a inde to Aee if 

tAie Aoatd teAieveA AiA Atoty and tAie 

teAuttiny imAe upoA yeA. 

'^oncetniny tAie Aecond oecttAaAion, aAt 

memAetA fiom S)enwet affitm tAoA tACt. 

&*inAAiet Anem uddcA ftatceA of tand 

mcuAd Ae teAeoAed fAAt. Me AtaAed d in 

AiA AfieecA. ddAt exce/d one Dcde tAcd 

tAiA. S^inAAieA iA yaiAty of maAdny foAAe 

AtatementA. 

'^^ItnanimotiAty ayteed tAat tAe aA-

AiAtaAy acAienA of ,Alt. S^intAiet udAA tAie 

dCimAatt 6toAAieAA idaded tAie miAtiuAt. 

&Ae fouAtA accuAation: iA tAe wiiAtiaAt 

Ay tAe memAetA, eAfiecicdAy in '^Aicayo, 

a^AdcA cooAd eAtdanyet tAie coAony due to 

A(A. 9*inAAietA neyAecAiny tAie coA-

te^i/iondence? KsdnAmet, aftet a fern 

(AiAcuAAionA, yeA. 

t^efoAe -mdiny foA tAe fiftA ^^aeAtion 

AAt. SPttoeAeA coiMttedttte memAeAA fite-

AenA. &Aete mete fifty-eiyAd mendeAA 

fiteAenA. So tAe yueAtion: AAKIAA SheAioAenA 

S*intAiet Ae temotped fiom office, tAie. 

teAtdtiny niote maA fifty Aemen in favoA 

and one ayainAt. 

AAi. t^eudiAtein AuyyeAted to yo to 

<A(yi. 9*inAAiet 'A AOUAC and infoAAn Aim of 

tuA teAnom^ fiom offce and to yeA SacA 

aAt docMmenAA and fiAofieAAy AeAonyiny to 

tAie coAony. AteeAiny adfouAned unAiA 

teAuAn of tAte me&iienyet. 

t^ftet afifiAcxAmaAeAy one AaAf tiooA, 

tAe meetiny continued and tAie idee 

fueAidenA fiteAenAed ttie aAove mentioned 

doewntenAA to tAe meniAeAA. 

tAlt. SPanyet fitofioAed to vote im-

mediaAeAy foA a nem /iteAidetd. tJAe 

teAtiAt utaA 55 fit and 3 ayainAt. 

,AAi. '&otA teceived 44 voAeA, tAlt. 

^aecAd — 4 imAeA, Alt. ^omtneA — 3 

mdeA, AAA. Mteine — 2 indeA, and tAtt. 

^at^eA — 2 iPoAeA. 

,AIA. '^OAA maA eAecAedUAid toodc- oAneA. 

tAie office of fiteAident udtA a fem m^yidA 

of tAianAA. 

0Ae AecteAaty maA otdeAed to Aend a 

tefioAA immediaAeAy to '^Aicayo. 
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tAtt. SBcudvidetn ft/uifvoAecl to yeA <i oofiy 

of tAe fM^meA-of-attorney ftom SAem 

'SAieyo.. -j^fteA. tAAi, o teAteA fu>m 

^Aieayo maA teacA, amA tAve AooAd iAvoAt 

mcuA OAi cvnAumA aA Aoon aA fvcAiUAte. 

tj4Aio fAecldetA to aAA tAAi. MimAaAA to 

iHAit UA aA Aocm aA fvoAUAAe. 

S'tnaAAy eteddeel to tedtu:^ tAie umiyeA of 

tAve iAoAte ttvayn to $2.00 

AteeAirvy af^<iUAne(A. tAA. SAia/vtfeA 

An investigation committee met with the 
Kimball brothers a few days later. They asked 
if Pinther and Stroebel received a commission 
from the land sales and were informed that a 
secret contract between Pinther and the Kim­
ball brothers did exist. Frank Kimball also 
stated he would not reduce the price for the 
land or change the order in which the land 
would be released. On April 30th the commit­
tee again met with Frank Kimball at the office 
of Wallace Leach, and again Kimball refused to 
change any portion of the sales contract. Then 
on May 9th, the committee learned the extent 
of the secret contract. Pinther's commission 
would amount to as much as $10,000 if he ob­
tained forty to sixty thousand dollars from the 
colony. Stroebel would receive a piece of pro­
perty with a house in National City. This was 
to be considered a gift from the Kimball 
brothers without Stroebel's knowledge. 

As expected, Stroebel denied any knowledge 
of the secret contract, but the mounting 
evidence against Pinther was conclusive. The 
angered colonists knew they might lose 
everything and that an accurate account of Pin­
ther's secret dealings with the Kimballs was 
desperately needed for future legal battles. 

On May 9, 1885, Pinther was kidnapped and 
subsequently held captive at a secluded loca­
tion. The guarding colonists informed Pinther 
they simply wanted an accurate confession but 
also warned that many other colonists wanted 
to hang him. 

After several days, Pinther confessed he had 
intended to cheat the colonists from the very 

beginning. During the early mail correspon­
dence, he was offered $3,000 commission if he 
could sell either of two large parcels of property 
to the colony. Pinther replied that $3,000 was 
too cheap, but a judicious use of the multiplica­
tion table might interest him. When Pinther 
and Stroebel were sent to investigate and pur­
chase the colony land, Pinther negotiated a 
secret written agreement with the Kimball 
brothers, wherein it was stipulated that he 
would receive $9,600 for selling the Rancho 
Las Encinitas. After Pinther's confession, the 
sheriff from San Diego appeared on the colony 
land and Pinther was freed on May 16. 

Fearing further attacks on his life, Theodore 
Pinther never returned. His lust for money had 
made him an outcast of the very colony he had 
founded. For those remaining, troubled times 
still lie ahead. 

The sum of $2,800 that had already been 
paid to the Kimball brothers was lost, since the 
colonists would not honor the existing sales 
contract. The next payment for $5,000 was 
past due, and to prevent any possible confisca­
tion the colonists withdrew all their money 
from the Consolidated National bank in San 
Diego. 

The colonists demanded a new sales contract 
from the Kimball brothers and a reduced sales 
price. Frank Kimball finally agreed to rewrite 
the contract but would not consider a price 
reduction. To break the stalemate, Kimball 
suggested an arbitration board consisting of a 
number of reputable businessmen who would 
establish a fair sales price for the Rancho. The 
colonists accepted, but five days later the Kim­
balls withdrew the offer. The colonists were 
outraged and declared they would abandon 
their land rather than honor the existing con­
tract, and if they abandon their land, they 
would bring legal suit against the Kimball 
brothers in the amount of $30,000. The Kim­
ball brothers resubmitted to arbitration on May 
23. The resulting arbitration board consisted of 
five men: two elected by the colony, two 
elected by Frank Kimball, and one elected by 

40 



the four board members. The board convened 
for the first time on June 9 and began their in­
vestigation. All aspects relating to the true 
value of the land were explored including tax 
assessments, testimony from various experts, 
and a personal inspection of the land in ques­
tion. The investigation would continue for 
several weeks and during the interim, other in­
teresting developments arose. 

The colonists were so depressed by the in­
herited hardships and inadequacies of the Ran­
cho Las Encinitas that a suggestion to abandon 
it was inevitable. Recorded in the minutes of a 
colony meeting on June 15, 1885 is found: 

<JA l<my fliiiC€tMdcm AtaAAed aAottt Hie 

if i/ie Amt/ of Hie co/<my «4 at att 

AuitaAte fyi Hie fuM/icAe intended. 

lACamy of ttie i/teaAeiA iuiAmitted d 

uKiutd 6e SeAt to teave ttie codtmy and 

find Aome ottieA tand AcmiettdieAe etiye, if 

at att fioAAiAte. '^U/ion tAOi. SBanumn'^ 

letjfweAt, a ecmmittee uiaA named con-

<d!diny of AieAAtA. Mteine, '^i'ieyandand 

Sfctmeitlet and Hie committee umiA 

otdeted to tooA oneA tomd in Hie SPan 

'3[)ieyo aAea addcA iA ftteAen/ty foA Aode. 

The fact that the colonists were searching for 
new land was common knowledge in San Diego 
County. The San Diego Union newspaper 
reports: 

H. Baecht, proprietor of the Germania hotel, 
Olivenhain, was in town yesterday. He said 
it's clear that the colonists are determined to 
abandon the lands they now occupy unless 
the present differences as to prices can be set­
tled to their suiting. The lands they consider 
practically valueless without irrigation 
facilities and they estimate $50,000 will be 
required to furnish these. The colonists are 
doing such work as is necessary to care for 
the growing crops but will make no further 
improvements till the matters at issue are set­
tled. 

The land investigation committee anxiously 
reported their findings on June 21. New land 
had been found in the E l Cajon Valley, approx­
imately twenty miles East of San Diego. This 

land was already cultivated and was highly 
recommended by the committee. Many col­
onists wanted to relocate immediately, but dur­
ing this same meeting Mr. William Dommes 
said, 

' 'tdAoniny at ttuA /loint iA oat of ttie 

<ifMeAtion idnce tAe ootony otoeA n<d tiave 

any ea/dtoA. t9n any event one idiouAd 

OMuA unAiA tAie end of ttie neyotioAionA 

udtA MimAaAA. ^yA tony deAiate foAtomed 

UAtd moAt of ttie i^/ieaAeAA fiteAented ttie 

o/iinion tAioA if ttie tand iA not leiny afi-

fiAtuAed too tdyA, tAien d uiouAd tie leAt 

to iday dyAd tieAe. " 

For reasons yet unknown, Frank Kimball ap­
proached the arbitration board and offered all 
land that had been cuhivated for $15 per acre 
and that the colony need not purchase the re­
mainder of the Rancho Las Encinitas. The ar­
bitration board strongly supported Kimball's 
offer, but the colonists' opinions were mixed. 
Some wanted to accept, others did not. After 
repeated encouragements from the arbitration 
board and the favoring colonists, the offer was 
accepted, with stipulations. This was followed 
by a series of offers and counteroffers before a 
common agreement was reached. In the final 
settlement, the colonists agreed to purchase 
44178 acres at $15 per acre. All except ten acres 
were located within the San Elijo Valley. The 
Kimball brothers agreed to forfeit all land 
designated as public roadways without charge 
to the colony. A new land contract was written 
and signed by both parties on July 8, 1885. 

The colonists paid cash for their land, thus 
severing all relations with the Kimball 
brothers. The financing for this mass payment 
was appropriated by a loan from the Con­
solidated National Bank in San Diego. The col­
onists borrowed approximately $7,000 and, for 
collateral, mortgaged all their land. 

After their land had been secured, the col­
onists immediately focused their attention on 
Conrad Stroebel. They were convinced Stroe­
bel knew of Pinther's proposed deception all 
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After the colonists finalized a reduced sales contract with the Kimball brothers on July 8, 1885, this map was recorded by the 
county of San Diego and thus separated Olivenhain from the remainder of the Rancho Las Encinitas. 
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along and many believed he had actively par­
ticipated. The colonists' actions were later 
reported in the San Diego Union: 

They concluded to rid the colony of 
Stroebel's presence and on last Saturday they 
invited him to take his departure and saw to 
it that he took formal leave of all the col­
onists, a committee volunteering to escort 
him around for that purpose. 

Then two days later the Union again reports: 
President York and six others of Olivenhain 
have been arrested at the insistence of Con­
rad Stroebel. Two of them are charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon and the others 
with riot. The examinations are set for the 
21st. It is alleged that Stroebel's departure 
from Olivenhain was encouraged by some 
birdshot that were emptied into him from a 
shotgun. 

After several restful days in the county jail, 
the colonists had their preliminary hearing and 
all charges were dismissed. Apparently, 
Stroebel was unable to support his charges. 
Like his forerunner, Conrad Stroebel became 
an outcast to the colony. 

The worst was over, but the damaging affects 
from the trouble had seriously injured the col­
ony. First, the colony's land had been reduced 
to one tenth of its original size and could only 
accommodate a few additional members. Sec­
ondly, the colonists had lost faith in their 
organization and considered it more trouble­
some than beneficial. Without hesitating, the 
colonists unanimously agreed to change the 
governing policies and management of the col­
ony from its present co-operative form to a 
more individualized system. This does not 
mean the colony was dissolved, but rather a ma­
jor change in its operating policies did occur. 
The San Diego Union reported this dramatic 
change on August 1st. 

Paul A.J. Flassig of late Olivenhain colony 
was in town yesterday. We say "the late 
Olivenhain colony" because the colony 
organization of the settlement has been aban­
doned. Each land owner now operates for 
himself 

Undoubtedly all the colonists were disap­
pointed by the recent developments. It's 
therefore understandable that a few would 
leave, but what began as a trickle soon became a 
stampede and within two years 80% of the col­
onists would abandon their promised land. The 
exodus from Olivenhain was first reported on 
July 16, 1885 by the San Diego Union: 

A few, perhaps a dozen, have left the colony 
and settled upon government land. Some are 
selling their small tracts to members who are 
able to buy, as they have discovered that it is 
folly to think of making a living from five 
acres of land in that section. 

Another report just three months later 
implies a sharp increase of deserters. 

Curtis Johnson of San Louis Rey is having 
his ranch of six hundred acres of the finest 
land in that valley sub-divided into lots of 
twenty acres each and had made arrange­
ments to dispose of a large portion of the 
land so divided to members of the 
Olivenhain colony. The purchasers intend 
planting the land to grapes and building 
themselves pleasant homes. 

The stream of departing colonists would con­
tinue through the remainder of 1885 and all of 
1886. By January 1887, most of the colony 
farms were abandoned. 

Many of the departed colonists relocated in 
distant areas of Southern California or returned 
to the Midwest and Eastern States. All except 

This homestead shanty was built by Herman F. Bumann in 
1886 and is the last homestead shanty in the Olivenhain 
area. Photo taken 1974. 
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After abandoning the colony land, many colonists homesteaded a short distance northeast of Olivenhain. One such homesteader 
was August Schmidt, poised here on his horse Charley. Photo taken 1890. 

a few of these colonists have been forgotten. 
Those that are remembered include the Einers 
and Asmus' in Escondido, the Uhlands in San 
Marcos, and the Mahrs in Fallbrook. 

Another group of colonists homesteaded to 
the northeast of the colony land. This land was 
not as productive but was available in sections 
of 160 acres, which could be obtained by sim­
ply filing a claim. The homesteaders were 
within a short walking distance of the colony 
and, although they were physically removed, 
they were never socially separated from the re­
maining colonists. Due to the inherited advan­
tages, homesteading became quite popular and 
attracted many colonists, including the 
Wiegands, Bumanns, Resecks and Koehns. 

Like so many boom areas of its time, 
Olivenhain became a near ghost town. More 
than half of the houses and shanties scattered 
throughout the valley were abandoned. The or­
chards and vineyards of these vacant farms 
quickly withered from lack of irrigation. Hun­
dreds of young fruit trees and at least 24,000 
grape vines died before they were three years 
old. Only a few maintained orchards, and 
vineyards would survive and eventually bare 
fruit. 

The two years following 1885 also found the 
colony in financial trouble. The unhealthy 
combination of mortgaged land and penniless 
members resulted in a private recession. 
Money was tight and the colonists squabbled 
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Amongst the many colonists that homesteaded was Bernard Reseck, who built this house and reared a family of eleven children. 
His ranch was later called the "Lone Jack Ranch"and the road leading to it was appropriately named "Lone Jack Road". The 
name perpetuated but the original house (shown in photo) burned to the ground in 1896. 

over minor debts. Prolonged arguments over 
two dollars was not uncommon; occasionally 
the same argument would continue for several 
months. The colony's financial status was fur­
ther weakened by the flow of departing mem­
bers, since their portion of the total debt was 
transferred to those remaining. The colonists 
were unable to fulfill their mortgage payments 
several times and the threat of foreclosure 
seemed unavoidable. It was by sheer 
perseverance that the colonists eventually paid 
their debt, and in December of 1887 the mor­
tgage was finally cancelled. 

The colony's population began to stabilize in 
mid 1887. The minority that remained presum­
ably stayed because they had made extensive 
improvements to their farms or they had in­
vested a large sum of money into the colony. 
Whatever their reasons were, approximately 
eighty people did stay. 

When those remaining colonists obtained 
warrant deeds for their land, they were no 
longer dependent or committed to the colony 
rule. This freedom, combined with the past 
disappointments in the colony system, lead to a 
gradual, but ultimately final, dissolvement of 
the colony. Meetings were sharply reduced 
from eleven in 1888 to four in 1889. After 

1889, meetings were held once or twice a year. 
The last registered member was Friedrich 
Teten who joined the colony in March of 1892. 
The colonists had their last meeting on Nov­
ember 15, 1897; beyond that date, no other refer­
ence to the organization called Colony Oliven­
hain can be found. 

The abolishment of the colony should not 
imply that the Olivenhain history ended; ac­
tually it was just beginning. A healthier and 
more permanent community quickly evolved. 
Many of the people that remained after 1887 
would remain a lifetime. These people and 
their descendents would populate and farm the 
Olivenhain valley for the next seventy years. 
We therefore end this chapter with the begin­
ning of a new era that was recognized and 
printed in 1889 by a newspaper reporter for the 
San Diego Union. 

Olivenhain which was settled a few years ago 
by enterprising Germans is beautiful and 
prosperous. Many of the first settlers, 
through fraud and misrepresentations of 
their agents, suffered much loss and disap­
pointment and some of them had to seek 
homes elsewhere. But those who remain are 
thriving. German industry and perseverance 
had won the battle and no doubt Olivenhain 
will be one of the coziest spots in Southern 
California. 
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C H A P T E R 4 

FARMING E R A 

Following the collapse of the colony system, 
each colonist or family group faced the reality of 
a financial income and how to earn it. Some peo­
ple returned to their former trade, and a few 
succeeded, but the vast majority of people 
became farmers. This was the beginning of the 
farming era in Olivenhain which lasted well into 
the 1950's. 

Day to day life during the farming era was 
often routine and sometimes laborious and very 
much like any other farming community in 
Southern California. It was a time when fami­
lies grew in number, when farms were expanded 
and improved, and when hard honest work was 
an assumed necessity. It was a time when 
Olivenhain itself grew to maturity and gave 
birth to eight small businesses, two schools, two 
meeting halls, and a very stable farming com­
munity. 

The network of events and people which 
make up the farming era are often complex and 
overlapping and not suitable for a chronological 
presentation; therefore, each major subject is 
presented separately. 

STORES 

Five separate stores had opened and closed in 
Olivenhain before the 1920's. All of these stores 
were privately owned except one and were 
either a grocery store or general merchandise 
store. 

The first store opened in December 1884 and 
was owned by the Colony Olivenhain. It was 
located at the Ybarra adobe ruins, located one-
half mile east of Rancho Santa Fe Road and 
Olivenhain Road. This early store supplied 
food goods to the arriving colonists and stocked 
a moderate supply of hardware items. Even 
though the colony store was heavily used, it 
only lasted two months. 

Alex Beller purchased the entire inventory at 
the colony store and opened the first privately 
owned store in February 1885. This store was 
located about three hundred yards north of En­
cinitas Boulevard and seventy yards east of Ran­
cho Santa Fe Road. This was primarily a 
grocery store even though Beller could special 
order items such as stoves and wagons. But the 
Beller store was forced out of business approx­
imately three months after it opened. Apparent­
ly, Alex Beller wronged his fellow colonists and 
they in turn boycotted his store. 

Herman Baecht opened a store in Late May of 
1885. Little is known about the Baecht store in­
cluding its location and how long it was used. 

The next store was opened by John A. Berg in 
1886 and it became the main store in Oliven­
hain for approximately twenty five years. The 
Berg store was located on the southeast corner 
of Seventh Street and Rancho Santa Fe Road. 
This general merchandise store had a large sup­
ply of food goods, hardware, clothing, and farm 
supplies. "John Berg had everything from a 
sewing needle to a plow," recalls Alex D. 
Reseck, "jewelry, shotguns, food, dynamite, 
anything you wanted, he had. What he didn't 
have could be ordered from a large catalog." 

The main room of Berg's store was approx­
imately twenty feet wide by thirty feet long. In 
1901 Berg built a lean-to addition on the store 
for the larger farm implements. The interior of 
the store contained a multitude of items, all 
neatly packed into every available space. A 
counter near the south wall supported a large 
coffee grinder and a number of candy jars. Ad­
joining the counter was a glass cabinet filled 
with ladies hats, dresses, and jewelry. In the 
center of the room were barrels of crackers and 
apples, also several shelved racks containing 
food goods. Shoes were displayed along the 
north wall and a nearby rack held shirts, jeans. 
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Berg store and a few local customers. Photo taken about 1899. 
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The Pioneer Store. 

OLIVENHAIN, CAL, 

hy John Berg. 

and other clothing items. Perishable goods were 
stored in a screened room on the northeast cor­
ner of the store. Miscellaneous items such as 
harnessing, pans, lanterns, and rope hung from 
the ceiling and walls. A small closed in post of­
fice filled the southwest corner of the store. 
Mail was kept in shoe box size containers and 
given to customers by John Berg. 

John Berg was a bachelor and lived alone ex­
cept when his sister and niece visited. He was a 
small man, but he could handle delinquent bill 
payers whh the grace of a heavyweight. 

In 1895 Frederick Yager opened a grocery 
store about a hundred yards north of Berg's 
store. Yager's store was smaller than Berg's and 
didn't stock as much merchandise. There was a 
small bar on the east side of Yager's store, which 
was the closest thing to a saloon that Olivenhain 
ever had. " I was too young to go in the back 
room," recalls Carl Teten, "but I know they 
drank liquor and gambled with cards in there." 
"One time Frank Laughter went into Yager's 
bar," recalls Herman Wiegand, "and after 
drinking for a while, got kind of loud. There 

was a blacksmith there by the name of Fred 
Balzer who was a very powerful man. Laughter 
and Balzer got into a big fight and finally Balzer 
grabbed a pick handle and drove Frank out. 
Frank's horse was tied up outside and he got a 
Winchester rifle and shot four or five holes into 
the building. He shot high so not to hit 
anybody, just scare them. Some of the bullets 
jammed in a stack of jeans which were stacked 
up in the store." After Frederick Yager's death, 
Mrs. Yager ran the store for several years and 
then closed it in 1903. 

Mrs. Hulda Yager sold the store to John M . 
Nobel in 1906. Nobel operated the store, but 
competition with the Berg store was too great 
and he finally resold in 1908. "There was 
jealousy between Berg and Nobel," recalls Her­
man Bumann. "Berg thought all the customers 
were his and he resented anybody that went into 
Nobel's store. Berg would sometimes go out in 
the road and look over to the Nobel store to see 
who was doing business there." 

Hattie and Joe Hess bought Nobel's store and 
ran a reasonably successful business until 1910. 
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The Hess store in about 1918 or 1919. Arthur D. Cole on 
bicycle and Mrs. Colburn on porch. 

The store never opened again and was finally 
moved to another location. 

John Berg closed his store in 1911 and a few 
years later sold it to Edward Eymann. The store 
was reopened in 1914 but was primarily used as 
a grocery store. Eymann added a partition to the 
main room and only used about half of the avail­
able floor space. Eymann never did as much 
business as Berg and finally the introduction of 
automobiles sharply reduced the number of his 
customers. 

Eymann sold his store and property to the 
county of San Diego in 1919. The store was con­
verted into a road maintenance station which 
the county road department used for twenty 
years and then dismantled it and moved to 
another location. 

B L A C K S M I T H SHOPS 
Blacksmithing was a necessity to any farming 

community and Olivenhain was no exception. 
The colonists purchased a complete blacksmith 
outfit only eight days after they arrived and the 
blacksmith shop was probably the first structure 
built in the Olivenhain valley. The colony's 
blacksmith, Cyprian MuUer, was busy sharpen­
ing plowshares, grub hoes, and shoeing horses 
by late November 1884. The exact location of 
the colony blacksmith shop and how long it was 
used is unknown. 

Fred W. Teten opened the first privately 

owned blacksmith shop soon after he arrived in 
1892. "My dad," recalls Carl Teten, "bulk his 
blacksmith shop on the southeast corner of Ran­
cho Santa Fe Road and our driveway (located at 
211 Rancho Santa Fe Road). The building only 
had one room, measuring about twelve feet wide 
and maybe twenty four feet long. There were 
several large bellows inside, also a forge, anvil, 
drill press, and a wheel rim shrinker. He never 
shod horses but could repair or build almost 
anything." 

Fred Teten monopolized the blacksmith 
business in Olivenhain until about 1896 when 
Fred Balzer opened a shop on the southeast cor­
ner of Rancho Santa Fe Road and Ninth Street. 
Balzer's shop was about fourteen feet wide by 
eighteen feet long and had a separate room ad­
joining the south wall where Balzer lived. The 
shop didn't have as much equipment as Teten's 
but Balzer could shoe horses. Fred Balzer closed 
his shop in about 1900. The competition with 
Fred Teten was too great and there just were not 
enough customers to support two blacksmith 
shops in Olivenhain. 

John D. Hall built a blacksmith shop on the 
northeast corner of Eighth Street and Rancho 
Santa Fe Road and opened for business in about 
1902. Hall anticipated little competition in 
Olivenhain, since Fred Teton was unable to 
work, due to a major illness. Hall's shop was a 
long building and was well equipped with 
smithing tools including several forges and an 
engine driven drop hammer. 
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John Hall closed his blacksmith shop in 1906 
and was the last person to operate a black-
smithing business in Olivenhain. 

SCHOOL 
Olivenhain was without a school for the first 

twenty one months after the colonists arrived. 
The immediate necessities such as building 
homes and establishing a food supply took pri­
ority over a school. Then the Pinther trouble 
left the entire settlement in a state of uncertain­
ty and additional months of delay. Not until 
May of 1886 were the colonists prepared to 
discuss a school house, which they decided 
should be cheap and simple. The colonists' 
desire for an inexpensive school was fulfilled by 
the vacant home of Theodore Pinther. With a 
total investment of fifteen dollars, Pinther's 
home was converted into a temporary school 
and housed the first group of students begin­
ning in the Fall of 1886. This one-room school 
house was located about a hundred feet east of 
Woodwind Drive and Rancho Santa Fe Road 
and was used until 1888. Little is remembered 
about this early school; however, Laura A. 
Miller recalled a story told her by Gertrude 
MacKinnon. "Once the teacher at the old 
school had to leave for a little while during 
school hours. In her absence all the children 
crawled into the attic and hid. When the teacher 
returned, there were no children in sight and 
she called and called. The children thought that 
was great fun, until they were found." After the 
old school was abandoned, Fred Teten bought 
the property and moved the building to its pres­
ent location at 211 Rancho Santa Fe Road. 

A larger one-room school house was opened 
in 1888. The colony bought Fred Balzer's home 
and moved it to the southwest corner of 7th 
Street and E Street where it was used as a school 
for fifty-four years. An addition was added 
sometime before 1900, making the building 
slightly " L " shaped. 

The Olivenhain school was classified as an 
elementary school since the standard educa­
tional program didn't exceed the eighth grade. 

The ninth grade was taught as a special class if 
the student volunteered to work part time as a 
teacher's aid. I f a student wanted a high school 
diploma, they completed their education in 
Oceanside or San Diego. 

The subjects taught at the Olivenhain school 
included reading, writing, arithmetic, spelling, 
history and geography. English was the basic 
language used even though a short course in 
German was included until World War I . Most 
children entering school had a poor understand­
ing of English since German was the predomi­
nant language used at home. 

Most of the teachers were unmarried women 
who stayed from one to six years at the Oliven­
hain school and usually boarded with one of the 
local families. Some of these teachers included 
Miss Eleanor O. Lewis, Miss Kate Schiller, 
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Miss Leda Winter and class of 1909 on east side of Olivenhain school. 



Miss Leda Winter, and Miss Camilla Lee. 
"Those teachers were wonderful people," recalls 
Herman Wiegand. "They would bandage 
up cuts and everything. They were like a 
teacher and mother too. They had a lot of pa­
tience, but, of course, the children never talked 
back or they would lose part of their hide." 

School started at 9:00 a.m. and ended at 2:00 
p.m. for grades one through three and 4:00 p.m. 
for the remainder. Noon recess was an hour 
long and was the highlight of the day for the 
children. "The girls usually stayed around the 
building," recalls Laura A. Miller. "After 
eating lunch, we played games such as hide and 
go-seek, run sheep run, drop the hankerchief 
and what's my trade." "The boys," recalls 
George T. Bumann, "usually ran down to the 
creek and went swimming, and we ate our lunch 
on the run. Sometimes we climbed a hill and 
rolled rocks into the valley and other times we 
looked for bird nests. None of us had a watch so 
we'd guess the time. We'd often be late getting 
back and we would run like everything." 

Most of the children at the Olivenhain school 
came from working farms and had chores before 
and after school hours. "We'd get up about day­
break," recalls Bruno Denk, "and it would be 
well after dark when we got through. I milked 
cows, fed the chickens, and did other chores 
before walking to school. After we got home, 
there were chores again. Just keeping enough 
wood for the stove was a big job. I started using 

West side of Olivenhain school. Cistern is now directly under 
the house at 2365 7th Street. 

the walking plow and a team of horses at a very 
young age. Most kids had Sunday off and there 
was a class picnic at the end of the school year. 
Sometimes other kids came over to play but that 
was pretty rare." Some children quit school to 
help run the family farm. Also, the death of a 
parent usually forced the older children to work 
the farm and support their younger sisters and 
brothers. Laura Miller recalls, "When Fred Te­
ten died, his son Johnny quit school and worked 
the farm. He was so young he could hardly reach 
the handles on the walking plow, but he did the 
work of a man just the same." 

Olivenhain school class of 1929. 

Art Cole at age 12, bringing in baled hay which he loaded on 
wagon. 

From 1889 to 1935 the enrollment at the 
Olivenhain school averaged twenty students. 
Then in the late 1930's the number of students 
sharply dropped to nine. The decline con­
tinued, and finally the Olivenhain school was 
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closed in the Spring of 1942 and the children 
were transferred to the Encinitas School Dis­
trict. 

In 1943 the Olivenhain school house was 
moved to the San Dieguito Union High School 
and used as a music room for about twenty-five 
additional years. 

M E E T I N G H A L L 
Based on their desire for community meetings 

and social gatherings, it seems natural that the 
early colonists would build a meeting hall. The 
hall was presumably built in honor of the colon­
ists' 10th anniversary, since the first arrival of 
colonists was in November 1884 and the deci­
sion to build a meeting hall was made in Nov­
ember 1894. In the minutes of a colony meeting 
held November 4, 1894, is found, "Next item 

on the agenda was a discussion if a hall shall be 
bulk on the south side of block 36." "The 
lumber was shipped to Encinkas," recalls Her­
man Wiegand, "and all the farmers went wkh 
their wagons to get it. My father had a wagon 
drawn by four horses and we stretched that 
wagon out so it would hold some of the long 
timbers. I went over to the hall just once and 
saw it when it was framed and the siding put on. 
Bi l l Dommes was out there with two saw 
horses. Dommes was hired for six dollars to 
build the hall and many others donated their 
own work. The trees were planted six or eight 
months later. Pepper, cypress and eucalyptus 
trees were planted but only the eucalyptus sur­
vived." The exact date the hall was completed is 
unknown. The first recorded date is found in 
the minutes of a colony meeting held March 22, 

The Olivenhain Meeting Hall in 1976. 
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1895, which reads " . . .colony block on which 
the hall stands." It's possible the hall was com­
pleted in December of 1894, but since there's 
no recorded evidence to support that date, the 
1895 date is used. The completed hall consisted 
of one room, measuring twenty-eight feet wide 
by thirty-six feet long, and was built on stilts, 
thus forming a spacious basement. The siding 
was redwood board and bat with eight built-in 
glass windows and two front entry doors. The in­
terior included a musicians stage on the south­
east corner, a pot belly stove on the north wall 
and a bar counter extending halfway across the 
east wall. 

Artist conception of the Meeting Hall in 1895 by Adeline 
Bumann. 

The hall became the nerve center of Oliven­
hain. Community gatherings including dances, 
picnics, business meetings and 4th of July 
celebrations were all held at the community 
hall. On Sunday afternoons a large delegation of 
Germans could be found drinking beer and 
playing their favorite card game. The largest 
gathering of people was on the 4th of July 
celebration which started in the morning and 
continued to the following morning. All the 
local residences were represented, as well as 
many people from neighboring communities. 

Probably the most frequent event at the hall 
were the Saturday night dances. These early 
dances attracted people from miles around. 
They came by foot or by horse-drawn buggies to 
have fun and dance to the pleasant sounds emit­
ted by the violin and guitar. The beer keg. 

which was usually kept in the basement, was 
carried into the hall and placed on the ban Brass 
chips, about the size of a nickel with an em­
bossed 5<t, were used to purchase beer. " I can 
still see Louis Denk in his brown vest selling the 
beer," recalls Herman Bumann. "There was so 
much fun and laughter that it was necessary for 
someone to check the horses every few minutes 
to see if they didn't get loose and run away." "At 
one of those old dances," Herman Wiegand 
remembers, "the beer got low, maybe two or 
three gallons left. Some of the guys wanted all 
that was left, so August Schmidt threw the keg 
over his shoulder and ran out the door. Schmidt 
and several others went down Rancho Santa Fe 
Road to Encinitas Boulevard. They were sitting 
in the middle of the road drinking this beer 
when along came Henry Merz carrying a kero­
sene lantern. When Merz got close enough, 
Melby Laughter drew his six shooter and shot 
the lantern out. Merz ran up the road and 
wasn't seen the rest of the night." Not all the 
dances were so hair raising. The vast majority 
were just pure fun and enjoyment for all. The 
colonists held most of their dances between 
1895 and about 1910. The exact number of 
dances at the hall is unknown, but there were 
enough to wear out two dance floors. 

Soon after the turn of the century the colonist 
children discovered the pleasures of social ac-
tivites. The Olivenhain youth and their friends 
quickly organized, and in May of 1903 formed 
the Olivenhain Owl Club. The primary purpose 
of the Owl Club, per the by-laws, was simply 
"For the mutual and social amusements of its 
members." Business meetings and activities 
were managed by a board of directors and of­
ficers. Monthly business meetings were short 
and usually ended with some sort of entertain­
ment. For instance, the closing minutes of the 
August 22, 1903, meeting reads, "The Copper 
Mine String Band rendered a few select pieces 
while those that felt so inclined danced." 

The Owl Club rented the colonists' meeting 
hall and had a club meeting and a dance each 
month for about a year and a half Then the 
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Owl Club membership badge. 

members decided to build their own hall. The 
Own Club hall was completed in 1904 and 
stood on the southwest corner of 9th Street and 
Rancho Santa Fe Road. "The Owl Club hall 
was larger than the colonists' meeting hall, as 
wide and maybe ten feet longer," recalls Herman 
Bumann. "It was built on stilts, the floor being 
five to six feet off the ground. The underpart of 
the hall was open and the stilts and remainder of 
building were clearly visible from Rancho Santa 
Fe Road. The musicians stage took in the entire 
width of the west wall, at least two feet high and 
had a curtain which could be drawn closed." 

An admission fee of 75^ was charged at the 
monthly club dances. This door charge was in­
tended to repay the two hundred dollars which 

was borrowed to build the hall. But the atten­
dance at the dances was far less than the mem­
bers had anticipated and the door charge only 
paid for dance expenses. By 1906 the Owl Club 
was in serious financial trouble and their hall 
was threatened by foreclosure. An additional 
two hundred dollars was borrowed and used to 
cancel the first mortgage. The club rented the 
hall to repay some of the borrowed money but 
the remainder came from the pockets of the club 
members. 

Once relieved from financial burdens, the 
Owl Club had monthly meetings and dances for 
several years. But their trouble wasn't over. In 
1909, the Owl Club hall began to lean to the 
south. The inadequate bracing was streng­
thened but each year the hall leaned more and 
more. By 1911 the hall was at such a threatening 
angle it was abandoned from fear of total col­
lapse. 

Without a hall, the Owl Club went dormant 
for about four years. Then some of the members 
approached the colonists and asked if they could 
use the meeting hall and in exchange the Owl 
Club would contribute some major improve­
ments. The request was granted, so Eddie 
Reseck, together with a few helpers, dismantled 
the Owl Club hall and with some of the salvaged 
lumber built two dressing rooms and a hallway 
on the east side of the colonists' meeting hall. 
The main room of the hall was also changed. 
The bar was taken out, the musicians stage was 

The 1916 addition is clearly defined from the original meeting 
hall by the stepped roof lines. 
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raised, and a new dance floor was installed. The 
improvements were completed by February of 
1916 and the Owl Club dances resumed. 

The Saturday night dances, between 1916 
and 1918, included: neck-tie socials, hard-time 
dances, box socials, and masquerades. A "mid­
night supper" (potluck) was usually served in 
the basement of the hall and then the dance con­
tinued until two or three o'clock in the morning. 
A phonograph was purchased but proved to be 
unsatisfactory, so the live orchestra consisting 
of Ed Reseck and Raymond Valenzuela pro­
vided the music. 

By late 1918 the meeting hall was in a state of 
disrepair. The roof needed new shingles and the 
second dance floor was showing signs of wean 
Without sufficient funds for the needed repairs, 
the Owl Club dances stopped. After 1918 many 
of the members quit the club and were replaced 
by a younger group who had fresh ideas. "We 
needed money," recalls Alex Reseck, "so during 
a club meeting in 1922 we decided to cut all the 

eucalyptus trees down on the hall block and sell 
the wood. Bil l Wiro and myself cut them down 
with a hand saw and then into short pieces with 
a power saw. The wood was sold to local people 
for fourteen dollars a cord. All those trees at the 
hall block today are second growth from the 
ones we cut. The roof was repaired in 1922. 
Then in 1928 they bought a piano, and I in­
stalled a new dance floor that's in the hall now." 

Dances were regularly held all through the 
1920's. Various musicians, including the 
"Hawaiians" from San Diego, Leigh Young 
and others, played for short periods. Then 
beginning in 1930 the dances became very er­
ratic, from one to twelve dances per year. In 1944 
and 1945 the Owls Club was very active again. 
The "Harvey Band", consisting of Fred Harvey, 
Herman Bumann, Mac Brink and Eddie Cole, 
provided most of the music. These war-time 
dances attracted a large number of people in­
cluding many service men. "There was a big 
mixture of people," recalls Arthur D. Cole, "in 

DANCE 
a t O l i v e n h a i n O w l H a l l 

Saturday Evening 

Good Music and Refreshments 
Everybody Cordially Invited 

Posters, such as this half size reproduction, were displayed along roads and other public places. 
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The "Harvey Band", from left to right is Eddie Cole, Herman Bumann, Mac Brink and Fred Harvey. Photo taken 1945. 

addition to the local people; there were men from 
the Coastguard, Marines, Army and Navy who 
came from the convalescent hospital in Rancho 
Santa Fe. Considering this mixture, I think there 
was less trouble at those dances than anywhere in 
San Diego County. Once there was a big fight 
that started in the back of the hall. They fought 
all the way down the steps and were finally on 
the ground. I quick signaled the band and they 
played the Star-Spangled Banner and the fight 
immediately stopped." 

During the 1940's the kerosene lanterns were 
replaced by electric lights. Other alterations in­
cluded a galvanized roof and cement entry 
steps. These improvements were the last major 
contribution made by the Owl Club. After the 
conclusion of World War I I , the Owl Club 

dances became very irregular. Even though they 
continued through 1954, the dances just 
weren't as successful as they had been in 
previous years. A juke box was brought into the 
hall but failed to stir interest. Dances at the 
Olivenhain meeting hall were simply outdated 
by the modern night clubs and dance halls in 
San Diego County. 

After the Owl Club dissolved, the meeting 
hall stood silent and practically abandoned for 
about 18 years. During this idle period vandals 
broke the glass windows, and wood shutters had 
to be installed. 

The next organized group to maintain and ac­
tively use the meeting hall would be the 
Olivenhain Town Council. 
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The Owl Club dances in 1945 attracted many people, both civilian and military. 
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M O D E R N C O N V E N I E N C E S 
The arrival of modern conveniences such as 

the telephone and electricity were delayed to 
Olivenhain, presumably because of its secluded 
location and small population. 

Prior to rural route delivery, the mail was 
transported by horse and buggy from Encinitas 
to the Olivenhain post office located in John 
Berg's general merchandise store. Then in 
about 1910 rural delivery came to Olivenhain. 
"Don Ingersoll was the first rural mail carrier," 
recalls Bruno Denk. "When he first got the route 
he rode a wild horse and had a heck of a time. He 
later used a motorcycle and finally a twelve 
horse-power Maxwell car. Don was the mailman 
until about 1919 and then it went from one per­
son to the next." 

Don Ingersoll delivering mail in his Maxwell motor car. 
Bruno Denk standing on Manchester Avenue, one-eighth mile 
south of Encinitas Boulevard. 

The clatter and chugs of automobiles were 
first heard in Olivenhain in about 1910. With 
great caution, a few residents purchased a motor 
car in 1915 and by 1920 almost everybody owned 
one. The Model T Ford and Overland Roadster 
were the favored early makes and they, along 
with their predecessors, brought the horse and 
buggy days to a close. Motorcycles were also 
very popular. By 1917 the Harley Davidson, 
Excelsior and Thor were a common sight in 
Olivenhain. 

Telephone service was extended from Encini­
tas in 1938 and the convenience of casual con­
versation or business transactions became as 
close as one's own home. 

A few early automobiles from Olivenhain. (Top) Delivering 
milk to the Cardiff railroad depot with a Buick roadster and 
(bottom) an Overland roadster at the Teten ranch. 

An Olivenhain motorcycle gang. From left to right is Herman 
Bumann, Eddie Cole, Henry Cole and Frank Laughter. 
Photo taken 1925. 

Electricity came to Olivenhain in about 1946 
and the dream of electric lighting, appliances 
and even a radio became a reality. But probably 
the greatest benefit from electricity was in the 
refrigeration of perishable foods, particularly 
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meat. Before electricity was available a few peo­
ple had a kerosene or propane refrigerator, but 
most people smoked, pickled or recooked meat 
before each meal. 

W O R L D WAR ONE 
During the Spring of 1918 the United States 

Army used Rancho Santa Fe and outlining areas 
to train infantry soldiers. An entire regiment, 
possibly two or three thousand men, were train­
ed each week and then presumedly sent to 
France where they fought in the ultimate battles 
of World War One. Almost every day they 
marched through Olivenhain, the formation be­
ing four abreast and about a mile long. The 
steady column of foot soldiers was occasionally 
broken by horse mounted officers and covered 

wagons. Besides marching, the soldiers also 
staged many war maneuvers and occasionally 
turned the quiet community of Olivenhain into 
a battle ground. "One time there were about 
two hundred soldiers resting under the trees at 
the meeting hall," recalls Arthur D. Cole. 
"Another large group had seen them and were 
preparing for a surprise attack. But my brother 
and I were walking to school and saw what was 
happening and got so excited we alerted the 
soldiers in the hall block. The battle started 
almost immediately. The attackers shot first 
(both sides used blank ammunition) then those 
in the hall block returned the fire. There was 
really a calamity for awhile. We watched the 
whole battle and really enjoyed it." 

Military on maneuvers marching one-quarter mile north of Encinitas Boulevard, along Rancho Santa Fe Road, in the year 
1918. 
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Olivenhain group enjoying beach picnic in about 1906. 

WHO W E R E T H E Y ? 

The basic population in Olivenhain from 
1887 to 1950 was of German ancestry since the 
majority came during the colony era. These peo­
ple had endured the colony break down and 
developed common occupational trends and. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Chalvet. Location: 200 feet north of 
Fortuna Ranch Road and Bumann Road. 

ion: near north end of Tide Park in Solana Beach. 

during the process, became a very close knit com­
munity. This unity was further strengthened in 
later years when many of the original families 
became related by marriage. 

Considering the many hundreds of people 
that lived in Olivenhain prior to 1950, it's dif­
ficult to know where to begin and where to end. 

Dommes family in 1892. From left to right are Johanna, 
Elsie, Willie, Alexander, Emma and William. 
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who in include and who to exclude. A few peo­
ple resided on the outskirts of Olivenhain long 
before the colony was organized. The Osuna 
family, for instance, occupied the land now 
known as Rancho Santa Fe and Peter Chalvet 
herded flocks of sheep in the Olivenhain valley 
prior to 1884. Even though these people became 
neighbors and good friends with the Olivenhain 
residents, they neither owned nor greatly con­
tributed to the Olivenhain history. Many peo­
ple that did reside in Olivenhain only stayed a 
few years, then moved to distant areas, leaving 
little trace of their prior existence or accom­
plishments. Other families like the Dommes, 
Baechts and Lickerts were established residents 
and farmers in Olivenhain for many years, but 
they also departed and time is gradually erasing 
their story. Then there were those families that 
stayed in Olivenhain for the remainder of their 
lives, likewise with their descendants, and in 
some instances four or more generations of the 
same family have lived in the Olivenhain valley. 
The following seven families settled in the 
Olivenhain valley or adjoining homestead land 
prior to 1900 and stayed for three generations or 
longer. 

B U M A N N 
The Bumanns began their migration to 

America sometime before the Civil War. First to 
arrive was John Christian Bumann. Some time 
after the war John married Eva Barbara in Quin-
cy, Illinois, and years later they moved to 
Denver, Colorado. 

Next to arrive was Frederick August Johann 
Bumann and his second born son Herman Fred­
erick Wilhelm. Both had journeyed from Grosz 
Garz, Germany, in 1882 and quickly settled in 
Denver, Colorado, where Frederick found 
employment in a small tailor shop. 

In May of 1884 John, Frederick and Herman 
joined the Colony Olivenhain and six months 
later all three arrived on the colony land. In due 
time each one selected their five acre farm site: 
John, block 92; Herman, block 64; and Fred­
erick, block 23. 

Emma and Herman Bumann on their wedding day 
December 20, 1893. 

John left the colony soon after his arrival and 
homesteaded at the termination of Fortuna 
Ranch Road. The following year John C. was 
reunited with his wife Eva and their three 
children, John H . , Lena and Minnie. John C. 
and Eva resided on their homestead for the re­
mainder of their lives. 

Frederick remained on his colony block and 
lived in a one room shanty until his death in 
1893. 

Herman remained on the colony land for 
more than a year, residing part of that time with 
Adam Wiegand in the San Elijo flood plain. 
After the Pinther trouble, Herman abandoned 
the colony and eventually sold his colony land. 
He purchased an existing 160 acre homestead 
(located near the termination of Bumann Road) 
from Conrad Stroebel in 1886, paying about $50 
for land and improvements. At first Herman 
only had a small one room shanty, a lean-to barn, 
two horses and a plow, but as time passed more 
buildings were added, the fields cleared and the 
homestead gradually became a working farm. 
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The Herman Bumann homestead ranch in March of 1927. 

In December of 1893, Herman F . Bumann 
married Emma Marie Junker, a former native of 
Harthau, Germany. In the years to follow 
Emma and Herman had twelve children: Marie 
Emilie, Laura Annie, Anna Evelyn, Louise 
Marjorie, Clara Emelyn, Ernest Waldemar, 
Herman Charles, Alta Elizabeth, Emil Fred­
erick, MoUie Lucille, George Theodore (the 
author's father) and William John. All twelve 
children worked their parent's farm and attend­
ed the Olivenhain school during their youth. 

Herman F. dry farmed his fields for more than 
thirty-five years and also sold a variety of 
livestock and poultry goods. The ranch was ex­
panded by purchasing adjoining homesteads 
and eventually included 480 acres. 

In February of 1926 Herman F. passed away 
and was followed by Emma ten years later. All 
the children gradually left the homestead ranch 

except one. Herman C. Bumann continued to 
work the ranch, making farming his lifetime 
career. During World War Two, Herman also 
was away from the ranch for some time in the 
Army and was a combat veteran of battle with 
the enemy on Attn Island, Alaska, in 1943. 

S ILAS C O L E 
Silas Dennison Cole was born December 10, 

1852. His parents were of Dutch descent and 
had resided in Pennsylvania for many years. At 
age twenty-two Silas started West, first to 
Michigan and then to Illinois where he met and 
married Mary Adelade Kent. In 1884 Mary and 
Silas were in Nebraska where their first four 
children, Clarence E . , Hattie M. , Charles and 
Florence M. , were born. Then in 1892 the Cole 
family moved to Del Mar, California, and after a 
few years moved again to Olivenhain. The exact 
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Mary and Silas Cole sometime before 1896. 

date they arrived in Olivenhain is unknown but 
the school register lists the Cole children for the 
first time in fiscal year 1894-1895. Since their 
last son, Gerhart, was born in January of 1894, 
his actual birthplace was probably Del Mar. 

Silas built their home and barns near the 
northeast corner of Lone Jack Road and For­
tuna Ranch Road. He also built a stone 
smokehouse which in the years to follow 
became an unofficial landmark. 

Mary A. Cole passed away in January 1896, 
leaving Silas to raise their five children, who at 
the time were from two to twelve years of age. 
He was a carpenter and farmer by trade but was 
also very versatile and applied his talents to 
many other professions. 

As the children grew older, they married and 
went their separate ways. Clarence E . Cole 
married Amanda C. Koehn and became a pro­
minent farmer in Olivenhain. Hattie M . Cole 

married Joe Hess and for a time they owned a 
grocery store in Olivenhain. Charles Cole mar­
ried Leda C. Winter, a former teacher at the 
Olivenhain school. Florence M . Cole married 
John Peters. Gerhart Cole worked for a mining 
firm in Mexico then moved to Arkansas, Okla­
homa, and finally to Lakeside, California, 
where he passed away in 1965. 

In his senior years Silas resided with his sons 
and daughters in Olivenhain and Lakeside, 
California. Silas died in December of 1938 and 
was laid to rest in the Olivenhain cemetery. 

C L A R E N C E C O L E 
Clarence E . Cole was born in Nebraska on 

May 17, 1884, being the first child to Silas D. 
and Mary A. Cole. In about 1895 Clarence 
moved to Olivenhain with his parents and resid­
ed on the northeast corner of Lone Jack Road 
and Fortuna Ranch Road. 

In about 1904 Clarence married Amanda 
Clara Koehn. Amanda's parents, Wilhelmina 

Clarence Cole family in 1911. From left to right are Aman­
da, Edward, Clarence, Arthur and Henry. 
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The Cole family at their home in about 1923. From left to 
right are Amanda, Henry, Edward and Arthur. Name of boy 
on buggy is not known. 

and Ferdinard, had moved to Ohvenhain in 
March of 1885 being members of the Colony 
Olivenhain. 

For the first few years of their marriage 
Amanda and Clarence lived at Silas Cole's 
ranch where their first son, Arthur D., was born 
in 1906. Then the following year Clarence built 
a new home located near 3177 Lone Jack Road 
(a small grove of eucalyptus trees still marks the 
building site). The Cole family resided at the 
new ranch for approximately six years, and dur­
ing that time Henry F. and Edward C. were 
born. 

Clarence moved his family to Cardiff, Califor­
nia, in 1913 but returned to Olivenhain three 
years later and resided at the water company 
ranch located near the termination of White 
Owl Drive. The Coles stayed at the water com­
pany ranch and farmed the surrounding land 
until the children married and moved to other 
locations. Only one of the three boys, Arthur 
D., stayed in Olivenhain and began a lifetime 
career of farming. 

In later years Amanda lived with her eldest 
son until her death in 1964. Clarence died six 
years later in Chowchilla, California. 

L O U I S D E N K 
Louis Denk was born in Weseritz, Austria, on 

September 9, 1856. He immigrated to America 
and first settled in Chicago and later moved to 
Denver, Colorado. Since Louis was one of the 

first seven members to join the Colony Oliven­
hain on May 21, 1884, he probably resided in 
Denver before the colony was conceived. 

When the first group of colonists arrived on 
the colony land on November 8, 1884, Louis 
was with them. He selected block seven (located 
near Manchester Avenue and Colony Terrace 
Road) for his farm site and was prepared for a 
comfortable future. After the Pinther ordeal, 
Louis remained on his colony land and opened a 
cobbler shop (he was a shoemaker by trade), but 
after the mass exodus from Olivenhain there 
simply weren't enough people to support the 
shoe business and Louis turned to farming. 

In July of 1894 Louis Denk married Helene 
Krause. She was born in Newholdensleben, 
Germany, and came to America with her first 
husband and parents. After the death of her hus-
'oand Helene moved from Texas to California 
and Olivenhain. 

The Louis Denk family in about 1899. From left to right are 
Louis, Bruno, Alex, Helene and Ludwig. 
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Soon after their marriage Helene and Louis 
built a new home located at 4404 Manchester 
Avenue. The original house and related barns 
cover a large area and has been the home for five 
generations of the Denk family. 

Helene and Louis had four children: Alex 
Louis, Bruno, Ludwig Fredrick and Anna 
Marie. All four attended the Olivenhain School 
and worked their father's farm during their 
youth. Only one of the children, Bruno, stayed 
in Olivenhain and began a lifetime career of dry 
farming. 

Louis earned a livelihood by dry farming in 
Olivenhain for more than thirty-five years. Pro­
bably his greatest community achievement was 
when he became president of the Colony Oliven­
hain in 1888 and held that position until the last 
recorded meeting in November of 1897. 

In 1918 Helene and Louis moved to 4241 
Manchester Avenue where they resided for the 
remainder of their senior years. Louis Denk 
passed away in July of 1922 and was followed by 
Helen in October of 1925. 

BRUNO D E N K 
Bruno Denk was born on May 3, 1897, to 

Helene and Louis Denk at their home along 
Manchester Avenue in Olivenhain. He obtained 
his education at the Olivenhain Elementary 
School but the greatest portion of his youth was 
occupied by farm chores, which prepared him 
for a lifetime career in farming. 

Bruno married Alwine Caroline Hauck on 
February 26, 1918. They had known one 
another from childhood since the Hauck family 
also came to Olivenhain during the colony era. 

Herman Otto Hauck immigrated from Ger­
many to America in 1853 and married his first 
wife, Emelie Mobus. In May of 1884 Herman 
joined the Colony Olivenhain and arrived on 
the colony land in November of that same year 
with his wife and two children, Walter R. and 
Harry H . Disappointed by the Pinther trouble, 
Herman moved his family to Vista, California, 
where Alice M . was born. Then in 1888 the 
Hauck family moved back to Olivenhain and 

The Herman Hauck family in about 1892. From left to right 
are Alice, Harry, Herman, Edna and Walter. 

built their home on the southwest corner of 
Rancho Santa Fe Road and Whisper Wind 
Drive. Their fourth child, Edna E . , was born in 
1889 and two years later Mrs. Emelie Hauck 
died. Herman remarried in 1894 to Alwine An-
tonete Roben but she passed away the following 
year giving birth to her surviving daughter, 
Alwine Caroline. 

Soon after her birth Alwine C. Hauck was 
taken in by a childless couple named William 
and Caroline Fauth. The Fauths came to 
Olivenhain in March of 1885, being a member 
of the Colony Olivenhain and built their home 
about a hundred feet south of E l Camino Del 
Norte and Val Sereno Drive, where Alwine re­
sided for the first twenty-three years of her life. 
Times were rough, especially after Mr. Fauth's 
death in 1898, leaving Caroline to raise Alwine 
and forge a meager existence. Mrs. Fauth took 
care of Alwine, but Alwine's father paid for her 
care and she was often at her father's house. 
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Caroline and William Fauth at their ranch located a hundred feet south of El Camino Del Norte and ValSereno Drive. Photo 
taken about 1897. 

Louis Denk retired the same year Alwine and 
Bruno were married and turned over his entire 
farming operation to them. Bruno improved 
and expanded the ranch until it was considered 
one of the largest farming operations in San 
Diego county, encompassing 350 acres owned 
and an additional 1,500 acres leased. 

During his farming career, Bruno also par­
ticipated in a wide range of civil affairs ranging 
from trustee for the San Dieguito Union High 
School to chairman of the Bean Grower's Asso­
ciation. He was also a member of the soil conser­
vation board and received a certificate of merit 
for work on soil and engineering contoured dit­
ches. 

Alwine and Bruno had three children: Daniel 
Herman, Harley Ludwig and June Shirley. All 
three graduated from the Olivenhain School 
and helped work the Denk ranch during their 
youth. Daniel and Harley remained in Oliven­
hain and raised their families. 

In 1955 Alwine and Bruno moved into their 
new home at 4251 Colony Terrace. The follow­
ing year Harley L . took over the Denk farming 
operation, allowing his parents to enjoy a well 
deserved retirement. 

B E R N H A R D R E S E C K 
Bernhard Reseck was born in Germany 

August 20, 1859, and resided for many years in Wedding picture of Alwine and Bruno Denk in 1918. 
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The Reseck family at their homestead ranch in about 1892. Pro, 
Bernhard. 

Rheinsberg where he learned his occupational 
trade as carpenter Sometime during his early 
twenties Bernhard immigrated to America and 
settled in Chicago. He found work at the Pull­
man Car Shop and applied his carpentry talents 
at building railroad cars. While in Chicago Ber­
nhard met and married a German born girl 
named Anna Brokop. 

After their marriage Anna and Bernhard 
joined the Colony Olivenhain and in February 
of 1885 arrived on the colony land with their 
first born son, Adolph T. They chose block 
number five for their colony farm site and 

t left to right are Martha, Adolph, Anna, Frank, Nellie and 

prepared for a prosperous future. In the months 
to follow Bernhard constructed many homes 
and shanties on the colony land. 

The Pinther trouble shattered the expecta­
tions of the Reseck family. They abandoned 
their colony land and homesteaded a 160 acre 
section near the termination of Lone Jack Road. 
The house and barns were constructed on the 
north side of Dove Hollow Road about three 
tenths mile east of Lone Jack Road. The Reseck 
Ranch (in later years known as the Lone Jack 
Ranch) was considered one of the best in the 
Olivenhain area. Bernhard seasonally planted 
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The Lone Jack 

his fields to wheat, barley, corn and oats but also 
sold many other farm products including dairy 
produce and poultry goods. 

From 1886 to 1901 Anna gave birth to ten of 
the eleven Reseck children: Nellie M. , Martha 
A., Frank J . , Edward E . , Fred C , Alex D., 
Agnes L . , John Louise E . , and Benard T. All the 
children attended the Olivenhain School and 
worked their parent's farm during their youth. 

Bernhard sold the homestead ranch in 1909 
and moved his family to Paradise Valley, 
California (located near National City) where 
Anna passed away in 1910. In later years Bern-
hard moved to San Diego and then to Los 
Angeles where he passed away in March of 
1951. 

A L E X R E S E C K 
Only one of the Reseck children followed his 

father's footsteps and pursued a life of farming 
and carpentry. Alex Donald Reseck returned to 

nch in 1909. 

the Lone Jack Ranch in 1913 and farmed ambi­
tiously until 1918. After his military service in 
World War One Alex leased the Lone Jack 
Ranch in 1920 and during that same year mar­
ried Clara Emelyn Bumann. The young couple 
farmed the Lone Jack Ranch for five years, rely­
ing heavily on field crops, poultry and twenty 
milk cows to provide an income. 

In 1925 Clara, Alex and their baby daughter, 
Violet, moved a short distance north of the Lone 
Jack Ranch where Alex found work at the Enci­
nitas Copper Mine. This is where Alex began 
his career in carpentry work and in years to 
follow obtained a sizeable homestead. Even 
though the mine closed after a few months, the 
Resecks resided at the mining camp for many 
more years. During this time Alex built an in­
creasing number of homes and barns in the sur­
rounding communities, eventually making 
carpentry work his permanent occupation. 
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Alex Reseck's homestead ranch in about 1939. 

A converted mining shack became a comfortable home for 
Clara, Alex and Violet Reseck. Photo taken in 1940. 

In the early 1930s Alex discovered that the 
mining claims had expired so he filed claim 
using the homestead act and was awarded 230 
acres. This was probably the last section of land 
obtained by the homestead act in the Olivenhain 
area. 

The Reseck family moved to Cardiff in 1945 
and after a few years moved to Encinitas where 
Alex and Clara built their permanent home. 

F R I E D R I C H T E T E N 
The date and birthplace of Friedrich Wie-

helm Teten is unknown, but considering his 
fluent German and age of death he was probably 

born in Germany in about 1856. He later mar­
ried Anna J . Alting and resided in Chicago and 
Barton County, Kansas, where their first eight 
children were born. But tragedy struck the 
Teten family and six of the children died at very 
young ages. 

In March of 1892 Friedrich Teten joined the 
Colony Olivenhain and arrived that same year 
on the colony land with his expecting wife and 
two children, Margaret Anna and John jUrgen 
Jacob. They had previously selected their farm 
site via mail correspondence. This particular 
parcel of land originally belonged to Theodore 
Pinther, and after a short time Friedrich moved 
the old Pinther house from its original location to 
211 Rancho Santa Fe Road. 

Soon after their arrival, Friedrich constructed 
a blacksmith shop and exercised his trade for 
about ten years. He also dry farmed his land to 
supplement the deficient but steady income 
from the smithing business. 

From 1892 to 1897 Anna gave birth to three 
children: William Johnson, Carl Friedrich and 
Marie. All five of the Teten children were 
educated at the Olivenhain School and worked 
the family farm during their youth. In later 
years Margaret married Melby Laughter, John 
married Laura A. Bumann, William married 
Alta E . Bumann, Marie married several times 
and Carl remained a bachelor. 

Friedrich was stricken by tuberculosis in his 

Early photograph (before 1900) of Teten ranch at 211 Rancho 
Santa Fe Road looking west. 
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Friedrich Teten family in about 1900. From left to right is 
William, Friedrich, Margaret, Marie, Anna, John and Carl. 

mid forties and gradually regressed until his 
death in 1903. Anna kept the family together 
and with the help of the older children con­
tinued the Teten farming operation for many 
years. During her senior years, Anna resided 
with her youngest son until her death in 1927. 

J O H N T E T E N / H A R V E Y M I L L E R 
John JUrgen Jacob Teten was born November 

28, 1889, in Barton County, Kansas. He moved 
to Olivenhain with his parents in 1892 and 
resided at 211 Rancho Santa Fe Road, which 
became his permanent home. John was thirteen 
years old when his father passed away, and he 
ambitiously took over the farming labors, grad­
ually taking over the entire farming operation 
which he worked for the remainder of his life. 

In November of 1917 Johnny married Laura 
Anna Bumann and in August of 1918 they had 
their first child, Viola Annie, but a tragic acci­
dent took her life before reaching two years of 

John Teten family in about 1943. From left to right is 
Gladys, Roger, John, Laura and Evelyn. 

age. In 1920 Evelyn Louise was born, followed 
by Gladys Laura in 1926 and Roger John in 
1928. The children grew up on the ranch and at­
tended the Olivenhain School. 

Johnny and Laura dry farmed their land with 
hay, grain and beans. They raised a moderate 
number of cattle, thousands of turkeys and New 
Hampshire Red laying hens, selling five thou­
sand dozen eggs each year. John also started a 
crop harvesting business in the mid 1930's and 
serviced various farms in the San Dieguito dis­
trict. His equipment included both bean and 
grain threshing machines and a hay baler. In 
1939 John purchased a grain harvesting com­
bine and Cletrac tractor. That year the harvest­
ing business took John and his helpers as far as 
E l Cajon. 

John's health began to fail in the late 1940's 
and gradually worsened until his death in May 
of 1956. Laura remarried to Harvey Archie 

Laura and Harvey Miller at their home in 1974. 

Miller. Following their marriage they lived on 
the ranch where they continued to farm. They 
planted the last crop of lima beans in 1975. 
Laura and Harvey gradually began their retire­
ment maintaining only a few cows and growing 
spectacular vegetable gardens at their home 
along Rancho Santa Fe Road. Laura passed away 
in March of 1979. 

C A R L T E T E N 
Carl Friedrich Teten was born on January 8, 

1895, and recalls "It was three o'clock in the 
morning, I remember that. I saw the clock on 
the wall." Carl lived at his parents' ranch until 

71 



If you're greeted by Carl Teten in this manner, don't worry, 
he enjoys friends and rarely shoots. 

1921 when he and his mother moved. They first 
lived in a small house near the Teten ranch and 
the following year moved to the former Baecht 
house located at the termination of " F " Street 
in Olivenhain, which became their permanent 
home. Carl dry farmed in Olivenhain for many 
years and also enjoyed a variety of other occupa­
tions including driving stage to Imperial Coun­
ty. He prefers the solitary life as a bachelor, but 
yet enjoys occasional visits by friends whom he 
smothers with his endless humon 

A D A M W I E G A N D F A M I L Y 
Adam Wiegand was born in Wittenberg, Ger­

many, in 1851. At the age of nineteen he fought 
in the Prussian War and was later captured and 
imprisoned by the French. Adam managed to 
escape and board a sailing ship destined for the 
United States. He first settled in South Dakota 
and then moved to Chicago where he found 
employment at the Union Meat Packing Com­
pany. During his employment at Chicago, 
Adam resided at a boarding house where he met 
and courted Christiana Schmidt. 

In 1885 Adam and several other workers at 
the meat packing company became interested in 
a newly founded German colony in California. 
Both Christiana and Adam saved as much 
money as possible and in February of 1885 
Adam joined the Colony Olivenhain. In April of 
1885 Adam arrived on the colony land and se­
lected blocks 48 and 49 for their future home. 

Christiana arrived several months later in San 
Diego where she and Adam were married. 

Their return to Olivenhain was disappoint­
ing. The Pinther scandal had been discovered 
and the whole colony was in an uproan Adam 
and Christiana soon discovered their existing 
land deed was worthless, so with great frustra­
tion they abandoned the colony land and filed 
for a 160 acre homestead located two miles east 
of Olivenhain. They built their home on the 
east side of Aliso Canyon Road where their five 
children, Alwin, Elizabeth, Herman, Amelia 
and Fritz, were born. 

In 1903 the Wiegands were offered a good 
price for their homestead ranch so they sold and 
moved back into Olivenhain to what is known as 
the water company ranch (located near the ter­
mination of White Owl Drive). 

They rented the water company ranch for 
about three years and during that time built a 
new home and barns near 3748 Manchester 
Avenue. The 246 acre ranch along Manchester 
Avenue became the permanent home for the 
Adam Wiegand family. As the children grew 
older, Elizabeth Wiegand married Lucas Scott 
and Amelia Wiegand married Alex Lux. The 
three boys also married and went their separate 
ways. Both Herman and Alwin became promi­
nent farmers in the Olivenhain area. 

The Wiegand family at their homestead ranch is about 1893. 
From left to right is Christiana, Amelia, Adam, Herman, 
Elizabeth and Alwin. 
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After a very full and rewarding life, Adam 
Wiegand passed away on December 26, 1921, 
and was followed 29 years later by Christiana. 

H E R M A N W I E G A N D 
Herman Wiegand was born at his father's 

homestead ranch located along Aliso Canyon 
Road on April 15, 1890. 

Herman Wiegand at age 84 examining some calves. 

In November of 1903 Adam and Christiana 
sold the ranch and moved back to Olivenhain. 
Herman vividly remembers that day seventy-
three years later " I walked out of the gate and 
took a last look, then turned around and walked 
away." Herman's permanent place of residence 
became his father's new ranch along Man­
chester Avenue. 

At age 23 Herman became interested in a girl 
named Mary Anna Meyer, who at the time 
resided in Orange, Califronia. His weekly court­
ing visits were accomplished by railroad which 
kept Herman very busy until they were married 
in 1914. 

After their honeymoon trip at Santa Catalina, 
Mary and Herman moved into their new home 
located at 3748 Manchester Avenue, which 
Adam Wiegand had built for them as a wedding 
gift. In the years to follow Mary and Herman 
were blessed with two daughters, Mildred C. and 
Mary Ann E . , and one son, William H . 

Herman dry farmed many acres in Olivenhain 
and outlining areas, beans being the main com­
mercial crop. But probably his greatest interest 
was in cattle, which he raised for approximately 
sixty years. 

In December of 1969 Mary passed away, leav­
ing Herman and his first daughter, Mildred, at 
the Wiegand home along Manchester Avenue. 

A L W I N W I E G A N D 
Alwin Wiegand was born March 7, 1887, be­

ing the first of five children of Christiana and 
Adam Wiegand. At age seventeen he left his 
birth place along Aliso Canyon Road and 
moved to Olivenhain with his parents, brothers 
and sisters. Alwin resided and helped farm his 
father's ranch located near 3748 Manchester 
Avenue until he was twenty-eight years old. 

During his later bachelorhood, Alwin was in­
troduced to Frieda Wiehle. After courting for 
some time, Frieda and Alwin were married on 
Oct. 26, 1914, in the San Bernardino Lutheran 
Church. They moved into their new home loca­
ted at 1355 E l Camino Real which was a wed­
ding gift given to them by Adam Wiegand. This 
became their place of residence for the re­
mainder of their lives. 

Alwin Wiegand in his senior years. 
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Their six children. Marguerite E . , John H. , 
James A., Daniel H . , Carl F . , and Harold D., at­
tended the Green Valley Elementary School and 
helped work the farm. 

During his farming career Alwin was a very 
ambitious worker and expected his fellow 
workers to share his enthusiasm. He started 
farming beans along Green Valley and with the 
help of his boys gradually expanded the farming 
operation to include 10,000 acres. 

Alwin's civic endeavors ranged from serving 
as chairman of the board on the Olivenhain 
Municipal Water District to a board member for 
the Bank of America in Encinitas (then located 
on the northeast corner of Highway 101 and 
" D " Street). 

Frieda passed away October 1, 1968. Alwin 
suffered several strokes during that same year 
which slowed down his lifestyle, and his death 
came in December of 1973. 

W I L H E L M WIRO 
About 1879, Wilhelm Wiro and Wilhelmina 

Bachaus recited their marriage vows in Han­
nover, Germany, and began a lifetime adven­
ture which led them to Olivenhain. They shared 
a growing desire to immigrate to America, but 
family ties temporarily kept them in Hannover 
where their first two children, Sophie K . and 
William, were born. 

Around 1882 Wilhelm could wait no longer, 
so he sailed to America and settled in Chicago 
where he found employment in a small butcher 
shop. Wilhelmina and the two children joined 
him a year later The Wiro family stayed in 
Chicago for several years, and during that time 
William suffered from whooping cough and 
died before his second birthday. Wilhelm and 
Wilhelmina had their third child in 1884 whom 
they named Lena. 

In late 1884 Wilhelm became interested in the 
Colony Olivenhain and pledged his member­
ship on November 30. Forty-five days later the 
Wiro family arrived on the colony land and 
selected block seventy for their farm site. A 
house was soon constructed on their colony 

Wilhelm Wiro in his senior years. 

block (located at 778 Rancho Santa Fe Road) 
where Frederich William and Charles Peter 
were born. 

Wilhelm dry farmed his fields for twenty-five 
years, raising a variety of crops including oats, 
corn and hay. The Wiro farm was gradually ex­
panded and by 1910 contained two hundred 
acres. 

Wilhelmina passed away in October of 1908. 
Wilhelm remarried in 1910 but financial pro­
blems caused a divorce within the year. Wilhelm 
sold the ranch to his eldest son in 1911 and 
traveled to Australia where he stayed for a year, 
then returned to the United States and resided 
in Santa Rosa, California. In 1917 Wilhelm 
moved back to Olivenhain and lived with his 
eldest son Frederich for the remainder of his 
senior years. Wilhelm Wiro passed away in 
March of 1927. 
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B I L L WIRO 
Frederick William Wiro (usually known as 

Bill Wiro) was born January 25, 1887, being the 
fourth of five children to Wilhelm and 
Wilhelmina Wiro. His birthplace was in the 
Wiro home located at 778 Rancho Santa Fe 
Road in Olivenhain where he resided for the re­
mainder of his life. Bill only completed the 
fourth grade at the Olivenhain School since 
farm chores occupied much of his youthful 
years. At age 24 Bill purchased his father's 200 
acre farm which he and his younger brother 
(Charlie) jointly dry farmed for several years. 

In 1916 Bill became interested in a neighbor­
ing girl named Marie Emilie Bumann. After a 
memorable courtship they eloped and were 
married on November 20, 1916. Marie and Bill 
journeyed to Santa Rosa, California, for their 
honeymoon and visited Bil l 's father, then 
returned to their home in Olivenhain. In the 

Marie and Bill Wiro at their ranch in 1927. 

years to follow, Marie and Bill were blessed 
with two children, William Herman and Clara 
Louise. Both children graduated from the 
Olivenhain School and then attended the 
Oceanside High School where they completed 
their high school education. 

Bill dry farmed his fields and occasionally 
leased additional land. He farmed oats, hay and 
lima beans for more than forty years. Probably 
his best crop production was in 1917 when he 
threshed 499 sacks of limas which sold at 13f a 
pound. 

On January 4, 1956, Bill Wiro suffered a fatal 
heart attack and passed away in the same room 
where he was born. Marie never remarried and 
remained at the Wiro home at 778 Rancho San­
ta Fe Road where she resided until she passed 
away in March of 1980. 

C H A R L I E WIRO 
Charles Peter Wiro was born February 2, 

1890, being the last child born to Wilhelmina 
and Wilhelm Wiro. He obtained his formal edu­
cation at the Olivenhain School, but, like his 
brothers and sisters, much of Charlie's youth 
was occupied by farming chores. 

In 1909 Charlie married Ruth Casserette, 
who previously resided in Colorado Springs, 
Coloardo. Three years after their marriage Ruth 
and Charles moved to Chowchilla, California, 
but returned to Olivenhain in 1917. For the first 
few years they resided at the old Seewer house 
(then located near the northwest corner of Lone 
Jack Road and " E " Street), then they moved the 
house to 704 Rancho Santa Fe Road where the 
Wiro family lived for more than sixty years. 

During his farming career, Charlie raised the 
usual Olivenhain crops including oats, barley 
and beans. He also operated a crop harvesting 
business in 1917 with his elder brother. 

Ruth and Charlie had four children, Martha 
Wilhelmina, Vernice Ruth, Robert Charles and 
Richard Bedford. All four children attended the 
Olivenhain School and helped work their 
parents' farm during their youth. 

Charlie's health failed during his senior years 
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and he finally entered a convalescent home in 
Ramona, California, where he passed away in 
November of 1950. Ruth never remarried and 
remained at the Wiro ranch with her youngest 
son for many more years. 

A F E W O T H E R S 
Then there were a few people whose personal­

ities or actions added a little color to an other­
wise routine farming community. 

George Tausch was a glassblower by trade and 
came to Olivenhain as a colonist in 1884. He 
was a bachelor and resided at 2566 E l Camino 
Del Norte where he stayed for the remainder of 
his life. "George was a strong supporter of the 
wine industry," recalls Marie E . Wiro. "One 
time he had been drinking heavily and decided 
to draw a pail of water from the cistern. He 
leaned over the edge and suddenly fell in. There 
was enough water to cushion his fall but it was 

raining that night and the cistern began to fill 
up. Hours later he was standing in deep water; it 
was pretty well up to his neck. George yelled 
and yelled for help and was finally rescued." 

Conrad Gut came to Olivenhain in the 1880's 
and built his home near the stream in the San 
Ehjo flood plain. "Conrad was a kind old man," 
recalls Laura A. Miller, "and loved children. He 
had a habit of carrying a pink geranium in his 
mouth. He didn't smoke but almost always had 
a geranium. His house was built high off the 
ground but not high enough for one of those big 
floods. When the water began flowing through 
his house, Conrad had to climb a high tree. He 
was rescued the following morning by neigh­
bors." 

John Etzelstorfer came to Olivenhain in 1885, 
being a member of the colony. Some people say 
he was highly educated and dabbled in politics 
back East. John and his wife Kate resided in a 

Everybody dressed in their Sunday best at the Tausch ranch. 
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Conrad Gut holding Bill Teten while Margaret Teten, John Teten and Walter Hauck stand by. Photo taken about 1896. 

small house on the northeast corner of Rancho D O C T O R 
Santa Fe Road and Encinitas Boulevard where Olivenhain never had a resident medical doc-
Kate passed away in 1901. John remained in tor; therefore, the people largely depended on 
Olivenhain for many more years, earning a their own ability to treat injuries, illnesses and 
small but substantial income on his property. deliver babies. Many improvised remedies were 

employed including homemade salve and medi­
cinal teas.A doctors was called i f the injury or 
illness was of a serious nature. For many years 
the closest doctor was located in Escondido or 
San Diego. Then in 1905 Dr. R . S . Reid 
established a business in Oceanside and served 
the Olivenhain area until Dr. Charles V. Lind­
say came to Encinitas in 1926. 

C H U R C H 
Church services were usually held in the 

school house and occasionally in a private 
. , , home. The meeting hall was rarely used as a 

John Etzelstorfer by his house in about 1925. Location: nor- . , 7̂  , , o n \ 
theast corner of Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe church prior tO the 1940 S. Some of the very ear-
Road. ly services were conducted by local residents. 
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Then beginning in about 1906 traveling Luth­
eran ministers came to Olivenhain once to twice 
a month; these included Pastor Limebrook and 
Pastor Paul Scherf from San Diego and Pastor 
L . H . Jagels from Escondido. 

C E M E T E R Y 
In 1891 Mrs. Emihe Hauck was buried in the 

Olivenhain cemetery located near the termina­
tion of Colony Terrace. This was the first burial 
on the property formerly set aside by the col­
onists for a graveyard. During the next eighty-
five years, one hundred and thirty-three other 
people were buried, including most of the origi­
nal settlers of Olivenhain and many of their 
descendants. The cemetery is still active and 
several graves are added each year. 

Partial view of the Olivenhain cemetery. 

The one and nine-tenths acre cemetery is 
owned and maintained primarily by the descen­
dants of the original settlers. There is no 
caretaker since lawns and flower gardens were 
never planted. When a death occurs the remain­
ing family is required to make all necessary ar­
rangements, including digging the grave, order­
ing rough box, and grave closure. 

For eighty years the cemetery was managed 
by volunteer help. The land deed was held in 
trust by the Denk and Wiro families and passed 
from father to son for three generations. Then 
in the summer of 1971 the Olivenhain Ceme­
tery Council was formed and incorporated in 
November of that same year. Per the articles of 

incorporation, "The specific and primary pur­
pose for which the corporation is formed is to 
perpetuate ownership and management of the 
Olivenhain cemetery." 

Annual weed hoeing and clean-up. Photo taken 1974. 

Due to the limited amount of usable land in 
the cemetery, all future sites are reserved for 
direct descendants and the immediate families 
of those already buried. 

M I N I N G 
In 1887 a copper deposit was discovered near 

the termination of Lone Jack Road. A mine was 
developed by the Encinitas Copper Company 
and sporadically produced a low grade of cop­
per ore until 1917. The mine consisted of three 
vertical shafts, two horizontal shafts and a 
small processing mill to concentrate the ore. 
Processed ore was hauled by horsedrawn 
wagons to Cardiff and loaded on railroad cars. 

Vandalized marker near the Pearl Placer Mine. 
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Walter H. MacKinnon (far right), Silas Cole (far left) and remaining workcrew in front of vertical shaft at the Encinitas Copper mine. 
Photo taken between 1901 and 1905. 

The foreman, Waher H . MacKinnon, and a 
work force of five to twelve men produced 
about 5,000 pounds of copper in 1905. The 
mine then closed until World War I when cop­
per prices jumped to 27^ a pound. From 1915 
to 1917 an estimated 7,000 pounds of copper 
was extracted and the main shaft was reported 
to be 400 feet deep. The mine closed in 1917 
and has not been profitably worked since. An 
attempt to reactivate the mine in 1925 failed. 
Alex D. Reseck recalled timbering some of the 
shafts and helped pump the main shaft down to 
200 feet but no ore was produced. Even though 
copper is still present in the mine, it is very low 
grade and cannot be profitably mined. The 
shafts have been blasted closed for safety 
reasons and will probably never be reopened. 

The Encinitas mine was the largest mine in 
the Olivenhain area but not the only mine. At 
least four open pit clay mines, including the 
Vitrified and the Pearl Placer, were profitably 
worked from the early 1920's to 1940. These 
mines produced many tons of clay, claystone 
and shale, which was processed into firebrick, 
stoneware, and pottery. The Vitrified mine 
(located Vi mile northeast of Rancho Santa Fe 
Road and Lone Jack Road), was opened in the 
fall of 1922 by Alex D. Reseck, Fritz Wiegand, 
and Art D. Cole. Two open pits were estab­
lished, each one measuring approximately 150 
feet wide by 100 feet long and 45 feet deep. 
"The three of us," Art Cole remembers, "hauled 
out 50 tons a day for months at that mine. The 
shale was blasted loose, then wheelbarrowed to 
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Vitrified open pit mine. Photo taken 1976. 

a bunker and dumped. A truck hauled the shale 
to Cardiff where it was loaded on a railroad car 
and taken to the Vitrified Products Company 
near Old Town in San Diego. After quite a 
while we put in a track and had a cast iron cart 
which made the work a little easier." "Produc­
tion became very erratic in the 1930's," recalls 
Herman Bumann. "The Vitrified Products 
Company ordered a railroad car load every one 
to three months and finally the mine was aban­
doned." 

For approximately twenty years the Vitrified 
mine was completely deserted, then motorcy­
clists found the steep sides suitable for hill 
climbing and the echo of motorcycles filled the 
air for 10 years. The "pits," as they were call­
ed, offered challenging, exhaust-amplified en­
joyment for the motorcyclist, but the surroun­
ding homeowners weren't as enthusiastic and 
today the mine is again silent. 

F A R M I N G 
Farming was the main occupation in Oliven­

hain for approximately seventy years. All crops 
were dry farmed which depended on seasonal 
rainfall for irrigation. The colonists began 
farming grain and corn no later than 1887, thus 
establishing a food supply and a financial in­
come. Oats, corn and barley were the main 
commercial crops farmed in Olivenhain prior 
to 1910. Some wheat and potatoes were also 
grown but not on a large scale. Livestock feed 

such as oat hay was always in demand and 
routinely planted or harvested from volunteer 
fields. 

Corn was the favored crop, and fields from 
five to thirty-five acres speckled the Olivenhain 
landscape from mid March to September. 

The children usually suckered the corn and 
that was one job they really hated. " A stalk 
could have as many as ten or twelve suckers," 
recalls Carl Teten, "and they all had to be cut 
off with a knife. I had to stoop over all day and 
cut one row and then the next. I didn't have 
shoes and in that black soil my feet would burn 
so bad it made me cry." Corn was usually har­
vested in September. "There would be four of 
us husking corn," recalls Herman Wiegand, "and 
we filled two wagons each day. The corn had to 
be dried, then shelled. I had a two hole sheller 
that worked pretty darn good." 

Some of the early harvesting and threshing 
techniques used on grain were fatiguing and 
time consuming. Flailing was one threshing 
technique used in Olivenhain before the advent 
of mechanized machinery. To thresh grain 
using the flail method the stalks are placed in an 
open top wooden enclosure and lightly tamped 
with a wooden mallet. The flail consisted of a 
hardwood club, usually three inches square by 
two feet long. The club is attached to a wood 
handle by a leather strap or some other type of 
flexible hinge. The handle, which is usually five 

Herman Bumann demonstrates the flail method which he us­
ed to thresh grain and beans. Photo taken 1976. 
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Heading grain, three-tenths mile west of Rt 

feet long, was grasped by both hands and swung 
in a half circular motion repeatedly. The im­
pacting blows of the club shook the kernels from 
the stalks. After the grain was separated the 
straw, grain and chaff were removed from the 
bin and replaced by an unthreshed load. The 
flail method was very fatiguing, and eight 
bushels of grain was considered a good day's 
work for a man. 

The threshing floor is another early technique 
which was used in the Olivenhain area. It con­
sisted of a leveled and tamped earth floor on 
which the harvested crop is threshed by means 
of a pounding action. Peter Chalvet used the 
simplest version of a threshing floor known in 
the Olivenhain area. It consisted of an earth 

Santa Fe Road and El Camino Del Norte. 

dugout about thirty feet wide and thirty feet 
long. The unthreshed stalks were placed on the 
threshing floor about a foot deep. Then two 
horses walked or trotted on the crop, thus 
pounding the stalks and causing the kernels to 
separate. Chalvet stood in the center of the floor 
and brought the horses closer on each revolu­
tion. After the kernels had completely sepa­
rated, the straw was removed. The remaining 
grain and chaff was further separated by tossing 
them into the air. The chaff was carried away by 
the wind but the grain fell back to the ground, 
clean and ready for market. 

A modified version of the threshing floor was 
used by the Reseck family, and Alex D. Reseck 
gave this detailed explanation: "Our threshing 
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floor was about two hundred feet in diameter 
To prepare the floor we'd haul in water and 
level it with a float. When it dried it was almost 
like pavement, it was clean and slick. Then 
we'd get six to eight wagonloads of wheat, 
barley or whatever we were threshing and pile 
it up about two feet high on the threshing floor. 
The actual threshing was done with a wooden 
roller about twenty-eight inches in diameter 
and twelve feet long, which was pulled by two 
horses. The roller had two- by four-inch boards 
nailed along its outside circumference which 
created a pounding effect as it turned. When 
the horses first got on the threshing floor they 
would be knee deep in the crop, but after going 
around several times the roller pressed it down 
and began shaking the kernels from the stalks. 
It took about three hours on a good hot day to 

thresh the kernels from the stalks. Then the 
straw was removed and piled on a separate 
stack. What remained on the threshing floor 
was a mixture of kernels, chaff, and unthreshed 
stalks which had to be rolled again. After the 
grain was completely separated from the stalks 
it was ready for the fanning mill. We'd haul the 
chaff and grain to the fanning mill in five 
gallon buckets. My father turned the crank on 
the mill while my mother slowly poured the 
buckets of grain into the top of the fanning 
mill. The chaff was blown away but the grain 
fell straight through since it was heavier. The 
grain was then put in sacks and taken to the 
barn. We could thresh one setting (threshing 
floor) per day using this method and would 
usually get thirty-five to forty sacks of grain. 
Some years we'd thresh for two months or 

A contented workcrew pauses in about 1911. Gerhart Cole standing on horse, Florence Peters in doorway of cook wagon, John Peters, 
Hattie Hess and Joe Hess on steps, Clarence Cole sitting on barrel, Charles Cole sitting on horse and Theodore Fidero holding team in 
background. Location: one-quarter mile southeast of Rancho Santa Fe Road and Seventh Street. 
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Harvest time, June 9, 1935. Herman C. Bumann cutting barley with a 1899 or 1900 McCormick Daisy reaper. 

more and our biggest harvest was one thousand 
six hundred sacks in one season." 

The harvested grain was either sold or con­
sumed by the local families. "Flour for the 
bread," recalls Mrs. Christiana Wiegand during 
an interview with a San Dieguito Citizen news­
paper reporter, "was obtained from the grain 
grown on the place. We hauled it by wagon to 
Pala where it was milled into flour in the old 
water mill on the Rincon Indian Reservation. 
The trip took three or four days and had to be 
made when there was enough water to turn the 
mill wheels. Several of the ranchers banded 
together to haul the grain over and the flour 
back to their homes." 

After several years many of the Olivenhain 
farmers expanded their farms by renting or pur­
chasing additional acreage. By 1890 some of the 

prominent farmers were beginning to emerge, 
these included Louis Denk, Adam Wiegand, 
John Lickert, and William Wiro. Improved 
farming techniques and machinery led to 
greater crop production and financial reward. 
The introduction of horse drawn machinery in­
cluding the mower, header, reaper and hay press 
increased field production and decreased labon 

In 1895 Adam Wiegand purchased a Buffalo 
Pitts threshing machine and became the first 
person in Olivenhain to own a thresher. The 
rotary power needed to drive this thresher was 
produced with a device called a horsepower. 
Wiegands had two horsepowers, one was a four 
sweep and the other was a six sweep. The six 
sweep horsepower had six wood spokes extend­
ing about twelve feet from the center pivot. As 
many as three horses were harnessed to each 
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Bruno Denk operating a Milwaukee reaper in 1919. Early harvesting outfit and work crew. 

Heading grain near the intersection of Bumann Road and Fortuna Ranch Road. John Teten on header Carl Teten and Carl Finch on 
header wagon. The unique push feature of a header eliminated crop damage from the draft team and was a very effective crop cutting 
machine. Height of sickle bar was adjustable to reduce straw length and therefore increase percentage of grain heads. Operator controlled 
header by horse reins and rudder wheel which was turned by rudder board held between his legs. Most headers cut a 14 foot swath and 
were powered by a six horse team. The header wagon was driven along side of header and received load from the elevator spout. A fully 
loaded wagon would transport cut crop to a common pile where it was later threshed by a stationary threshing machine. Usually two 
header wagons were required for each header Header wagons were pulled by a four horse team. 
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Alex D. Reseck mowing oat hay in about 1922. 

spoke. The horses walked in a circle around the 
pivot, and as the pivot turned, a series of large 
gears turned a tumbler shaft which extended 
from the pivot to a massive flywheel located 
beyond the horses. The flywheel was about six 
feet in diameter and weighed hundreds of 
pounds. A long flat belt connected the flywheel 
to the threshing machine. "The sweep tender," 
recalls Herman Wiegand, "stood on the pivot on 
the horsepower. When the men running the 
thresher needed more power, they yelled at the 

tender and he whipped the horses. Those poor 
horses followed each other for hours and had to 
breathe each other's dust." 

Horse teams were essential and each farm had 
from four to twenty work horses. The horses 
were a very mixed breed since purebreds were 
expensive and hard to obtain. A few people 
preferred mules, and it's interesting that some 
people wouldn't own a mule while others 
wouldn't trade a mule for a half dozen horses. 
The Olivenhain farmers usually raised three or 
four colts each year to replenish or expand their 
teams. Breaking the horses and mules for field 
work involved a variety of individual tech­
niques, and Carl Teten used an unusual but (per 
Carl) very effective method. "To break mules, 
I 'd harness them to a plow. I f they acted up or 
slowed down, I 'd beat them on the rear with a 
chain. I never hit them after they were broke, all 
I had to do was rattle the chain." Gas engines 
and tractors eventually replaced work horses, 
but the transition was very slow and was not 
totally complete in Olivenhain until the mid 
1940's. 

Work horse teams provided a necessary service and were used in Olivenhain through the mid 1940's. Some farmers had only a 
few horses, but others like Alwin Wiegand (shown in photo) owned twenty or more. 
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Baling hay with a horse-powered press makes a long and hard day. Eighteen tons was considered a good day's work. Average bale weight 
was about 150 pounds, making maximum production about 240 bales per day. Photograph taken % mile southwest of Rancho Santa 
Fe Road and Olivenhain Road in about 1909. This outfit was probably owned by the Cole family since Florence and Hattie Cole are 
photographed with remaining workcrew. 

Excellent example of a horse-powered hay press. Power was obtained from sweep team which was driven around center pivot. As the 
pivot cam turned, a plunger shaft was caused to oscillate in and out, usually two times per revolution of the sweep team. The plunger 
shaft extended along the ground to the hopper (about 14 feet away) and required the team to step over it on every revolution. When the 
plunger was retracted, hay was quickly forked into the hopper and usually compacted by foot. As the sweep team advanced, the ram 
closed and produced one flake in the bale. A bale usually consisted of twelve flakes and therefore required six revolutions of the sweep 
team. The completed bale was hand tied with wire and then removed from the press. 
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Although gas engines powered the larger threshing machines, they were often moved from place to place by horse teams. 



Baling straw on Bumann ranch, August 1, 1935. William H. 
Wiro driving horses. Herman C. Bumann feeding press. George 
T. Bumann standing on right with fork. William F. Wiro sitting 
tying wires on bale and dog Mickey behind him. Other man on 
derrick wagon with back turned is perhaps Fritz Wiegand. 

The introduction of power driven farm 
machinery was a blessing to the farmers. Gus 
Larcin chugged into Olivenhain on his steam 
powered tractor in 1904 and was soon followed 
by a parade of early tractors including a 
kerosene fueled Hart-Parr and a Hok 30. These 
early tractors were characterized by poor 
drawbar performance but were immensely su­
perior to horses when used for belt work to 
power threshing machines and hay presses. Hay 
baling capacity alone was increased from eigh­
teen tons a day to sixty tons per day. But the 
Olivenhain farmers would soon learn the ever 
present dangers associated with power machi­
nery. "The first person in Olivenhain to own a 
tractor and power press was Emil Licker," 
recalls Marie Wiro. "He borrowed thousands of 
dollars to purchase the equipment and was 
heavily in debt. During harvest time Emil was 
very busy. He hired a work crew and baled hay 
wherever he found work. He was a very hard 
working man and to save a little time would 
usually oil the baler while it was running. On a 
July afternoon in 1908 Emil was oiling the hay 
press and his trousers got caught in some large 
gears. He was jerked into the machine and both 
legs were ground off just below the hip line. 

Grain threshing with the aid of an early gas engine. Photo taken about 1910. 
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Han-Parr tractor and baler in background which tragically took the life of Emil Lickert. Photo taken in 1908. 

Emil died the following morning leaving a wife 
and small child." The tragedy of Emil Lickert 
was never forgotten but couldn't stop the 
onslaught of power driven machinery. The 
1920's are when the first practical tractors ap­
peared. These included the 10-20 McCormick-
Deering, the John Deere Model D and, in later 
years. Caterpillar and AUis-Chalmers track 
layers. 

The farmers supplemented their income by 
selling a variety of poultry and livestock goods. 
Most ranches had from one hundred to five 
hundred chickens, four to thirty milk cows and 
a small variety of other farm animals. In a few 
instances someone would expand on a particular 
commodity and create a small business. "We 
got our start in the turkey business by a gift 
from a neighbor," recalls Laura Miller. "My late 
husband Johnny was given four hens and a tom 

as a thank you from Mr. Murphy, who lived east 
of the town hall. I decided to raise a few turkeys 
and make a little money. In the first year we ex­
panded the flock to thirty-six and a few years 

Harley L . Denk on his father's 1927, 10-20 McCormick-
Deering tractor. 
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Baling hay with stationary power press in 1932. Art Cole feeding hopper and Mike Simon (front) poking wires. Names of men tying 
wire and forking hay onto table are unknown. Other workmen not shown in photograph would include a bale stacker, a buckrake 
operator and possibly a tablet This press was tractor-powered using a long flat belt. 

Seeding crop field in 1930. Bruno Denk on tractor and Edward Cole on seed drill 
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Herman F. Bumann holding exceptionally tall com stalks from 
1915 harvest. Also notice quantity of chickens. Most Olivenhain 
farmers maintained from 100 to 500 chickens for domestic and 
commercial purposes. 

f 

Laura A. Teten started with five turkeys but in the years to follow 
would sell a thousand turkeys and ten thousand eggs each year. 

later had several hundred turkeys. The turkey 
business lasted thirty years and we sold as many 
as a thousand turkeys and ten thousand eggs 
each year. We used to sell about two hundred 
dressed turkeys on a holiday and we even fur­
nished the Encinitas Safeway some years." 
Another side occupation practiced in Oliven­
hain was bee keeping. Several families in­
cluding the Luxs, Resecks and Bumanns main­
tained bees. The largest bee keepers in the 
Olivenhain area were Henry and Peter Lux who 
began working bees before 1900 and were once 
considered the biggest bee keepers in San Diego 
county. Peter Lux often said, "when you have 
bees and make honey, you'll always have 
money." Cattle raising is probably the only 
commodity which shouldn't be considered a 
side occupation because of the time and money 
involved. Herman Wiegand and in later years 
Edward Lloyd (owned the Double L at termina­
tion of Lone Jack Road) were the two largest cat­
tle ranchers in the Olivenhain area. " I owned 
about five hundred head at times," recalls Her­
man Wiegand. "Sometimes I bought three hun­
dred or so and had them shipped by rail from 
Arizona and New Mexico. They were unloaded 
at Sorrento Valley and we herded them to 
Olivenhain. Occasionally we herded the cattle 
up Rancho Santa Fe Road and pastured them in 
the surrounding foothills." 

Bee keeping was practiced by several Olivenhain families. Here 
George T. Bumann takes a choice frame while Richard Bumann 
takes a moment for a picture. Photo taken 1973. 
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Albert Lickert and team in about 1910. Notice olive grove in background. This was the largest commercial grove of olives known in 
Olivenhain. 

Almost everyone had a small orchard and 
vineyard for their own use, usually about fifteen 
trees and vines per farm. The commercial pro­
duction of fruit and grapes in Olivenhain were 
very limited. Some people have speculated that 
vast olive orchards were once planted, presum­
ably because the name Olivenhain was associ­
ated with olives. In fact, very few olives were 
planted in Olivenhain. The only commercial 
grove known was about one and one half acres 
in size and didn't exceed twenty trees. This 
solitary olive grove was located on an adobe 
knoll northwest of Rancho Santa Fe Road and 
E l Camino Del Norte. The grove never pro­
duced enough marketable fruit and was remov­
ed in 1915. A four and one half acre apple or­
chard was planted by Herman Hauck on the 
northwest corner of Rancho Santa Fe Road and 
8th Street in about 1913. The apples were com­
mercially sold but the profit margin was very 

narrow and these trees were also removed. Her­
man Hauck also made and sold wine. His vine­
yard covered a five acre block on the southeast 
corner of Rancho Santa Fe Road and E l Camino 
Del Norte, which was often called the wine 
block. His wine was considered a delicacy and 
was in high demand. 

Lima and blackeye beans were introduced to 
the Olivenhain farmers in about 1905. Most 
people agree that Joe Vasa, a former resident of 
Ventura, California, planted the first commer­
cial bean crop near the intersection of Oliven­
hain Road and E l Camino Real. Vasa's first 
harvest wasn't too successful but did prove that 
beans could be dry farmed in the Olivenhain 
area. The following season a few other farmers 
planted beans and found they did extremely 
well. By 1910 bean growing had revolutionized 
the Olivenhain farming industry and totally 
eliminated corn production. Limas were the 
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favored crop since they usually brought a better 
price and they became the staple crop in Oliven­
hain for the next fifty years. 

John Teten cutting beans. Sled was pulled between rows, and 
blades on bottom cut beans at ground level. 

Lima beans were planted in late April or early 
May and cut in late August and all of Septem­
ber. The beans were allowed to dry in the field 

for several weeks before threshing. The thresh­
ing crews started work in September and work­
ed until the end of October. The threshing outfit 
was moved from job to job throughout the 
harvesting season. A complete threshing outfit 
included the threshing machine, a tractor or gas 
engine to supply power for the thresher, five or 
six transport wagons to haul the cut beans from 
the field to the threasher, a derrick to unload the 
transport wagons, a water wagon, cook wagon 
and a work crew of twenty to twenty- five men. 
"We usually slept on the straw and ate in the 
portable cook house," recalls Herman Bumann. 
" I worked for Johnny Teten one time and helped 
thresh all different places for about three weeks. 
After finishing a field near Leucadia, we moved 
the threshing outfit to Solana Beach. We used a 
track layer tractor and pulled the threshing 
machine right through Encinitas on Highway 
101. I don't know if that was legal, but no one 
complained." 
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Threshing beans on Bumann ranch August 24,1937, using a3H.P. John Deere gas engine, belted to a small Owens threshing machine. 
Herman C. Bumann at thresher feeder. William F. Wiro sewing sacks. 

Owens lima bean threshing machines in about 1920. This is a good working example of a bean thresher and shows the hoedown 
men, sacksewer and straw stacker at respective work stations. Some of the remaining work crew, including pitchers, skinners, 
sackjig and derrick team driver, are shown near wagon. This could be considered a medium size threshing machine requiring a 
work force of about 22 men and at least 18 horses. Average output would be about 25,000 pounds of beans per day. This outfit 
was jointly owned by John Teten, Clarence Cole and Garfield Ramsey. 
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Denk family threshing lima beans 200 yards southwest of Encinitas Boulevard and Manchester Avenue. 

Some farmers like Bruno Denk, John Teten, 
Herman and Alwin Wiegand started farming 
great acreages of beans in Olivenhain and sur­
rounding areas. The most successful bean 
grower in Olivenhain was Bruno Denk, who 
threshed as much as one thousand nine hundred 
acres in areas including Olivenhain, Leucadia, 
Solana Beach and Del Mar. 

The unpredictable weather was both a bless­
ing and a curse to the farmers. Most years 
treated the farmers pretty good — they didn't get 
rich but were provided with an adequate in­
come. Occasionally an abundance of rainfall and 
sunshine produced a bumper crop and financial 
prosperity. But other years had unfavorable 
weather which caused crop failures and finan­
cial disaster. " I n 1916 and 1917," recalls Bruno 
Denk, "especially 1917, were bonanza years for 
farming. A big crop and no worms in the beans. 
They were almost ready to sell when they came 

from the threshing machine. We averaged ele­
ven cents a pound, which was a terrific price. 
Then the next year, Alwine and I took over the 
farm and that year sixty percent of the beans had 
worms and the price dropped to about four or 
seven cents a pound. We went in the hole so 
darn far that year it was pitiful. In 1930 we had a 
good stand of barley but the weather turned dry 
and the barley never headed out. So we cut it in 
May to use at least for hay. No sooner were we 
through cutting and along came a six inch rain 
and half of it rotted in the field. Then in 1942 is 
when we had our biggest crop. We sold three 
hundred and fifty tons of limas that year. 1952 
was another good year; we had barley that year 
till we couldn't help it." Art cole recalled "1952 
was the best farm year I ever had. I took care of 
about one hundred and fifty tons of hay that 
yean I ran the mowing machine from late morn­
ing till night for three weeks." 
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The year 1952 treated the Olivenhain farmers 
well but it was to be their last good year. A suc­
cession of average to poor years followed. The 
farmers were also heavily burdened by spiraling 
wages and other overhead costs. Bruno Denk 
alone lost thousands of dollars each year and 
finally stopped farming on a large scale in 1957. 
The farmers planted fewer and fewer fields and 
by the late 1950's and early 1960's it was ap­
parent that the farming era in Olivenhain had 
ended. 

Processing mill built by the Denk family m 1947. Location: one-
quarter mile east of Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe 
Road 

Water wagon used by the John Teten family stands idle and permanently retired. 
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C H A P T E R 5 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

The dechne of farming activity and gradual 
tax increases during the 1950's stimulated 
changes which transformed Olivenhain into its 
present residential status. The development and 
population growth which occurs during this 
new phase of history exceeds all combined 
changes of past years and was made possible by 
imported water. 

Until as recently as 1961, residents of Oliven­
hain relied on privately owned wells and 
cisterns for their total water supply. The general 
water quality of wells was considered fair to 
poor depending on their geographical locations. 
Those near or in the flood plain basin contained 
a minor, yet noticeable, salt and alkaline con­
tent. Wells on higher elevations contained bet­
ter quality water but often failed during dry 
periods. Water gathered from roof tops and 
stored in underground cisterns was restricted to 
household use due to limited storage capacity. 

The obvious need for a better water system 
reached a climax during the late 1950's. This 
desire was also shared by residents of a much 
larger and adjoining dry area containing more 
than thirty-seven square miles. Even though 
this land was predominantly undeveloped, with 
a total population of 120 registered voters, it 
was viewed by many as having tremendous fu­
ture potential and was also dissected by the San 
Diego Water Authorities' second aqueduct with 
its flow of Colorado River water. 

An early attempt to tap the aqueduct was 
made in 1955 with the proposed San Elijo 
Water District, which died before obtaining a 
public vote. Even though the San Ehjo proposal 
wasn't supported by the residents, it did seed 
the idea of district water. When a second water 
district proposal was launched in 1957, it was 
met with enthusiasm. Some of the initial pro­
moters were Olivenhain valley residents, and 

the planning headquarters was at the Oliven­
hain meeting hall; presumably by this influence 
was born the name Olivenhain Municipal 
Water District. 

The irregular outline of the district bound­
aries would include an area east of Cardiff, En­
cinitas and Leucadia, south of Carlsbad, west of 
Escondido, north of Rancho Santa Fe and con­
tain a total area of 24,260 acres. 

Dedication ceremony, Olivenhain Municipal Water District, 
November 18, 1961. Alwin Wiegand symbolically opens valve to 
begin flow of imported water. 
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The Ohvenhain Municipal Water District 
was formally established in March of 1959 by 
the district voters and eighteen months later 
these same voters, all 91 of them, authorized 
financing for a $4,370,000 water system. 

Subsequent construction was engineered by 
the Boyle Engineering firm of San Diego and 
executed by various contractors including 
Ralph B . Slaughter and the Julian Tree & 
Timber Co. The initial distribution system in­
cluded one primary and two secondary reser­
voirs, a pump station, two chlorinators and 
thirty miles of distribution line. Construction of 
this initial distribution system was completed in 
late 1961. Dedication ceremonies were con­
ducted on November 18, 1961, and for the first 
time a reliable and abundant supply of water 
was available in Olivenhain. 

During the first two years of service the 
Olivenhain Municipal Water District acquired 
less than a hundred customers due to the 
predominately undeveloped land within its 
boundaries. The trend continued until 1963, 
after which water sales and meter installations 
rapidly increased to keep pace with the domestic 
and agricultural growth. During the first ten 
years of service the Olivenhain Municipal 
Water District installed approximately one 
thousand water meters and almost tripled that 
amount during the next five years. Additionally, 
annexation has added new territories to the 
district's boundaries which now includes more 
than 27,500 acres and is rated as the ninth 
largest water district in San Diego County. 
These growth rates have necessitated an am­
bitious expansion of the district's distribution 
system and support facilities, which in all has 
been diligently executed by the directors and 
staff of the Olivenhain Municipal Water Dis­
trict. 

When district water became available in 1961, 
residential growth was practically nonexistent. 
Of the approximately fifteen residential homes 
in the Olivenhain valley, most had been con­
structed thirty or more years before and at least 
four had been constructed in 1885. Only a few 

houses were constructed in 1962 but, as time 
passed, more and more people became attracted 
to the open country atmosphere which Oliven­
hain offered, and development began a slow but 
steady increase. Even though the initial 
development was slow, at least two realtors, 
Raymond Chavez and later Samual S. Rose, 
speculated that Olivenhain was on the threshold 
of a residential boom. Both men estabhshed 
separate realty offices in Olivenhain, Ray 
Chavez at 2236 Encinitas Boulevard and 
Samual Rose at 770 Rancho Santa Fe Road. 
The realty businesses sparked new life into the 
lagging development of Olivenhain and residen­
tial growth began to flourish. Housing construc­
tion became a common sight and it was increas­
ingly difficult to know all who lived in Oliven­
hain. 

Commercial growth was also expanding. In 
1965 Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Tarvin opened a 
nursery and gift shop at 442 Rancho Santa Fe 
Road where four years later the Olivenhain Post 
Office was located. Also in 1965 Rupert and 
Irene Engelsberger constructed their first of two 
senior citizen rest homes, appropriately naming 
it the Olivenhain Guest Home. 

But as Olivenhain prospered and changed, at 
least one building did not and had remained 
almost abandoned since the mid 1950's. The 
Olivenhain meeting hall was all but forgotten by 
everyone except the County Tax Collector 

This small but adequate post office came to Olivenhain August 9, 
1969. 
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Several small businesses were established during the 1960's and 
1970's, including Denk's Flower Barn at 2375 Encinitas 
Boulevard. 

The hall and property were held in trust by 
Harley L . Denk and Bob C. Wiro. Taxes were 
paid by volunteer contributions which were easi­
ly obtained when the annual premium was less 
than a hundred dollars, but when the taxes 
quadrupled during the mid 1960's, the meeting 
hall became a growing burden. The concern 
deepened with the arrival of each tax premium, 
and finally, on the afternoon of May 22, 1965, a 
small group of concerned residences assembled 
for a decisive meeting. The acting chairman, 
Harley L . Denk, started the meeting with the 
opening statement, "What are we, the com­
munity, going to do with the Olivenhain hall 
and property?" Many ideas were discussed, and 
even though they didn't fmd a workable answer, 
they did agree to keep the meeting hall in its 
natural state. The following month this same 
group of people formed the Olivenhain Com­
munity Steering Committee and it was this 
committee's job to put the hall and related pro­
perty on a self paying basis. The Steering Com­
mittee was active for more than two years, and 
during that time explored a multitude of unsuc­
cessful ideas. Probably its most prosperous 
endeavors were fund raising campaigns such as 
rummage sales and picnics. These campaigns 
produced a generous income to pay the taxes 
but more importantly exposed an overwhelm­
ing enthusiasm of the Olivenhain residents to 
retain and preserve their meeting hall. 

During a meeting in April of 1967 it was sug­
gested that the community residents form a 
non-profit corporation whose elected directors 
could manage and appropriate tax money for 
the meeting hall. Four months later the sugges­
tion became a reality and they named their non­
profit corporation the "Colony of Olivenhain 
Town Council." 

For the first two and one-half years the direc­
tors of the town council concentrated on the 
maintenance and improvements to the meeting 
hall. They transformed the two dressing rooms 
in the hall into a kitchen and indoor restrooms, 
complete with running water. The rummage 
sales, pot lucks and other town council spon­
sored activities continued as they had in the past 
but seemed to be designed for the social enjoy­
ment of the community rather than fund raising 
events. In 1971 the Colony of Olivenhain Town 
Council began a gradual expansion of its efforts 
to include community improvements and com­
munity involvement. Through these efforts it 
has become both a watchdog and voicebox for 
the community it serves. 

Even though these added efforts demand 
much time from the directors, there is always 
enough enthusiasm for bigger and better social 
activities. The brautwurst/beer feast and 4th of 
July celebration are among the many enjoyable 
and well organized events sponsored by the Col­
ony of Olivenhain Town Council. 

During the formative years of the town coun­
cil, housing construction continued to increase. 
Olivenhain was becoming a very desirable place 
to live, and building contractors hurried to 
finish one house only to start another Real 
estate prices were beginning a rapid escalation 
and would eventually drive housing prices to 
astonishingly high and, for many people, pro­
hibitive levels. Additionally, in 1967 a subdivi­
sion called Lake Val Sereno, located on the 
northeast corner of Olivenhain, had been ap­
proved and would soon add an estimated 162 
homes. 

By the mid 1960's the trend for residential 
development was deeply set. Olivenhain was 
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A few memories from town council-sponsored functions at the Meeting Hall 
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The empty fields in Olivenhain gradually are giving way to residential and commercial development. 

losing its identity as a farming community as 
more and more fields gave way to residential 
housing. Spiraling taxes and the anticipation of 
financial prosperity encouraged the now retired 
farmers to sell land. The charm of Olivenhain 
and its country atmosphere drew prospective 
buyers. Almost everyone was content, i f not 
eager, to see Olivenhain developed. Everyone 
that is except the county planning commission, 
who had their own idea for the unincorporated 
area. 

In 1966 the commission recommended that 
Olivenhain and a vast area adjoining Olivenhain 
be zoned agricultural. The recommendation 
brought heavy protest from residents and from 
the Olivenhain Municipal Water District. The 
residents, particularly large property holders, 
envisioned tomato fields, pig farms and dwind­
ling land values. The water district warned that 
a sharp reduction in residential growth would 
create a serious financial problem for the district 
and increased tax premiums for established 
residents. 

The residents opposed the agricultural pro­
posal for eleven months and eventually gained 
the support of the San Diego County Super­
visors who ruled that Olivenhain be temporarily 
zoned as "low density residential." A large 
number of meetings followed, both at the com­
munity level and with the county planning com­
mission, to establish a permanent zoning desig­

nation or designations for Olivenhain. The 
residents were largely undecided on any specific 
zoning but favored a designation which would 
maintain a rural atmosphere and at the same 
time allow controlled development. The task of 
establishing and more importantly agreeing on a 
unified zoning proposal required countless 
meetings, many intense studies, and another 
one and one-half years. 

The final zoning proposal contained not one 
but many separate designations for the Oliven­
hain valley. Half acre residential totaled over 
50% of all acreage, followed by flood plan basic 
which occupied 22% and another 14% was ear­
marked approximately % acre residential. The 
remaining 14% of acreage contained a mixture 
of commercial, low density residential, and tem­
porary zoning designations. The proposal not 
only established the framework for uncrowded 
residential growth but also encouraged a coun­
try atmosphere by permitting limited livestock 
raising. The zoning proposal was reviewed by 
the County Board of Supervisors on the third of 
June, 1969, and unanimously accepted. 

The 1970's would bring even more develop­
ment, which further shaped Olivenhain's rural 
image. Of the many houses constructed, ranch 
style architecture remained predominant, 
although most homes displayed a great deal of 
individualism. Barns and corrals are often seen 
on these half acre "farms," complete with 
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Although ranch style homes are predominant, a great deal of individualism is expressed, both in size and architecture. 

livestock of all kinds, horses and chickens being 
on the top of the list. A slow and friendly 
lifestyle continued to prevail over Olivenhain 
which is flavored with a deep community pride 
that all new homeowners seem to inherit. 

Of the hundreds of new residents that arrived 
in the 1970's,'a large percentage came from 
more populated areas and were undoubtedly at-

Demonstrators protest commercial development at the corner of 
Encinitas Boulevard and Rancho Santa Fe Road in 1978. 

tracted by the low density zoning and the farm 
atmpshere. Many of these new residents proud­
ly stated, "We have moved to the country!" But 
during this same period, Olivenhain was in the 
center of the fastest growing area in the county. 
Several new housing tracts were encroaching 
the valley and many feared that county officials 
would permit high density development within 
Olivenhain, despite existing zoning. The con­
cern deepened with the expansion of outlining 
developments and, ultimately, many of the 
Olivenhain residents developed a slow growth 
attitude which became unmistakably obvious by 
1975. Proposed housing developments, roads, 
and zoning changes soon became the targets of 
vigorous opposition. 

Olivenhain prospered through the remainder 
of the 1970's as events continued to enlarge its 
history. The future will undoubtedly enhance 
this already unique community which has 
grown from a rich heritage that a weathered 
meeting hall and rusted farm machinery pay 
tribute. 
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Carol Ann. Memories of these first few years in Olivenhain bring back visions of a timeless farm com­
munity dominated by crop fields and of a small winding stream with seemingly endless adventures 
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hundred sacks of grain were produced, which became the last commercial crop in the Olivenhain area 
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